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“Karen’s in the DogHouse!”
Kind, Fair & Effective Dog Training

01442 247374             07929 167397

www.karensinthedoghouse.co.uk

FREE Child Dog Bite 
Prevention Workshops
Sponsored by

 

Oil & Gas Boiler 
Annual Service, 
Breakdown Repair 
& Commission 
 Fully Qualified 
 Large range of spares in stock 
 Literally thousands of happy customers 
 Many years experience 
 Friendly, reliable service you can trust 

from a local business 
 Competitive rates 
 £5 million public liability insurance 

 

 

Dunstable 01582 660597 
Mobile 07786 936134 
www.griffin-heating.co.uk 



FROM THE VICAR

Dear Friends,

When I began my Sabbatical (officially called
Extended Study leave), at the beginning of
May this year, the allotted three months
stretched ahead  on some distant horizon –
how quickly the time passed. To begin with, I
found it slightly disconcerting, as this was
going to be the longest period I had ever had
away from work. It was early Spring and
August, when I was due to return, was going
to be the height of Summer and it seemed like
half a lifetime away.

Many of my colleagues on ESL do very grand
things; they write books or travel the world.
That was never my intention, the study I
wanted to undertake, was to give myself time
to reflect on my work in our three parishes
and to see how other clergy worked with
multi-parish benefices elsewhere in the coun-
try. Also to rest – parochial ministry is pretty
full on.

We had a couple of holidays in Europe and I
spent the rest of the time based at the
Vicarage; gardening, walking tinkering with
cars as well taking the time to go to the
Goodwood Festival of Speed, the Henley
Regatta and Wimbledon – all wonderful.

Prior to my ESL, I had talked with The Revd.
Canon Dr. Tim Bull,  the Diocesan Director
of Ministry and he suggested I spend some
time in rural Lincolnshire and rural Devon,
which is what I did. 

I was made very welcome in both places,
spending time with clergy and lay people and
looking at church life in both areas, listening
to their hopes and fears and comparing notes.
I can’t say there were any great revelations, in
many ways I felt affirmed in what we are
doing. I realised that we can afford to be far
ambitious than many of the outlying parishes
I visited, where populations are small, congre-
gations tiny and the churches huge.

As to what has been happening whilst I’ve
been away, the greatest concern I suppose, is
where our country’s future lies. We have a
new Prime Minister whose government looks
precarious and we have no clear idea where
we shall be in the very near future never mind
the next few years. Over these last few
months, I have certainly been praying about
our parlous state and I encourage you do so if
you haven’t been already. I was heartened
however, to find this piece the other day.

The journalists on The Guardian are not
known for their religious faith. Yet on the day
after Nelson Mandela was sworn in as
President of the new, multiracial South Africa,
correspondent Rian Malan wrote: 

It is time to talk of many things, of bullets
unfired and hatchets buried, of discarded flak
jackets and peace in the land. Five months,
even five weeks ago, I was certain that our
first free elections would be a bloodbath. I
was wrong. These are small and snide times,
and I am a cynic, but still, it must be said, I do
believe prayers were realised, and that what
has happened in this country in the past ten
days cannot really be accounted for in terms
of rational analysis, Least of all mine. 

I hope and pray that we can look forward to a
good outcome in these coming months.

I am yours in Christ,

John.

John Russell
St John’s Vicarage

Pipers Hill, Great Gaddesden
HP1 3BY

e-mail:john_russell@live.co.uk
tel: 01442 214898
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 Beechwood Park School 

Independent excellence  
for girls & boys from 3 to 13 

 

Day & exi-boarding 

OPEN MORNINGS 2019 
15th February, 24th May, 18th October 

 

www.beechwoodpark.com 
01582 840333 
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CREAM TEAS & CAKES 
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SOFT FURNISHING & UPHOLSTERY COURSEs 

WWW.MAGGILOUGHRAN.COM   INFO@MAGGILOUGHRAN.COM 

01442 252810 
Situated at Unit 2 Binghams Park Farm, Potten End Hill, Hertfordshire HP1 3BN 

 

FIND THE BEST FITNESS PROGRAMME FOR YOU
TO ENJOY & FEEL GOOD 

Pilates Classes for Total Beginners to Advanced Mornings & Evenings, weekdays & weekends, for both males
& females available now. Grab one of our 6 week courses from just £48! For our latest timetable visit our website
Ladies Only Challenge Programme. This is our most popular ladies-only fat-loss training programme.  A maxi-
mum 10 per group.  It is specifically for women who don’t just want to get into shape but strong too.  Look & feel
amazing in just 6 weeks with our introduction programme. Suitable for all levels.
Men Only Challenge Programme  A programme that separates the Men from the Boys - This programme is for
men that have a bit of weight to lose and want to replace it with strong lean muscle.
Personal Training and Nutrition - for a more bespoke personal option we offer 1-2-1 & small group coach-
ing and nutrition plans for weight-loss, health managemet, women’s health and performance sports.

For more details please visit: www.regardsoe-fitness.co.uk
e-mail : info@regardsoe-fitness.co.uk  Tel : 07786 156 653

“I can’t recommend Jo and her team enough” - Virginia Burden-Cooper, local resident
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Ringing bells in the Summer evenings is a
delight.  June  sees us walking up the

path to the church as the sun sets in what
this year has produced some wonderful
evening skies.  Later on in June and July the
light evenings see the churchyard full of the
scents of grasses and flowers, with the gentle
hum of bees and insects, but as August
arrives, already the sun is setting as we leave
the tower as a reminder of the ever-changing
seasons and the coming shorter days and
darkness of winter nights.

The Summer has seen a buzz of activity
on the National bell ringing scene.  In

June the final of the National 12-bell contest
was held at the Cathedral Church of St Peter
in Exeter where the tenor bell weighs a mas-
sive 72 cwt.  10 bands won through to the
finals.  Previously in this competition
Birmingham has dominated the leader
board, but this time after a close contest, the
Taylor Trophy went to the home band of
Exeter, with over 1,000 supporters cheering
on their various bands.

This was followed in July by the Ringing
World National Youth Competition

which this year was held in Liverpool.  A
fairly recent addition to the ringing calendar
and designed to involve and encourage
younger ringers (18 or under) to compete,
this contest is going from strength to
strength and this year had  24 bands  taking
part.  It is a wonderful  opportunity for
young ringers from across the country to
meet together and have fun as well as pro-
viding a focus for improvement and chal-
lenging themselves in competition.  The
Whitechapel Trophy was won by the
Oxfold Diocesan Guild and our local
Young@Herts band was positioned  half
way in the final reckoning – a creditable

result from a quite newly-formed band.
Since all ringers have to be 18 or under, the
older more experienced members are con-
stantly moving on and it takes time for their
replacements to develop the necessary skills.

Other events nearer home have been that
on July 10th we rang with the bells

half-muffled on the evening of Betty
Graham’s funeral as a mark of respect.  Next
door neighbour to one of our ringers for
many years, Betty was the first ever resident
of Gaddesden Row cottages (which had no
running water at the time) and she was a
land girl during the war.  Our thoughts and
good wishes go out to her family and
friends.

In July we had our District ring at
Flamstead, and if you read the last edition

of this newsletter I can up-date you by let-
ting you know that the new ringing floor in
the tower was ready for our visit, the ropes
were shorter – but the bells are still quite a
challenge for many of us to ring!  However,
our efforts were rewarded by a very excel-
lent Barbecue, strawberries and cream, pro-
vided by the Flamstead ringers.  A District
half-day outing towards the end of July
stayed quite close to home, ringing at
Wingrave, Bierton and Aston Clinton.
Though local, the towers provided a variety
of ringing and a good time was enjoyed by
the 27 people who attended.

Sunday the 4th August was a lovely sunny
day and at lunchtime there was a Baptism

service for Caleb Potton which was fol-
lowed at 1 pm by us ringing the bells for the
wedding of Ceris Groves and Daniel Taylor.
We wish the happy couple all good luck in
their life together. 

Great Gaddesden Bellringers - Sue Collyer
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Icknield Farm, Icknield Way, Tring, Herts HP23 4JX

VISITING, KENNELING, 
AND COLLECTING BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

Luxury heated accommodation for your dog
with a personal touch giving your dog the

extra attention they deserve.
All dogs are walked twice daily.

In association with Mrs. Doolittles pet sitters 

TEL: 01442 824856
www.spoilyourdog.co.uk

 

For enquiries (or) further information please contact us at: 
littlegaddesdenpreschool@aol.com 

07375 543288 / 07786 167417 

Follow us at 
@littlegaddesden
preschool 

• Open Monday to Friday, 8am to 3pm, for children aged 2 to 5 years  
• A variety of sessions available offering flexibility for parents accessing our 

provision. 
• Morning Sessions, Lunch Clubs and Full Days available 
• Term time only 
• Breakfast Club*  
• Holiday Fun Club for 3 to 8 year olds 
• 30 Hours Early Education Funding available for 3 &4 year olds 
• 15 Hours Early Education Funding available for 2, 3 &4 year olds 
 

*  (also available to children of Little Gaddesden Primary School) 

Where children 
achieve, grow 
and develop 
whilst being 

nurtured, 
learning 

through play 
and the outdoor 

environment. 
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For all types of commercial, retail and domestic electrical work







Scene Setting
Security Lighting
Fault finding inc. boilers
8 year NIC EIC Warranty

 Energy Saving Lighting

 Design and Installation

SM Row Electrical Engineer

tel: 01442 240515
mob: 07836 252567

email: steverow@sky.com
web: www.smrow.co.uk

Free

Estim
ates







Replacement fuseboards
Re-Wiring
Lighting and sockets
Inspection and PAT Testing

 Part P Registered

 TV/Telephone/Computer

Free

Estim
ates
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WILL KIMBERLEY
GARDEN SERVICES

01442 255784

Phone for a free no obligation written esti-
mate.
- High hedges a speciality
- Overgrown gardens cleared
- Fences erected and repaired
- Tree Lopping
- Fruit tree pruning
- Shrub trimming
- General garden tidy up’s

In fact any job in the garden!

MARKWELL CARPENTRY

  
gjmarkwell@gmail.com 

07517424375 

!

!

!

Bespoke Design           Joiner/Carpenter 
Interior Solutions                   Free consultations 

Walk and Talk
A short to medium length walk every Friday,

starting from the church at 9.00am
Tea, coffee and cake on our return about

10.15.  Please join us then
even if you can’t manage the walk.

Val Mills
Please contact Val for more details

07929 650664
regalreval@yahoo.co.uk
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Toe-Tal Footcare
Treatments in your own home at a time to suit you

Covering all feet related conditions including:
thickened nails,corns,ingrown toenails,callus.

Keep your feet in good condition with  regular treatment
and be treated to a reliable prompt and courteous service

by a local qualified foot health professional.

To book your appointment please call :

Graham Spendlove MCFHP MAHFP
07799033974

Also offered to both men and women
is a fingernail trimming service.
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SaSSatSat Sat 21s22121st 21st21st SeSSepSept SeptSept 
enteenentrieentrentrientries entriesentries 9.3entries 9entries 9.entries 9.30entries 9.30--11 11111 

Refreshments,  auction 
and raffle.

IN VILLAGE HALL
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From Terry Douris - your County Councillor
Secondary transfer
September will see the start of the annual round of expressing a preference for secondary school
education in September 2020. If this applies to your family, I would urge you to visit as many
schools as possible. 

Fit Fed and Read
This initiative takes place during the summer holiday across the county and it is good to know
that funding has been secured from the National Lottery for the next 3� years. This provides
youngsters with a hot lunchtime meal coupled with an opportunity to play games learn new
things and enjoy reading. These have been made possible with the support and contribution of
the Fire and Rescue Service, Hertfordshire Catering Ltd, Hertfordshire Library Service, the
University of Hertfordshire and Families First. 

Travel savings for young people,
For the last 22 years Hertfordshire County Council has been operating and funding a scheme
that offers half-price bus travel to 11-18-year olds across Hertfordshire, any day of the week,
anytime of the day and on single and return journeys. 

The Hertfordshire Savercard offers half-price bus travel on all Hertfordshire bus services for as
little as £15 a year which would soon pay for itself. Young people don’t automatically get a
reduced fare and would normally have to pay for an adult ticket. To make bus travel a more
affordable and attractive option the county council has teamed up with local bus companies to
provide the Hertfordshire SaverCard scheme and from September Hertfordshire SaverCard will
be extending to cover 19 years olds as well. 

Hertfordshire Library Service – the next chapter
I am very pleased to report that following a very careful and diligent procurement process I can
announce that going forward our libraries in Hertfordshire will be run by a new organisation
called Libraries for Life. Although the name may be new this company which has charitable
status is actually the current in-house team who continue to run such an excellent organisation. 

Locality budgets
We are celebrating the 10th anniversary of the Locality Budget scheme. Over the years, the
scheme has helped fund thousands of community projects Don’t forget if you have a project
that you need a little helping financial support please do contact me. I always give precedence
to groups in my local County area.

Blue badges
From 30th August you can now apply if you suffer with a severe non-visible condition such as
autism or mental health. Having a certain condition doesn’t automatically entitle you to a blue
badge, but you might get a badge if you severely struggle to get from your vehicle to your des-
tination. More information at www.hertfordhire.gov.uk

If I can help with any aspect of Hertfordshire County Council, please do not hesitate to con-
tact me on 01442 402273 or by email at terry.douris@hertfordshire.gov.uk
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Parish Council News
John Lowrie

I’ve been asked by a few people to write
up a summary of what’s going on in the
Parish like Victor Brookes used to do.
I’m not sure I can fill his shoes, but I’ll
give it a go.

I have lived in Water End since 2013. So,
I’m still an outsider really. For the last
few years I attended the Parish Council
to observe on behalf of the local conser-
vation society. There seemed to be little
excitement in this quiet village. So, when
I was asked to join the council in May, I
thought ‘how hard can it be?’. WOW….
Since then we’ve had a number of plan-
ning disputes, a bridge collapse, a festi-
val and another on its way… all impact-
ing the peace of Great Gaddesden.
Challenging times. I predict more to
come over the next few years, but, fun
times too, I am sure.

Obviously, I can only tell you about the
stuff I know. I plan to provide a month-
ly newsletter, providing an update on
the key activities the Parish Council is
aware of. However, if you think there
are other topics that you’d like me to
cover then please let me know. My con-
tact details are in the Parish Council sec-
tion of the magazine.

As a Parish councillor, on 11/7/19, I was
invited to meet other new councillors
over tea and scones. Never wanting to
miss an opportunity of a free scone I
was there like a shot. I seemed to be the
only councillor with a full head of hair.
There was a chat from Hertswise and

Age UK. They were saying that demen-
tia in our aging population will increase
in the next few years and will become a
major problem. I'm sure that most peo-
ple who need Dementia help would be
picked up by family, NHS or Social
Services rather than local councils. But
maybe some slip through the net and
something we should all to look for and
offer help.

One thing I picked up on that I thought
was a good idea. They run a service for
volunteers to chat to lonely older peo-
ple. One parish council run their own
system of matching volunteers to lonely
old gents and ladies. Is there a need for
such a thing in the Parish? I’d love to
hear what you think. Or maybe you
would like to volunteer to visit others
outside the parish. Contact Hertswise or
me and we can sort something out.

Incidentally, Terry Douris was there as
head of Libraries and localism.
However, he attends our parish meet-
ings to sort out highways issues. He is
also the mayor. Busy man. Other coun-
cillors I spoke to don’t get the same
attention as we do from Terry.

On 22/7/19 Louise Wilson and I attend-
ed a planning presentation in the council
chamber. The room is dominated by a
massive TV screen. I kept expecting the
Pearl and Dean theme tune to be blasted
out followed by adverts for ice cream at
the interval… sadly, no such luck. The
presentation was given firstly by the
Assistant Director of Planning, James
Doe.

Basically, they are under a lot of pres-

turn to p19



17

Chair: 
Vice-Chair:
Members:

Clerk:   

01442 842498
01442 843751
07484 851266
07702 880534
01582 840059

07512 192188

Louise Wilson                     
Andy Thompson
Kevin Fitzgerald
John Lowrie
Malcolm Stodell
                                            
Anne Nudd

e-mail address is ggparishcouncil@gmail.com
The parish clerk can be contacted by telephone or e-mail Monday to Friday mornings only

The Parish CouncilThe Parish Council

Parish Council Website 
The Parish Council’s website is available 

at www.greatgaddesdenparishcouncil.org.uk

Parish Council meetings 2019
Great Gaddesden Parish Hall

16th September, 21st October, 18th November

All meetings are on Mondays and commence at 8.00pm
unless otherwise noted

Venues subject to final confirmation - always check the current newsletter

Anything published in this newsletter does not necessarily reflect the views of the Parish Council

PLANNING NEWS
5th June to 19th August

These are all readily available on the Dacorum Borough Council planning website along with all the sup-
porting documents of each application in an easily searched format.  You can search by dates, months or

weeks and by parish council.
Ragged Hall, Gaddesden Row - additional dormer and replacement of rooflight

St John’s Vicarage, Pipers Hill - works to Oak tree
Land off Pipers Hiil ( Bishop’s Meadow)- retrospective application for fencing and hard standing

Honey House St Margarets - appeal against enforcement notice
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GREAT GADDESDEN PARISH HALL
Charitable Trust number 154154

Come and join us for your event.
A lovely modern venue, just 10 minutes from Hemel Hempstead and

Berkhamsted, along the Leighton Buzzard Road, with tables & chairs and
well-equipped kitchen. Lots of off-road parking for your guests and club

members.  
The hall is run by members of the community for the community and offers

great value for money. 
We invite you to upload photos of events that you held in the

hall, and click 'like' 
https://www.facebook.com/GreatGaddesdenParishHall

or contact Karen of 'Karens in the Dog House!' fame to dis-
cuss your needs.
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sure to build new homes. They are cur-
rently formulating a draft proposal to
keep the government happy and pro-
vide 1025 homes per year for the next
18 years! That’s a lot of houses and
related infrastructure.

Green belt. He stated that green belt
land can be built on if ‘carefully justi-
fied’. The justification being that they
have run out of other land to build on.
Therefore, green belt will have to be
used. He stated that they can’t use
green belt for nice 4 bed houses as they
would need to use more green land for
more houses. That wouldn’t be justi-
fied. So, expect high density housing
on these green belt plots. Not good
news.

When? … They are working out the
draft proposals now which will be
released to the public in MAY 2020.
The public will have a chance to give
feedback to the draft so it can be
adjusted till NOV 2020 when the pro-
posal will be confirmed. I’ll be honest.
That’s not a lot of time. It appears that
we will have very limited input. We
will host a Parish Council session
where we can take parishioners
through the plans and collate feedback.
However, to manage expectations, I
was left with the impression that there
will be little to no wriggle room, plan
B or other options for the public and
Parish councils to go for. From JAN
2021 the plan will go through the
Government examination process. This
is when there will be public consulta-
tions etc. From FEB 2022 the plan will
be confirmed.

When Hemel falls to the developers….
Great Gaddesden Council will be the
thin green line between the housing
estates of Hemel and the Chilterns. As
Winston said ‘Never in the field of
human building houses, has so much
been built, for so many, by so few’ or
something like that.

Back to local stuff. The Water End
bridge calamity. What happened? No
one seem to be able to confirm. I live
right by the bridge and no one heard
or saw anything. Anyway. I’m always
going on at Parish meeting that people
should keep a diary of events to log
progress of problems or issues. It’s a
nuisance but it is important so that
accurate records are kept and can be
used as a reference later. I keep a
record of the bridge, or have tried to.
The scaffolding went up on the 8/8/19
and work started on bashing the bricks
about on the 12/8/19. Which is very
quick compared to last time.

Great Gaddesden… A fence has been
put up by Bishops Tip without plan-
ning permission. This was followed up
by a hardstanding. The planning
enforcement swooped down and
stopped work and now a planning
application has gone in for half the
fence and the hardstanding. The other
half of the fence has been missed off
the application. The application says
that the land will be used for grazing.
Objections are being put in by the
neighbours. It’s too early in the process
to comment further.

Doggy Day care… It’s all gone quiet at
the moment. But if I get any leads, I’ll

turn to p21
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We do try to keep an up to date list

of birthdays.

If anyone wants to add names to our
list or knows of people who have

moved away and could perhaps have
their names removed, please contact: 

The Editor
Mike Connell

mike@mpconnell.co.uk
Names are normally removed after the   per-
son becomes 18, but we can include ‘special’
birthdays for any age. 

BIRTHDAYS - September

Barnaby Bear          1st   15

Grace Sealey           6th     9

Fenella Makepeace 7th   12 

Hannah Burfot    11th     9

Rosie Halsey         14th     4

James Clapperton 21st   16 

Max Manning      22nd     6

Leighton
Plumbing & Heating
Oilfired boilers, service,
repairs and installations

Oftec registered
and insured

All other aspects of plumbing
and heating undertaken

01525 385250
0777 4567472

Leighton-plumbing@ntlworld.com
“Phasels”

Billington Road
Leighton Buzzard

LU7 9HH

DEADLINE FOR THE NEXT
October  2019 ISSUE is

20th September
anything after the deadline

CANNOT be included

!
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let you know.

West Dene, Gaddessden Row… I con-
fess I don’t know the progress on this
one. The planning application says that
it went to committee on 25 July but no
result is shown and the planning officer
is on leave. I’ll update at the next coun-
cil meeting, on 16 September.. I hope
to see many of you there.

Festival!!! Where did that come from?
The first the Parish Council heard of it
was when it hit the papers. I looked at
the website for the event. They don’t
tell you where the venue is until you
have paid for your £100 ticket. But
they are offering discount for locals if
you want to go!!! It’s all been passed
by Dacorum even with objections from
Environmental health and police. Not a

lot the Parish Council can officially do
apart from cross fingers and hope for
the best.

St Margarets.. Nothing to report apart
from a Bingo hall being built on the
corner. No. I’m just kidding.
I’d also like to boast about the Water
End fairy cake competition held by
Peter King on 11/8/19. Typical English
village event. A bit of local community
fun and cakes interspersed with torren-
tial rain. Why boast? I came second.
Terry the jazzman won. I still think it
was a fix.

Put life in your day. Not a day in your
life

John

Parish Church 100 Club
Congratulations to our 100 Club winners for July and August;
Mrs Mason with no. 93 and Mary Hannaby with no. 52 

Parish Church Harvest Festival
We will be celebrating Harvest Festival on Sunday October 6th and will be deco-
rating the church on Friday 4th and Saturday 5th.
If you have flowers or foliage we could include in the decorations please  leave it
in the buckets at the back of the church on THURSDAY OCTOBER 3rd.
(Please cut stems as long as possible), 
Thank you.  

Val 
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  www.hawkkb.co.uk
01442 803303

Oaklands Farm, Bradden Lane, Gaddesden Row, HP2 6JB

Full Concept to Completion, Design & Installation Service

KITCHENS

We not only deal with luxury 
kitchen brands but we also 

offer our own bespoke, 
British handmade kitchens, 

meaning we can design 
exactly to your speci cation.

BATHROOMS

Designed with the highest 
quality, our range of 

bathroom collections are 
intended to complement 

a number of different 
styles, from timeless to 

contemporary.

Bathroom Design | Bathroom Installation | Attention to Detail 
Unbeatabel Quality | Dedicated Team | Kitchen Design  

Kitchen Installation | Project Management | Luxury Brands  
Design & Build | Fitted Wardrobes | Home Renovations

WARDROBES
Providing the complete design and installation of made to 

measure tted wardrobes.
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Reg. Office: 46 Church End Redbourn St Albans Herts AL3 7DX

Concreting & Drainage
Painting & Decorating
Roofing 
Guttering Repairs
Leadwork & Glazing Repairs
Plumbing & Sanitary
Engineers

n

n

n

n

n

n

n

n

n

n

n

n

New Works
Extensions

Improvements
Refurbishment

Brickwork & Paving
Carpentry & Joinery

(BUILDERS) LTD(BUILDERS) LTD

01582 79259201582 792592

HALSEHALSEY

RODERICK WILSON
Fully Qualified

TREE SURGEON
and

FORESTRY CONTRACTOR

Little Gaddesden
Tel: (01442) 842716

Mobile: 077 689 37 138

Great Gaddesden Parish Church Contacts
Revd. John Russell (Vicar) 01442 214898

St. John’s Vicarage, Pipers Hill, Great Gaddesden, HP1 3BY  john_russell@live.co.uk

Gill Moore (Reader)   01442 842054
3 Widmore Cottages, Bradden Lane, Gaddesden Row, HP2 6JB gillmoore@btinternet.com

Heather Tisbury (Reader)   01582 842807

20 West Dene, Gaddesden Row HP2 6HU tisbury@btinternet.com

Jo Connell (Churchwarden) 01442 842981

Brock House, St Margarets, Gt Gaddesden  HP1 3BZ  jo@mpconnell.co.uk

Peter King (Churchwarden) 01442 256556

The Old Forge, Water End Great Gaddesden HP1 3BH peter_kng@btinternet.com
Please contact the Vicar for Baptisms, Confirmations, Weddings or Funerals
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Gaddesden Estate News 
Farming
With this very wet August, bearing in
mind that I am writing before the pre-
dicted warm and dry August Bank
Holiday, we have not yet started to cut
the wheat or the barley, though we are
expecting that the combine harvester will
begin this very afternoon.

The first wheat to be cut will be the “JB
Diego” on the slopes of the Gade Valley
overlooking Water End and Great
Gaddesden.  Hopefully it will have kept
its quality through all the wet weather
and will be good enough to be made into
Weetabix.  Too much rain during harvest
means that the wheat can begin to
sprout, meaning it is only good for ani-
mal feed. 

The ground will then be sown with
Oilseed rape almost straight away. This
year’s rape harvest in July, on
Whitehouse and Upperwood Farms,
north of Gaddesden Row, went well and
it has all been sold and moved. The land
has been cultivated ready for 2020 winter
wheat.

Our linseed, lovely though the blue
flowers looked a few weeks ago, has been
infested with weeds, notably black grass
and fat hen. The latter is a close relative
of the popular health food, Quinoa.
Cutting will need to wait until it is fully
ripe and the stalks are thoroughly dry.
Otherwise the straw causes a block-up
inside the combine harvester, which can
be difficult, not to say very uncomfort-
able to clear.  In the past the straw was
used for making rope, so it can be very
tough! 

Market prices for all commodities are
very volatile at the moment, with curren-
cy fluctuations, Brexit uncertainty over
tariffs, erratic predictions of the
American crop and Trump’s trade wars
all playing a part.

Upperwood Farm
We recently had a visit from Jeff Graham
of Nevada, the son of the late Mac
Graham, and whose grandfather was Mr
Thomas Graham, the former farm tenant
of Upperwood Farm; indeed, my father
often referred to the farm as “Graham’s”
long after he had retired.

He kindly delivered a packet of farm
records dating from the 1930s and 1940s,
including interesting soil surveys and cat-
tle movement books.

Another unusual historic document,
which we were shown the other day, was
a printed notice of Second World War
invasion precautions signed by my
grandfather, Canon Frederick Halsey,
who was chairman of the Parish Council
at the time¸ as well as being the vicar.

Forestry – High Park Wood- and deer
management
The felling of the ash trees in High Park
Wood has not begun yet, though the
contractors are due this month. I apolo-
gise for any disruption there may be to
walkers.

The deer have been playing havoc again
to the young trees in Big Wood. When
harvest is completed our stalker will be
undertaking his annual deer count. Even
with culling, we anticipate that this will
rise again. Deer numbers are anticipated

pto
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• •Est 1995
Quorn Stone

LIMESTONE | MARBLE | PORCELAIN

Quorn Stone, Oakengrove Yard, Gaddesden Home Farm,
Hemel Hempstead, HP2 6EZ

www.mystone�oor.com

As a family business and direct importers of 
natural stone tiles for over 23 years, we invite 
you to visit our boutique showroom set in the 

grounds of Gaddesden Home Farm.

Wed-Fri 9am to 5pm, Saturday by appointment, Sun-Tue closed

Prices From
£29m2 

inc VAT
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to be particularly high in Abel’s Grove
and Newlands Wood, just over the
Flamstead parish boundary. 

Former Pub Garden in Briden’s Camp
We were delighted with the number of
residents who attended the exhibition in
the Cricket Pavilion to view the pro-
posed development in Briden’s Camp.
We would like to mention our apprecia-
tion and to thank everybody who came
and participated.  We are evaluating the
comments received and the proposals
will be revised to address local concerns.

Estate Management
Little to report¸ apart from regular main-
tenance, though we had a major water
leak at the Home farm on the old brittle
alkathene pipe. This was very new and
up to date when installed in the 1960s but
has been subject to leaks in flinty ground
for many years. This has now been

replaced by a new length of pipe and we
believe that there is little of the old pipe
still in use around the estate, apart from
some of the field supplies at Hawbush
Farm and the Park in front of Gaddesden
Place.

Charity Ride
The summer “Park and Rides” have gone
well this year, following a relatively slow
start, due to the hard work of Chantal
and the RDA Volunteers, not to mention
Rob Pratt and his Wagu beef burgers!
The Charity Ride, in aid of the
Gaddesden Place Group of the Riding
for the Disabled Association, takes place
on 15th September. Entries, as usual, are
via the “Equo” website:
equoevents.co.uk

NGH

Member of the National Association of Registered Dog Sitters
Mrs. Doolittles Experienced Animal Care

whilst on holiday, at work, or during illness in your home

Dogs nReptiles nCats n Pigs n Sheep n Birds of Prey nRabbits nGuinea Pigs
Goats n Hamsters nHorses n Poultry n Fish nFerrets

4   years of veterinary nursing experience Public Liability insured

Tel: 01442 822191 or 07967 019031
Beverley Cornthwaite

Icknield Farm, Icknield Way
Tring, Herts., HP23 4JX 
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Ken Hodson
Local Computer Hardware and Software Repairs

Upgrades and Advice for Home and Business

Tel. 07974 156743 / 01582 794723
Email enquiries@Kenhodsoncomputerservices.co.uk

www.Kenhodsoncomputerservices.co.uk
Prevent children viewing inappropriate internet sites

No fix, no fee for all repairs - you have nothing to lose

Low hourly rate

Friendly training and instruction available in plain English

Upgrades of hardware and software carried out

Problems with Windows / Applications / Games / Internet /
Networks fixed

Most repairs carried out in your home, if not the computer will be
picked up from and delivered back to you

n

n

n

n

n

n

n

The Best Service For All Your Travel Needs

MJ Executi ve Cars
Mercedes Chauffeur Service

Tel:   07831819969

enquiries@mjexecutivecars.co.uk

www.mjexecutivecars.co.uk

VIP     CORPORATE     PRIVATE
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!  

!
Little Gaddesden B&B 

Comfortable village accommodation 

En-suite,TV, tea/coffee, fridge etc 

Perfect location 

!
6 & 7 Little Gaddesden 

Herts,  HP4 1PA 

01442 84227 

07721650724 

Nicky & Jon Bennett-Baggs 

nicky@bennett-baggs.com 
!

PETER D. HANNABY
Painter and Decorator

Interior and Exterior work
undertaken

For competitive quotations
please call

Mobile: 07765 250092
Home: 01442 288956

DEER LEAP
HORTICULTURE LTD.

Home Farm Works, 
Little Gaddesden, Herts.

Tel: 01442 842 511

We are your nearest Specialists 

for all Garden machinery. 

We also have a fully equipped Workshop for

Servicing and Repairs at reasonable charges.
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