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“Karen’s in the DogHouse!”
Kind, Fair & Effective Dog Training

01442 247374             07929 167397

www.karensinthedoghouse.co.uk

FREE Child Dog Bite 
Prevention Workshops
Sponsored by

 

Oil & Gas Boiler 
Annual Service, 
Breakdown Repair 
& Commission 
 Fully Qualified 
 Large range of spares in stock 
 Literally thousands of happy customers 
 Many years experience 
 Friendly, reliable service you can trust 

from a local business 
 Competitive rates 
 £5 million public liability insurance 

 

 

Dunstable 01582 660597 
Mobile 07786 936134 
www.griffin-heating.co.uk 



From Anthony Archer – Reader

Dear Friends

As I gaze out of my study window writing
this, the weather looks decidedly bleak for the
month often referred to as blazing June.  We
are seeing the antithesis of this, with some
parts of the UK experiencing a month’s rain-
fall in a couple of days; and as some of us will
be fortunate enough to go away for the annu-
al summer break shortly, the weather is get-
ting even more gossip minutes than usual.
The weather patterns of a few inclement days
may not prove climate change but the reality
of global warming and the challenge of how
to address it are here to stay.

I have to confess to be a late convert to cli-
mate change.  Although not a sceptic, I
thought there were more important issues
that needed attention; poverty, the plight of
refugees and asylum seekers, and the regres-
sion towards racism, homophobia and mili-
tarism. 

The Anglican Communion developed a mis-
sion statement back in 1988, adopted by the
General Synod of the Church of England in
1996.  Termed the Five Marks of Mission, the
statement committed the Church to: (i) pro-
claim the Good News of the Kingdom; (ii)
teach, baptise and nurture new believers; (iii)
respond to human need by loving service;
(iv) transform unjust structures of society, to
challenge violence of every kind and pursue
peace and reconciliation; and (v) strive to
safeguard the integrity of creation, and sus-
tain and renew the life of the earth

It wasn’t a pick ‘n’ mix statement for
Churches to chose from.  The package is an
integrated whole.  I was wrong to prioritise
some issues and thereby downplay the obliga-
tion on all Christians to ‘safeguard the
integrity of creation.’  In many ways the
Anglican Communion was ahead of the pack.
Far more recently, the United Nations has
established its Sustainable Development Goals

which are a call to action by all countries –
poor, rich and middle-income – to promote
prosperity while protecting the planet.

How should we respond to these seismic
challenges?  Of course, our primary duty is to
God, then to our fellow human beings includ-
ing our brothers and sisters now and in future
generations. It’s a key missional opportunity.
The Church of England would be likely to
appear more relevant in the eyes of outsiders
if seen to be in the vanguard of action on this
major first order issue; it might even con-
tribute to church growth. 

So how might our duty to God to be ful-
filled?  If we want to be part of God’s
redeeming work for all Creation as well as for
all people, we need to see climate change miti-
gation not just as a moral and spiritual chal-
lenge but also as a technical one.  Churches,
like governments, businesses and households,
have a carbon footprint that can be measured
and steps taken to reduce it;  this was the
focus of the Paris Agreement, committing all
to take action to keep the rise in global tem-
perature this century well below 2 degrees
Celsius above pre-industrial levels.  Are we
maximising our use of renewable energy?
How are we handling environmental waste,
especially perhaps single use plastic? Have we
thought about electric cars?  Are we prepared
to give financially to communities around the
world for whom climate change is an every-
day life and death challenge through rising sea
levels, for example the peoples of the Pacific
Islands?  The opportunities are huge to play
our part as a Church in caring for God’s cre-
ation, in terms of personal discipleship, in
missional engagement and stewardship. 

Now, the rain has started again, and the wind
is getting up.  That should generate some
additional gigawatts into the grid.  

Yours in Christ,

Anthony  
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 Beechwood Park School 

Independent excellence  
for girls & boys from 3 to 13 

 

Day & exi-boarding 

OPEN MORNINGS 2019 
15th February, 24th May, 18th October 

 

www.beechwoodpark.com 
01582 840333 
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CREAM TEAS & CAKES 
! ! ! ! ! !

"#$%&'!()*!+#,'!
-.$!/0$1#$/).0$!2.)*!)*3!43)35!

"#$%&'!66)*!7#8#9)!
"#$%&'!6:)*!"3;)3<=3>!

-/*&$83!04!%&)35!
!

?.<39@!!ABCD!E!FBCD!;<!
!

!
G0<3!&$%!10.$!#9!.$!)*3!G*#>/*!&)!H>3&)!H&%%39%3$!

7,,!I3,/0<3!E!I3!20#,%!,0J3!)0!933!'0#!
!

Member of the National Association of Registered Dog Sitters
Mrs. Doolittles Experienced Animal Care

whilst on holiday, at work, or during illness in your home

Dogs nReptiles nCats n Pigs n Sheep n Birds of Prey nRabbits nGuinea Pigs
Goats n Hamsters nHorses n Poultry n Fish nFerrets

4   years of veterinary nursing experience Public Liability insured

Tel: 01442 822191 or 07967 019031
Beverley Cornthwaite

Icknield Farm, Icknield Way
Tring, Herts., HP23 4JX 
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SOFT FURNISHING & UPHOLSTERY COURSEs 

WWW.MAGGILOUGHRAN.COM   INFO@MAGGILOUGHRAN.COM 

01442 252810 
Situated at Unit 2 Binghams Park Farm, Potten End Hill, Hertfordshire HP1 3BN 

 

FIND THE BEST FITNESS PROGRAMME FOR YOU
TO ENJOY & FEEL GOOD 

Pilates Classes for Total Beginners to Advanced Mornings & Evenings, weekdays & weekends, for both males
& females available now. Grab one of our 6 week courses from just £48! For our latest timetable visit our website
Ladies Only Challenge Programme. This is our most popular ladies-only fat-loss training programme.  A maxi-
mum 10 per group.  It is specifically for women who don’t just want to get into shape but strong too.  Look & feel
amazing in just 6 weeks with our introduction programme. Suitable for all levels.
Men Only Challenge Programme  A programme that separates the Men from the Boys - This programme is for
men that have a bit of weight to lose and want to replace it with strong lean muscle.
Personal Training and Nutrition - for a more bespoke personal option we offer 1-2-1 & small group coach-
ing and nutrition plans for weight-loss, health managemet, women’s health and performance sports.

For more details please visit: www.regardsoe-fitness.co.uk
e-mail : info@regardsoe-fitness.co.uk  Tel : 07786 156 653

“I can’t recommend Jo and her team enough” - Virginia Burden-Cooper, local resident
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In the tower we have been subject to the
usual absences due to holidays, ailments

and family commitments, but have rung for
Sunday services and on practice nights
thanks to the generous help from other local
ringers, and we have been delighted to wel-
come ringers from Flamstead to our last 3
practices on Wednesdays.

St Leonard’s church in Flamstead had no
band of ringers of their own for several

years and relied on ringers from other tow-
ers to provide a band for their Sunday ser-
vices and special occasions.  Then in 2016,
with the enthusiastic encouragement  of a
new ‘ringing’ vicar and the support from
experienced ringers from other towers, a
new Flamstead band was formed and they
have gone from strength to strength.  The
Flamstead bells are not the easiest to ring.
They are rung from the ground floor, so
they have long ropes, no guides on the ropes
to stop them flying round and are fairly
heavy to ring.  This has meant that this new
band of ringers has had to develop a good
ringing technique to manage the bells – not
for them the luxury of getting away with a
bit of sloppy handling, which is possible on
easier, lighter bells!

St Leonard’s is in the process of undertak-
ing various improvements and an initial

part of this refurbishment is to install a ring-
ing floor in the bell tower in order that the
West door of the church (which is under-
neath the bell tower and is currently where

the ringers stand) can be brought back into
general use.   Once the work is done the
ringers will ring from the newly installed
floor, which will mean shorter ropes and less
movement on the ropes – and should make
them easier to ring for those of us whose
rope handling technique is not what it
should be!

This has meant that there is no ringing at
Flamstead until this work is completed.

It shouldn’t take long, but in the meantime
we have had the pleasure of their company
and a crowded tower on practice nights and
indeed on one occasion we had 15 people of
very different standards from new beginners
through to some of the most experienced
ringers in the district ringing  – and there
was some really excellent ringing.  It was
lovely to hear Cambridge Surprise Minor
rung so well on a practice night in Great
Gaddesden.

This time of year is a popular one for
ringers to go out and about on ringing

outings and we have had a group of ringers
from the Peterborough area ringing our bells
on their outing during the day on
Wednesday 19th June, and we have a district
half day outing coming up for the Western
District at the beginning of July.   Another
opportunity to tour unknown villages, visit
new churches and ring different bells in
good company, finishing off with a pint or
two and a good meal  -  what more could I
ask for?

Great Gaddesden Bellringers - Sue Collyer

Congratulations to
100 Club Winner for June - Susan Beale No.2

Val Mills 
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Icknield Farm, Icknield Way, Tring, Herts HP23 4JX

VISITING, KENNELING, 
AND COLLECTING BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

Luxury heated accommodation for your dog
with a personal touch giving your dog the

extra attention they deserve.
All dogs are walked twice daily.

In association with Mrs. Doolittles pet sitters 

TEL: 01442 824856
www.spoilyourdog.co.uk

 

For enquiries (or) further information please contact us at: 
littlegaddesdenpreschool@aol.com 

07375 543288 / 07786 167417 

Follow us at 
@littlegaddesden
preschool 

• Open Monday to Friday, 8am to 3pm, for children aged 2 to 5 years  
• A variety of sessions available offering flexibility for parents accessing our 

provision. 
• Morning Sessions, Lunch Clubs and Full Days available 
• Term time only 
• Breakfast Club*  
• Holiday Fun Club for 3 to 8 year olds 
• 30 Hours Early Education Funding available for 3 &4 year olds 
• 15 Hours Early Education Funding available for 2, 3 &4 year olds 
 

*  (also available to children of Little Gaddesden Primary School) 

Where children 
achieve, grow 
and develop 
whilst being 

nurtured, 
learning 

through play 
and the outdoor 

environment. 
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For all types of commercial, retail and domestic electrical work







Scene Setting
Security Lighting
Fault finding inc. boilers
8 year NIC EIC Warranty

 Energy Saving Lighting

 Design and Installation

SM Row Electrical Engineer

tel: 01442 240515
mob: 07836 252567

email: steverow@sky.com
web: www.smrow.co.uk

Free

Estim
ates







Replacement fuseboards
Re-Wiring
Lighting and sockets
Inspection and PAT Testing

 Part P Registered

 TV/Telephone/Computer

Free

Estim
ates
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WILL KIMBERLEY
GARDEN SERVICES

01442 255784

Phone for a free no obligation written esti-
mate.
- High hedges a speciality
- Overgrown gardens cleared
- Fences erected and repaired
- Tree Lopping
- Fruit tree pruning
- Shrub trimming
- General garden tidy up’s

In fact any job in the garden!

MARKWELL CARPENTRY

  
gjmarkwell@gmail.com 

07517424375 

!

!

!

Bespoke Design           Joiner/Carpenter 
Interior Solutions                   Free consultations 

Walk and Talk
A short to medium length walk every Friday,

starting from the church at 9.00am
Tea, coffee and cake on our return about

10.15.  Please join us then
even if you can’t manage the walk.

Val Mills
Please contact Val for more details

07929 650664
regalreval@yahoo.co.uk
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Toe-Tal Footcare
Treatments in your own home at a time to suit you

Covering all feet related conditions including:
thickened nails,corns,ingrown toenails,callus.

Keep your feet in good condition with  regular treatment
and be treated to a reliable prompt and courteous service

by a local qualified foot health professional.

To book your appointment please call :

Graham Spendlove MCFHP MAHFP
07799033974

Also offered to both men and women
is a fingernail trimming service.
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PLANNING NEWS
21st May to 4th June

These are all readily available on the Dacorum Borough Council planning website along with all the sup-
porting documents of each application in an easily searched format.  You can search by dates, months or

weeks and by parish council.
For those with very slow or no internet access, I shall endeavour to update the newsletter with a brief

summary of recent local applications on a monthly basis.
Wyevale Garden Centre, Details as required by condition 9 (enclosure,hard surfacing and landscaping )

regarding  planning permission for dog day care facilities
Amaravati Buddhist Monastery, St Margarets details required re materials and landscaping

The Barn House, Pipers Hill - works to trees
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Great Gaddesden Parish Church Contacts
Revd. John Russell (Vicar) 01442 214898

St. John’s Vicarage, Pipers Hill, Great Gaddesden, HP1 3BY  john_russell@live.co.uk

Gill Moore (Reader)   01442 842054
3 Widmore Cottages, Bradden Lane, Gaddesden Row, HP2 6JB gillmoore@btinternet.com

Heather Tisbury (Reader)   01582 842807

20 West Dene, Gaddesden Row HP2 6HU tisbury@btinternet.com

Jo Connell (Churchwarden) 01442 842981

Brock House, St Margarets, Gt Gaddesden  HP1 3BZ  jo@mpconnell.co.uk

Peter King (Churchwarden) 01442 256556

The Old Forge, Water End Great Gaddesden HP1 3BH peter_kng@btinternet.com
Please contact the Vicar for Baptisms, Confirmations, Weddings or Funerals

#
#
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SaSSatSat Sat 21s22121st 21st21st SeSSepSept SeptSept 
enteenentrieentrentrientries entriesentries 9.3entries 9entries 9.entries 9.30entries 9.30--11 11111 

Refreshments,  auction 
and raffle.

IN VILLAGE HALL
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From Terry Douris - your County Councillor

Social Enterprise.
In May I attended the launch of the report from Social Enterprise UK entitled Front and
Centre. This document explores the opportunities to local authorities to consider the bene-
fits from engaging with Social Enterprise organisations to deliver services. Procurement is
the biggest area of public spending and in 2017/18 Government spent £284bn on buying
goods and services from external suppliers. How money is spent could be crucial in the
future economy.

But social value also needs to be considered beyond procurement. Whether it be through
asset transfer, grants or access to finance, making sure that these align to the social value pri-
orities of organisations is essential. Social value can be a broad spectrum from the individual,
economic and added value associated with small charities to the addition of apprenticeships
to larger business and infrastructure contracts. It is not one-dimensional and the way it is
generated will differ depending on type of service or goods.  In Hertfordshire, the county
council has engaged with a number of social enterprise companies, particularly in the area of
public health to deliver services, frequently on a small and local scale. 

Herts Show.
The show this year attracted the second highest gate attendance and certainly on the
Saturday was blessed with excellent weather. The Hertfordshire Council Exhibit once again
featured our Fire and Rescue Service and showcased our very newest fire engine. It really is
quite remarkable what it can carry. Inside the tent we featured the friendship dogs who are
trained to relax and calm people who may be at a stressful moment in time. We also invited
schoolchildren to create pictures of what they like about Hertfordshire and the plan is to
stitch these together to form a quilt which will be displayed in some of our libraries.

Taking the lead
As I previously mentioned, Hertfordshire County Council (HCC) is working on a range of
trailblazing projects that use dogs to improve the physical health, mental wellbeing and inde-
pendence of some of our most vulnerable residents.  The ‘Hertfordshire Taking the Lead’
programme is using a range of dogs – from specially trained assistance dogs to the well-
behaved pets of County Council staff – to not only improve the lives of people in our com-
munities that need help, but also save money in the long term.  The Staff Dogs Volunteering
scheme has assessed staff pet dogs for suitability to volunteer with vunerable residents.  The
staff member and their dog volunteer to visit places such as SEND schools, dementia centres,
care homes and addiction rehabilitation centres, to improve the wellbeing of service users.
It’s very early days but the feedback on the visits has been absolutely amazing so far!

Another HIT
I recently attended the Herts Inclusive Theatre’s Greatest showcase. It was great to see peo-
ple with disabilities performing such diverse entertainments and what is more important get-
ting a real thrill and buzz from it.

If I can help with any aspect of Hertfordshire County Council, please do not hesitate to
contact me on 01442 402273 or by email at terry.douris@hertfordshire.gov.uk 
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Parish Council CHAIRMAN’S
ANNUAL REPORT

presented at the Annual General
Meeting

This is my last meeting as Chair and Parish
Councillor.  I have been a Parish councillor
for ten years and Chair for the last five.  It has
been a privilege to work with my fellow
councillors, both past and present and I thank
them for all their support.  Parish clerks are a
very important part of the council and Anne
our present clerk is doing a great job.

A Parish Council needs to have a good work-
ing relationship with both Borough and
County Councillors, and we are well support-
ed by Jane Timmis and Bert Chapman for the
Borough and Terry Douris at County level.
And I thank them for that.

The Parish Newsletter, edited by Mike
Connell provides an important means of com-
munication to all parishioners, and we thank
him for all his work.

Great Gaddesden is a beautiful Parish, 93% is
within the Chiltern Area of Outstanding
Natural Beauty and I feel that the Parish
Council has made a significant contribution to
protecting and enhancing the quality of life
for our parishioners.  At last the downgrading
of the Hemel Hempstead to Leighton
Buzzard Road, which runs through Great
Gaddesden and Water End, from an A road to
B road has been achieved after many years
struggle  
We have twice in the past few years attended
hearings and prevented bridleways and foot-
paths being open to all traffic.

Footpaths and stiles have been maintained
with support from Clayton Rae at DBC,
benches have been provided at various view-
points over the Gade Valley for walkers.
Notice boards are soon to be erected provid-
ing information on Parish footpaths and items
of interest.

Unfortunately, although we managed to save

the bus route, it is not well supported and
runs less frequently than before.

Parking in Gaddesden Row has been an ongo-
ing problem but the Council liaised with the
Green and Clean team at DBC and no park-
ing signs have been installed in the relevant
places.

We are donating a sum of money to both the
local junior schools in recognition of the great
work they do educating the children and the
importance of keeping schools within the
parish.

We now have three defibrillators installed one
in each village and Water End, vital for use in
an emergency.  On behalf of the Parish I
would like to thank Councillor Malcolm
Stodell for all his efforts to achieve this. 

To keep villages flourishing a diversity of ages
are needed, it is easy for them to become
commuter communities, so the building of
four social housing units in West Dene,
Gaddesden Row is to be viewed as a success
bringing families into the area.  They are built
with the latest ecological technology saving
energy costs for the residents.   They are
named Johnson Court in recognition of our
late councillor Alan Johnson’s service to the
Parish.

In conclusion, I wish all the best to the new
chair and I am sure that they and the council-
lors will continue to serve the parish success-
fully.

Paul Harris, Chair

The presentation of the Chair’s report was
followed by an  open forum and questions:-

A Member of Public raised the issue of litter
in the Briden Camp area and the lack of sig-
nage regarding penalties for litter and fly tip-
ping.

Councillor Chapman reported that signage is
usually only on the main routes.

It was agreed that the Parish Clerk will con-
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Chair: 
Vice-Chair:
Members:

Clerk:   

01442 842498
01442 843751
07484 851266
07702 880534
01582 840059

07512 192188

Louise Wilson                     
Andy Thompson
Kevin Fitzgerald
John Lowrie
Malcolm Stodell
                                            
Anne Nudd

e-mail address is ggparishcouncil@gmail.com
The parish clerk can be contacted by telephone or e-mail Monday to Friday mornings only

The Parish CouncilThe Parish Council

Parish Council Website 
The Parish Council’s website is available 

at www.greatgaddesdenparishcouncil.org.uk

Parish Council meetings 2019
Great Gaddesden Parish Hall

15th July,
16th September, 21st October, 18th November

All meetings are on Mondays and commence at 8.00pm
unless otherwise noted

Venues subject to final confirmation - always check the current newsletter

Anything published in this newsletter does not necessarily reflect the views of the Parish Council

tact Dacorum Borough Council’s Clean and
Green team and the Community Service
team.

A Member of Public raised the issue of an
articulated lorry parking in the middle of
Leighton Buzzard Road at Water End while
making deliveries, during the rush hour.  It
was agreed that the Parish Council will write
to the company concerned recommending
traffic times.  The MoP was asked to keep a
log of the lorry’s timings.

A Member of Public raised the issue of dog

fouling on Gaddesden Row Common.  The
Parish Council will investigate arranging for
extra dog bins to be installed and paying for
them to be emptied.  The Parish Council will
also look into the upkeep of the Common
and will report back at the next meeting.

It was noted that domestic waste has also
been found on the Common.  This will be
reported to the Clean and Green team.  Cllr
Chapman asked to be copied in on corre-
spondence.  It was also recommended to use
a separate website “Fix my Street” to report
local problems such as this.
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SUMMER
MUSIC
FESTIVAL

G a d d e s d e n  L i v e !  
p r e s e n t s . . .

SATURDAY 20TH JULY 
FROM 3PM 

AT
GADDESDEN ROW VILLAGE HALL

AND GARDEN AREA
 

Search 'Gaddesden Live'
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Gaddesden Row JMI School 
June 2019 
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We do try to keep an up to date list

of birthdays.

If anyone wants to add names to our
list or knows of people who have

moved away and could perhaps have
their names removed, please contact: 

The Editor
Mike Connell

mike@mpconnell.co.uk
Names are normally removed after the   per-
son becomes 18, but we can include ‘special’
birthdays for any age. 

BIRTHDAYS - July
Fallon Makepeace   1st     9  
Charlie Robertson 4th   16  
Amanda Bayliss     6th   16 
Jamie Williams     12th   10  
Laurence Steward14th   16 
Harrison Field      16th   12  
Lachlan McIntosh19th   11 
Charlie Price        22nd   11  
Jake Hill                29th   16

BIRTHDAYS - August
Isabella Bailey        2nd   12 
Abigail Fitzgerald  6th     9

Abigail Timlett       6th     9
Olivia-Poppy Rudd8th   10
Scarlett Cheeseman 9th    6
Simeon Bishi         12th   12 
Lexi Spencer         12th   10 
Emily Drake         13th     9 
Matthew Green    15th   10 
Ethan Andrews    17th   14
Scarlett Baker        21st   17  
Daniel Brooks       21st   14 
Kaia Hall               23rd   11 
Sienna Norton     25th   13  
Rowan Pethard     31st   11  

Leighton
Plumbing & Heating
Oilfired boilers, service,
repairs and installations

Oftec registered
and insured

All other aspects of plumbing
and heating undertaken

01525 385250
0777 4567472

Leighton-plumbing@ntlworld.com
“Phasels”

Billington Road
Leighton Buzzard

LU7 9HH
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GREAT GADDESDEN PARISH HALL
Charitable Trust number 154154

Come and join us for your event.
A lovely modern venue, just 10 minutes from Hemel Hempstead and

Berkhamsted, along the Leighton Buzzard Road, with tables & chairs and
well-equipped kitchen. Lots of off-road parking for your guests and club

members.  
The hall is run by members of the community for the community and offers

great value for money. 
We invite you to upload photos of events that you held in the

hall, and click 'like' 
https://www.facebook.com/GreatGaddesdenParishHall

or contact Karen of 'Karens in the Dog House!' fame to dis-
cuss your needs.
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As the end of the school year approaches, and
the children (and teachers) look forward to a
well earned break, there has been no slow-
down at Great Gaddesden Primary School.

The school organised an Eco week, including
a visit from an Environmental Officer who
came to talk to the children. They have since
been picking up litter and prepared and
shared a sustainable meal, as a whole school.
A delicious pea and leek soup, a variety of
dips, roast summer vegetables all followed by
a scrumptious fruit sponge were served up. It
put my cheese sandwich to shame.

The home corner in Early Years became a
recycling corner, Years 1 and 2 gave presenta-
tions on endangered animals, Years 3 and 4
made a giant jelly fish and used it to hang key
facts about the environment, and Years 5 and
6 researched information about bees in prepa-
ration for creating a ‘bee friendly’ area in the
school garden. A whole school badge made of
recycled paper is now proudly on display in
the hall. 

The older children (Year 5 and 6) took off to
Dorset for an outward bound trip. All the
children had a fabulous time. They worked
very well as a team and challenged themselves
to ‘have a go’ at new activities. These includ-
ed the high ropes, street surfing, the giant
swing and archery. All returned full of excit-
ing tales and exhausted.

By the time you read this, our Year 3 pupils
will have taken part in a Sports Festival at
Ashlyn’s School, Berkhamsted. This is an
excellent opportunity for our pupils to com-
pete with children from other local schools
and be able to experience a range of sporting
activities.

Our KS1 children attended a Mini Olympics
at Hemel Sports Space, where they competed

against other schools from the local area. The
children had the opportunity to participate in
a relay race, a dribbling obstacle course, a
penalty shoot-out, javelin, curling, bowling,
long jump and even bouncing on a space
hopper! The children put so much effort and
enthusiasm into all of the activities and we
were delighted that they were awarded
FIRST PLACE! Another fantastic result for
our small village school. Well done, children!

With the hope of our sporting success contin-
uing, the 2019 Inter Village Sports event is
due to take place on Tuesday 9th July. This
year, the school are joining with Gaddesden
Row JMI School to jointly host this and will
be competed in by all the year 3 to year 6
children from the schools. The Gaddesden
Estate have kindly offered the use of their
cricket field at Bridens Camp to run event.
I’m sure it will be a great success. We are still
looking for car park attendance help, so if
you’d like to help please email admin@great-
gaddesden.herts.sch.uk

Away from the sporting arena, Leo
Scarborough, a Parent Governor, organised a
school working party, where parents under-
took maintenance tasks around the school. It
was a great success. About 15 or so people
attended, with a number of families donating
materials and tools. There was a real commu-
nity spirt and a huge thank you goes out to
all involved!

Jobs undertaken included hedge trimming,
shed re-roofing, jet hosing outside areas,
sweeping leaves and help with general main-
tenance. A well deserved lunch (and the odd
beer!) was served outside to give everyone
energy to continue on one of the hottest days
of the year so far. Some parents were even
running in ice-creams to cool off.

Great Gaddesden CofE (VA) SchoolGreat Gaddesden CofE (VA) School
For pupils aged 3-11

pto
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  www.hawkkb.co.uk
01442 803303

Oaklands Farm, Bradden Lane, Gaddesden Row, HP2 6JB

Full Concept to Completion, Design & Installation Service

KITCHENS

We not only deal with luxury 
kitchen brands but we also 

offer our own bespoke, 
British handmade kitchens, 

meaning we can design 
exactly to your speci cation.

BATHROOMS

Designed with the highest 
quality, our range of 

bathroom collections are 
intended to complement 

a number of different 
styles, from timeless to 

contemporary.

Bathroom Design | Bathroom Installation | Attention to Detail 
Unbeatabel Quality | Dedicated Team | Kitchen Design  

Kitchen Installation | Project Management | Luxury Brands  
Design & Build | Fitted Wardrobes | Home Renovations

WARDROBES
Providing the complete design and installation of made to 

measure tted wardrobes.
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The result? The school grounds now look
wonderful, with the wild hedge apparently
touted as a worthy entry into the Chelsea
Flower show.

We are looking forward to organising an
internal works party in the Autumn term with
both events becoming an annual event.

We are also looking forward to the Annual
Great Gaddesden Village Summer Fair, on 7th

July 1-4pm, which we hold jointly with the
church. We have something for all the family,
from traditional tombolas and games, to
inflatable Quasar, ride on animal toys, kids
cresta run and live music from local artists. A

BBQ, Pimms, homemade cakes, ice lollies and
sweeties take care of your food and drink
needs, while the silent auction gives you the
chance to bid on some brilliant prizes!

With the end of each school year, it is time to
say goodbye to the children who have now
reached the end of their time at our school.
While we will miss them, we hope their time
here has set them up to enjoy their new
schools and the next stage of their journeys
through life. The Leaver’s service will be held
at the church on Thursday 11th July, at 2pm.

Mike Tonge

Foundation Governor

Reg. Office: 46 Church End Redbourn St Albans Herts AL3 7DX

Concreting & Drainage
Painting & Decorating
Roofing 
Guttering Repairs
Leadwork & Glazing Repairs
Plumbing & Sanitary
Engineers

n

n

n

n

n

n

n

n

n

n

n

n

New Works
Extensions

Improvements
Refurbishment

Brickwork & Paving
Carpentry & Joinery

(BUILDERS) LTD(BUILDERS) LTD

01582 79259201582 792592

HALSEHALSEY

RODERICK WILSON
Fully Qualified

TREE SURGEON
and

FORESTRY CONTRACTOR

Little Gaddesden
Tel: (01442) 842716

Mobile: 077 689 37 138
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Got the bottle to help prevent
plastic pollution? Hertfordshire

has!

Refill Hertfordshire is on a mission to make
refilling your water bottle easy, convenient and
totally free, by introducing Refill Stations in as
many places as possible.

The new scheme is being rolled out throughout
Dacorum and all surrounding boroughs in
Hertfordshire. It encourages cafes, bars, restau-
rants and any other public-facing business with a
tap, to register themselves as a Refill Station for
free on the Refill app and put a sticker in their
window alerting passers-by to the fact that
they’re welcome to fill up their bottles for free.  

Refill is an award-winning campaign which was
launched by the not-for-profit organisation City
to Sea in 2015 and is now being rolled out
nationwide with support from Water UK and
local water companies, such as Affinity Water in
Hertfordshire. As part of this national campaign
Refill Hertfordshire has now been launched. 

Melanie Parr, Environmental Projects Lead from
Dacorum Borough Council is working to launch
Refill Hertfordshire locally, explains why both
businesses and their customers should get
involved: “In the UK 13 billion single-use plastic
bottles are used each year - this includes all fizzy
drinks, milk and toiletry bottles. A staggering
60% of these are water bottles – that’s 7.7 billion
bottles that could be easily avoided, if only we
were refilling our reusable water bottles instead
of buying single-use ones”. 

Melanie added, “We are all well aware of the
problems that single-use plastic pollution is caus-
ing in our oceans, as well as being littered in our
countryside too. Refill Hertfordshire gives us all
the opportunity to help make this type of litter a
thing of the past, at the same time as saving
money. It’s good business sense as well, as cus-
tomers view businesses that provide free water
refills more favourably and are more likely to
return to them to make future purchases.” 

There are approximately 300 Refill Stations regis-
tered throughout Hertfordshire and over 100 of

these are here in Dacorum. We want to sign up as
many as possible - so if you have a tap that could
become a Refill Station, please get in touch or
register yourself on the app or via
www.refill.org.uk. 

Refill Hertfordshire builds on the success of
Refill around the UK, which now boasts a net-
work of over 20,000 Refill Stations. Mala, the
Refill Regional Coordinator, says “We’re so
excited that Hertfordshire is joining the Refill
movement and making a real difference by reduc-
ing reliance on single-use plastics. Every time we
refill a reusable bottle we save our own money
and the planet’s resources, and all those individu-
al refills add up to a huge impact. It’s great to see
so many local businesses supporting Refill
Hertfordshire by signing up to provide free
refills.”

If just one in ten bottles were refilled once a
week, we’d have 340 million less plastic bottles a
year in circulation! It’s estimated that nationally
the Refill scheme will cut plastic bottle use by
tens of millions each year, as well as substantially
increasing the availability of high-quality drink-
ing water. 

Water UK Chief Executive Michael Roberts who
has helped to support the Refill revolution says:
“As an industry with a strong focus on the envi-
ronment we are passionate about tackling the
problems caused by plastic bottles, which clog up
rivers and drains, and pollute our seas. By refill-
ing water bottles, we can all help turn this harm-
ful tide of plastic waste. This country has some of
the best drinking water in the world and we want
everyone to benefit from it. This scheme will do
that by making it easier for people to refill their
bottles wherever they work, rest, shop or play.”

Make sure that before you leave your house you
remember your reusables, so that you can easily
refill your drinks bottle on the go.

Find out more about how you can help reduce
your plastic use further at
www.dacorum.gov.uk/reusables . You can also
visit the Refill website at www.refill.org.uk to
download the free Refill app, register as a Refill
Station and find out more about the Refill move-
ment.
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Gaddesden Estate News 
Before I go into thoughts about farming and
harvest there is one important subject which I
must mention:
Public consultation for the land south of
The Crown and Sceptre, Bridens Camp

The Gaddesden Estate is working with
Wheatley, a Hertfordshire based house-
builder, on proposals to develop the land
south of The Crown and Sceptre in Bridens
Camp, to provide 9 new homes. We intend to
submit a planning application for this site
soon. Before we do so, we wish to give local
residents an overview of the site’s history,
present the proposed development plans and
provide the chance for people to give feed-
back at a public consultation event we are to
hold.

We appreciate that this is a sensitive site to
redevelop and we have worked closely with
Wheatley in the design of the scheme. The
brief to the architects was to produce a
scheme that would look as if it has always
been there. As such, we have sought to mirror
the design of the existing houses. We propose
a mixture of 2, 3 and 4 bedroom houses.
Arranged as terraced, semi-detached and
detached houses, all will be 2-storey.
Vehicular access to these houses will be from
the bridle path, with car parking located
behind the houses. This road will be
improved. The scheme will also bring
improvements to the T-junction of the bridle
path and Red Lion Lane. In turn, this will
require a new bus shelter. The existing wood-
ed area along the site’s eastern boundary will
be retained.

We understand that there is an urgent need
for more housing in the UK.  We believe
building new homes within Bridens Camp
will help sustain the hamlet’s existing services,
whilst making use of an unused acre of land
located between the existing houses.

We hope you will like our scheme.  Please do
come along to have a look at our design and
give your feedback at the consultation event,

which is to be held at the Great Gaddesden
Cricket Club’s Green Pavilion on Saturday
20th July from 9am to 12:30pm.

Harvest
We are nearly at the point now when we can,
in the colloquial expression, “shut the gate”
on the arable land.  The wheats though need
one more fungicide to protect the flowering
plants from disease.  Wheat can be particular-
ly vulnerable to a disease at this point which
produces toxins in the grain, meaning it can
be unfit for human consumption.  Since we
hope most of the wheat will go into Weetabix
we need to ensure that the plants are protect-
ed.  From then on it will be a case of waiting
for the crops to ripen and praying for fine
weather.  The spring barley too is flowering
and seems to be developing very fast this year,
helped by its early sowing in the February
heatwave.  As I write this in the third week of
June, the linseed is just beginning to display
its beautiful blue flowers, and the oilseed rape
north of Gaddesden Row will be ready to cut
in a few weeks.
In the lull before harvest, we take the oppor-
tunity thoroughly to clean the grain stores
and the drying ducts, ready to receive the
grain as it comes in off the combine.  It is also
a good time to carry out machinery mainte-
nance.
Our grazing tenants have shorn their sheep
and during the next few weeks will be hay-
making in the fields around the Golden
Parsonage, also hoping for a reasonable spell
of fine weather.

Estate Maintenance
As part of our efforts to be as “green” as we
can, six years ago we installed Solar
Photovoltaic panels on the roof of our No 4
building. For the first time we have had these
cleaned in order to prevent the build-up of
moss and lichen, which can affect their effi-
ciency.  It’s a job we could do ourselves in
future as three of the team have just passed
their cherry picker test. The day of the test
was made more entertaining by the fact that
the test machine broke down when one of

pto
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• •Est 1995
Quorn Stone

LIMESTONE | MARBLE | PORCELAIN

Quorn Stone, Oakengrove Yard, Gaddesden Home Farm,
Hemel Hempstead, HP2 6EZ

www.mystone�oor.com

As a family business and direct importers of 
natural stone tiles for over 23 years, we invite 
you to visit our boutique showroom set in the 

grounds of Gaddesden Home Farm.

Wed-Fri 9am to 5pm, Saturday by appointment, Sun-Tue closed

Prices From
£29m2 

inc VAT
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them was 18 metres up in the air.  Thankfully
not for long though, and he has safely now
returned to earth! 

High Park Wood
A reminder from last month’s Newsletter:
The thinning of High Park Wood is due to
begin in the next few weeks. We apologise for
any inconvenience that this may cause walk-
ers. Part of the need for the thinning and
removal of the ash trees at this time is that the
Ash Dieback disease, commonly called
“Chalara” can cause mature ash trees to drop
limbs unexpectedly. As there are several pub-
lic footpaths in the wood, this is something
we have to take very seriously.

Ride and Horse grazing
Ride membership was renewed at the 1st June.
We had many members calling into the Estate
Office which provides a good chance to meet
members and to sound them out about
improvements or maintenance of the Ride.
Welcome to any new members from
Flamstead Pony Club, we have had a great
response from you! If anybody would like to
join, membership is limited but some spaces
are still available, Please contact chantal@gad-
desdenestate.co.uk..
We are pleased that at present all our horse
paddocks are occupied. We are beginning
summer grassland maintenance.

Park and Ride
We have had some very enjoyable “Park and
Rides” this summer. The next events are on
14th July and 11th August, with the Charity
Ride, held in aid of Gaddesden Place Riding
for the Disabled, on 15th September. We get
masses of good feedback on our Facebook
page and riders seem thoroughly to enjoy the
day, not least breakfast baps and Wagu
Burgers from Marbled Meats!
We welcome riders of all abilities; booking is
through www.equoevents.co.uk. Entry is £20
and £25 for the Charity Ride. For more infor-
mation see
www.gaddesdenestate.co.uk/equine-parks-
rides

American Halseys
Having heard very little from across the
Atlantic in the earlier part of this year, we
now have several visits arranged from mem-
bers of the Halsey family in the United States.
As I may have mentioned before, Thomas
Halsey emigrated to New England in the
1630s and begat a large number of descen-
dants, who spread over the whole of the USA.
Many families remained, though, in his home
town of Southampton, Long Island, NY,
where several still farm the sandy land, and
where his house of around 1650 still stands.
1520 -2020
Next year will see 500 years since John Halsey
took a lease of the Golden Parsonage and
Grove Farm (which became the Home Farm
in 1870) from the Prior of King’s Langley,
who was also the Rector of Great Gaddesden.
While John is first heard of in 1513, the family
are recorded in the parish having land at Stags
End in 1434 and Richard Halsey was the sig-
natory of a deed with the Prior of 1458.

Wildlife
Has anyone heard a cuckoo this year? I cer-
tainly have not, for the very first time! There
seems to be a worrying decline in some bird
numbers. Is this due to climate change,
drought in the Sahel region of Africa, or
what? Swallows, swifts and house martins
seem to be very scarce , though there are a
large number of goldfinches around. I saw
some lapwings in the spring, but only one
pair. Another bird we used to see regularly
was the Little Owl, but no longer, and spar-
rows which used to frequent the farmyard
have virtually disappeared. On the estate we
have ancient woodland as well as old grass-
land,and the farm has planted wild bird cover
and ”pollen and nectar” mixtures for bees and
other pollinators, photos of which will be on
our facebook page. 
The other evening we did though see a fallow
deer “pricket”, a young buck, playing on the
lawn outside our bedroom window.
Fortunately, he has not yet found the roses!  

NGH
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Ken Hodson
Local Computer Hardware and Software Repairs

Upgrades and Advice for Home and Business

Tel. 07974 156743 / 01582 794723
Email enquiries@Kenhodsoncomputerservices.co.uk

www.Kenhodsoncomputerservices.co.uk
Prevent children viewing inappropriate internet sites

No fix, no fee for all repairs - you have nothing to lose

Low hourly rate

Friendly training and instruction available in plain English

Upgrades of hardware and software carried out

Problems with Windows / Applications / Games / Internet /
Networks fixed

Most repairs carried out in your home, if not the computer will be
picked up from and delivered back to you

n

n

n

n

n

n

n

The Best Service For All Your Travel Needs

MJ Executi ve Cars
Mercedes Chauffeur Service

Tel:   07831819969

enquiries@mjexecutivecars.co.uk

www.mjexecutivecars.co.uk

VIP     CORPORATE     PRIVATE
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!  

!
Little Gaddesden B&B 

Comfortable village accommodation 

En-suite,TV, tea/coffee, fridge etc 

Perfect location 

!
6 & 7 Little Gaddesden 

Herts,  HP4 1PA 

01442 84227 

07721650724 

Nicky & Jon Bennett-Baggs 

nicky@bennett-baggs.com 
!

PETER D. HANNABY
Painter and Decorator

Interior and Exterior work
undertaken

For competitive quotations
please call

Mobile: 07765 250092
Home: 01442 288956

DEER LEAP
HORTICULTURE LTD.

Home Farm Works, 
Little Gaddesden, Herts.

Tel: 01442 842 511

We are your nearest Specialists 

for all Garden machinery. 

We also have a fully equipped Workshop for

Servicing and Repairs at reasonable charges.

!!
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Sunday 7th July, The Third Sunday after Trinity, ( Proper 9) 

9.00am Mattins Nettleden 
9.00am Parish Communion Little Gaddesden 

10.45am  Parish Communion Great Gaddesden 
6.00pm Evensong Little Gaddesden 

Thursday, 11th July 
2.00pm Great Gaddesden School Leavers’ Service Great Gaddesden 

Sunday 14th July, The Fourth Sunday after Trinity, ( Proper 10 )Sea Sunday 
9.00am Mattins Nettleden 
9.00am Family Service Little Gaddesden 

10.45am  Family Service Great Gaddesden 
6.00pm Evensong Little Gaddesden 

Sunday 21st July The Fifth Sunday after Trinity,  ( Proper 11) 
9.00am Parish Communion Little Gaddesden 

10.45am  Parish Communion Great Gaddesden 
6.00pm Evensong Nettleden 

 
Sunday 28th July, The Sixth Sunday after Trinity, ( Proper 12) 

9.00am Mattins Nettleden 
9.00am Parish Communion Little Gaddesden 

10.45am  Parish Communion Great Gaddesden 
6.00pm Evensong Little Gaddesden 

Sunday 4th August, The Seventh Sunday after Trinity, (Proper 13) 
8.00am Holy Communion BCP Nettleden 
9.00am Parish Communion Little Gaddesden 

10.45am  Parish Communion Great Gaddesden 
6.00pm Evensong Little Gaddesden 

Sunday 11th August, The Eighth Sunday after Trinity, (Proper 14) 
9.00am Patronal Festival Mattins Nettleden 
9.00am Family Service Little Gaddesden 

10.45am  Family Communion Great Gaddesden 
6.00pm Evensong Little Gaddesden 

Sunday 18th August The Ninth Sunday after Trinity, Proper 15 
9.00am Parish Communion Little Gaddesden 

10.45am  Parish Communion Great Gaddesden 
6.00pm Evensong Nettleden 

Sunday 25th August, The Tenth Sunday after Trinity, Proper 16 
9.00am Mattins Nettleden 
9.00am Parish Communion Little Gaddesden 

10.45am  Parish Communion Great Gaddesden 
6.00pm Evensong Little Gaddesden 

Sunday 1st September, The Eleventh Sunday after Trinity, Proper 17 
8.00am Holy Communion BCP Nettleden 
9.00am Parish Communion Little Gaddesden 

10.45am  Parish communion Great Gaddesden 
6.00pm Evensong Little Gaddesden 

 


