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GREAT GADDESDEN PARISH COUNCIL 
 

 
Minutes of the Great Gaddesden Parish Council Meeting 

Held at Great Gaddesden Parish Hall 
On Monday 15th July 2019 starting at 8.00 pm 

 
PRESENT 
 
Councillors: 
Louise Wilson (Chair) 
Andy Thompson 
Malcolm Stodell  
John Lowrie 
County Councillor Terry Douris (part meeting 8.15 pm–9.15 pm) 
 
Guests:  
David Barrett & Oliver Donohoe (Dacorum Borough Council) (8 pm-8.55 pm) 
 
Also in attendance 
Parish Clerk 

 18 Members of Public 
 
1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 
Councillor Kevin Fitzgerald 
Dacorum Borough Councillor Jane Timmis 
Dacorum Borough Councillor Bert Chapman  
 
2. MINUTES FROM THE MEETING HELD 17 JUNE 2019 

 
The Minutes of the Parish Council meeting on 17th June 2019 were discussed and signed by Councillor 
Wilson. 
 
3. OUTSTANDING MATTERS - UPDATE 
 
The Parish Clerk had contacted BT and it had been confirmed that there are no restrictions in place 
regarding placing flowers around telephone boxes (now housing the defibrillators), subject to their not 
being defaced. 
 
The Parish Clerk had contacted Dacorum Borough Council regarding the removal of public comments 
from the Bruce’s Doggy Daycare planning application.  DBC replied that comments were still online. 
 
SIGNS FOR PUBLIC FOOTPATHS 
 
Councillor Thompson confirmed he has received the quote for the noticeboards.  Routes and the map 
legend to be discussed.  
 
ALLOTMENTS 
 
The Parish Clerk is sourcing a padlock for the entrance gate at Gaddesden row and repairs to the side 
gate.  Councillor Thompson is obtaining a quote for a grab lorry. 
 
The Parish Clerk will contact Dacorum Borough Council regarding bins which can also be used for dog 
fouling purposes.  The Parish Clerk will request bins for both Great Gaddesden and Gaddesden Row. 
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4. CORRESPONDENCE 
 
The following correspondence had been received: 
 

• Notice of Public Space Protection Order in relation to dogs from Dacorum Borough Council. 
 

• Email from a parishioner regarding a padlocked metal gate along the footpath connecting the 
Hoo with Widmore Farm. 
Response:  After visiting the footpath it was found the gate was unlocked. 
 

• Email from a parishioner regarding felling of trees in Hoo Woods. 
Response:  Dacorum Borough Council confirmed it was private land.  A parishioner had spoken 
to a tree surgeon at the site who reported that they are working in the woods due to a bug 
impacting the conifers. 
 

• Email from a Gaddesden Row allotment holder enquiring about putting a 12 x 8 shed on their 
plot. 
Response:  It was agreed this would be allowed on the proviso that the shed is removed when 
the holder vacates the plot. 
 

5. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
 

Karen Tonge, Great Gaddesden Parish Hall Committee, reported that the hall is very well used with 
regular hirers and that any income is re-invested into running the hall. The kitty is currently £7000. Mrs 
Tonge noted that the fencing and heating require improvement and that the Committee is actively 
looking into applying for a grant of up to 50% from Dacorum Borough Council.  Mrs Tonge welcomed any 
suggestions for usage or improvements for the hall. 
 
A MoP suggested looking into Heritage Lottery Funding.  A MoP noted that Little Gaddesden Hall receives 
a subsidy from its Parish Council. 
 
The Chair noted that the Parish Clerk will enquire about Little Gaddesden’s subsidy.  The Parish Council 
confirmed it would be willing to help the Parish Hall Committee with its grant application. 
 
6. HIGHWAYS 

 
The Parish Clerk had written to County Councillor Terry Douris regarding a number of points raised in the 
previous minutes.  Councillor Douris responded to the points: 
 
 I have put together my responses below. I feel that I should mention that a MoP has raised these points 
about Ringway before and I responded then. 

 

• A MoP noted that £110,000 had been spent on Water End Bridge and fixing 2 humps on Pipers 
Hill and that work done by Ringway on Ledgemore lane has not been completed. The MoP 
believes this is not value for money and asked who has the authority to investigate these costs. 
The Parish Council suggested writing to the CEO of Ringway. The Chair replied that while it is not 
in the Parish Council’s remit it will raise the matter with Councillor Douris and question the 
validity of the contract and include our objections.  
Response by Cllr Douris: The contract was let by HCC to Ringway for the Maintenance of the 
Highways within the budget allotted to them. The procurement exercise considers a number of 
aspects and I believe that all of the major contracting companies - of which there are becoming 
less – will all be in approximately the same ball park. I am sorry if the MoP does not feel that it is 
good value for money and I believe that a FOI request was made to HCC over the previous repair 
to the bridge. With regard to the latest serious damage I would imagine that the vehicle was 
damaged and that the police would be aware of the insurance details and that HCC, through 
Ringway, would pursue the driver’s insurance company for recovery. The nature of the bridge 
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and its construction and materials means that great care and attention has to be paid to the 
method of restoration. 

 

• A MoP asked if the public had any input in to the procurement process. Dacorum Borough 
Council handles all procurement processes.  
Response by Cllr Douris: The procurement of contractors on the Highways is a matter for Herts 
County Council or Dacorum Borough Council. 
 

• A MoP noted that Give Way signs have appeared on Pipers Hill and suggested 2 Give Way signs 
be erected on both sides together with a speed limit sign.  
Response: There has not been a request for these before and there is a view that there can be 
too much ‘clutter’ on the highways. Generally, I would hope that drivers using this road would 
exercise care and consideration for other road users without the need for additional signs. 
 

• A note had been received from a MoP requesting double yellow lines be placed at Gaddesden 
Row. 
Response by Cllr Douris: Following a previous meeting I did raise this with my Highways officer 
who made the point that sometimes vehicles parked can act as a deterrent to speeding which 
could occur with a clear road. Her has commented that to the best of HCC records there has not 
been a recordable incident at this point nevertheless if funds become available, I will look to see 
if there might be consideration given to this request. 

 
The Parish Clerk had also written to Councillor Douris regarding Water End Bridge and the recent accident 
and he confirmed that the bridge parapet had been damaged at around 4 am.  The police have not yet 
informed Herts County Council of any details.  Councillor Douris hopes that HCC will be able to claim the 
repair costs from the driver’s insurance.  Councillor Douris does not know the timescale for repairs but 
believes it will not be as long as the last time the bridge was repaired as the Environment Agency will 
continue to allow use of the watercourse.  Councillor Douris confirmed that the bridge repair will follow 
the normal HCC procurement process.  Councillor Douris confirmed that the current crash barrier is safe. 
 
A MoP enquired about placing permanent traffic lights at the bridge.  Councillor Douris replied that this 
has been discussed before with support for and against them.  This will probably be discussed again 
following this incident.   
 
Councillor Douris was asked if a bypass was a possibility for the area.  He confirmed that there is a 
possibility as there is a proposed garden village (as yet undefined) for 11,000 homes north east of Hemel.  
A bypass would run from the Leighton Buzzard Road to junction 8 or 8a of the M1 up towards Redbourn.  
CIL funding would be considered automatically. 
 
A MoP enquired about the possibility of a parallel bridge.  Councillor Douris replied that this has been 
mentioned but houses on the northern side of the bridge would have to be removed.  
 
A MoP asked what the procurement process is for contractors as he believes that Ringway have not 
finished jobs properly. 
 
Councillor Douris reported that the contract was awarded in 2012 for 5 years with an option to extend for 
a further 5-7 years from 2017.  The contract was let under EU procurement rules covering the whole of 
Hertfordshire at over £100m per annum.  Councillor Douris defended the Council’s procurement process.  
Councillor Douris noted that there is 10% performance monitoring in place by Herts County Council and 
that work done under the Locality Budget of £90,000 per annum on highways are always inspected.  
Councillor Douris noted that he has responded previously to points made by a MoP that the work has not 
been completed professionally. 
  
The Chair noted that Councillor Douris has given a written response and answered questions.  Councillor 
Douris asked the MoP to write to the Parish Council with any enquiries and he will investigate individual 
items. 
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7. PLANNING 
 
A   To consider planning applications below.  
 
5.6.19 Ref: 4/01327/19/FUL  Objections submitted 25.6.19 
Land Adjacent 35-36 West Dene, Gaddesden Row, HP2 6HU   
Construction Of 3 X Two Bedroom Dwellings Including Widening Of The Access Road And Associated 
Parking, Amenity Space And Refuse Storage  
 
The Chair invited Mr David Barrett, Group Manager, Housing Development Dept., Dacorum Borough 
Council, to speak. 
 
Mr Barrett confirmed that the Department had originally made contact with the former Parish Council 
Chair, Mr Paul Harris, and they had met on site and exchanged emails and drawings for his comments.  
Whilst there is no statutory requirement to consult the Parish Council, Mr Barrett apologised for not 
proceeding through the correct channels in this instance.  He noted that internal processes have been 
changed going forward with regard to parish councils.   
 
The Chair thanked Mr Barrett for his apology and confirmed that discussions with the Parish Council 
should have taken place within a Parish Council meeting and that they had no knowledge of the 
discussions with Mr Harris.  The Chair confirmed that the Parish Council has objected to the planning 
application. 
 
Mr Barrett noted that he is in the Housing Development Department and not part of the Planning 
Department.  He also noted that he would be happy to answer questions but requested that any 
complaints are referred to the Planning Department.   
 
Mr Barrett confirmed that the current scope of the Housing Development Department is to deliver 300 
properties, all over the Borough. 
 
A MOP noted that any planning has to comply with a policy around parking and asked what will happen 
to current parking.  Mr Barrett acknowledged that parking is a contentious issue and that the planning 
exceeds the parking policy and is aware that as a result of the development, parking will be displaced.  Mr 
Barrett noted that the land is not a designated car park and that Dacorum Borough Council regard it as 
wasteland.   The MoP believes it to be a parking area because there are garages.   
 
A MoP questioned the lack of access for emergency vehicles.  Mr Barrett replied that the vehicle tracking 
report for the road size had been in line with requirements.  Mr Barrett gave a copy of the independently 
commissioned parking report to a MoP. 
 
The Chair recommended that MoPs object through the planning portal. 
 
A MoP noted that there are potentially 16 cars in flats and asked where they will be able to park as they 
cannot park further away.  The residents explained that they enjoy the village location and children 
playing in the street.  The residents need cars as there are only 2 buses per day in Gaddesden Row.  Mr 
Barrett reported that there is still time to make comments to the Planning Officer. 
 
A MoP reported that drainage is often blocked because it is old.  The drainage has been investigated 
previously. 
 
A MoP noted that there is a house on the plan shown next to his house which will block his sunlight.  Mr 
Barrett noted that measurements around angle and distance had been taken and designed to work to 
prevent this. 
 
A MoP asked if Mr Barrett would attend the Planning Committee’s meeting and he confirmed he would. 
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A MoP asked the Parish Council to verify with DBC that since 1974 there have never been garages.  This 
information is incorrect.  The photos of the site used by DBC in its application are at least 7 years old and 
asked if the survey can be redone.  Mr Barrett advised that the photos show the site and are not taken to 
show parking.  The Chair confirmed they will raise the accuracy of these details with DBC. 
 
Mr Barrett confirmed that there will be a local lettings policy in place for local connections. 
 
Mr Barrett was asked if the council would consider reducing the number of units from 3 to 1 or 2.  Mr 
Barrett replied that it would not be viable as the housing revenue account has to buy the land owned by 
the general fund account. 
 
A MoP asked if Dacorum Borough Council would sell the land with planning permission.  Mr Barrett 
replied that this was not the case. 
 
The MoP asked if Mr Barrett communicates with the Planning Department.  Mr Barrett confirmed that he 
is the agent for the developer and that it is the architect who communicates with the Planning 
Department.  He confirmed that all applications go to the Planning Committee where the final decision is 
made.  The Chair confirmed there is transparency between the Housing and Planning Departments. 
 
A MoP asked if there would be a public consultation as there had been previously at Johnson Court.  The 
Parish Council confirmed that it has objected and that the points raised in this meeting will go the 
Planning Department. 
 
The Parish Council was asked how much influence it has.  The Parish Council confirmed that if it objects to 
an application then the Planning Department has to take it to the Planning Committee.  Mr Barrett 
confirmed that all schemes go to the Committee.  The Parish Council confirmed that both the applicant 
and the Planning Officer make their own case at the Committee meeting.  Any Councillors who take the 
floor at the meeting will be Dacorum Borough Councillors and not Parish Councillors.  MoPs can attend 
the meeting and can pre-register and find the date of the meeting on the Dacorum Borough Council 
website. 
 
The Parish Council advised that the volume of valid objections made is important as Councillors have to 
take on board the valid points. 
 
A MoP noted that he believes most Planning Committee meeting decisions have been based on policy 
and not on objection from MoPs.  The Parish Council noted that the Planning Committee does not always 
give permission and that these meetings are transparent through their being minuted.  The Parish Council 
also confirmed that there are now extra safeguards in place when the Council applies to itself for 
planning applications. 
 
The Chair thanked Mr Barrett for attending the meeting. 
 
It was evident at the meeting that the residents strongly object to the planning application and believe 
that their comments are not being taken into account.  There were 10 residents present and the Chair 
confirmed that their comments will be minuted and sent directly to the Planning Officer.   
 
6.6.19   Ref: 4/01368/19/FUL   Objections submitted 25.6.19 
Hatches Croft, Bradden Lane, Gaddesden Row, Hemel Hempstead, HP2 6JB   
Demolish Three Buildings.& Construction Of New Dwelling. 
 
The Parish Council is awaiting a detailed description of the prefabricated structure. 
   
Objections will be raised to the following planning applications: 
 
26.6.19   Ref: 4/01534/19/FUL 
Woodlands, Noake Mill Lane, Water End, Hemel Hempstead  HP1 3BB 
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Demolition of existing agricultural barn and construction of 2 x 1.5 storey 3 bed semi detached dwellings 
 
This was discussed and the Parish Council agreed that this was a case of over-development. 
 
No objections will be submitted to DBC for the following applications: 
 
3.7.19      Ref: 4/01467/19/FUL 
Noake Mill House, Noake Mill Lane, Water End, Hemel Hempstead HP1 3BB  
Replace Existing Road Bridge With Twinned Box Culvert 
 
19.6.19   M048610] Licensing Act 2003 – LA2003 s.17: Premises licence - New licence application – 
Deebsday Ltd 
Following confirmation that there had been no previous complaints to Dacorum Borough Council, the 
Parish Council agreed no objections would be submitted. 
 
B  To consider planning applications between the date of the Agenda and the date of the Parish Council 
meeting 
 
No objections will be submitted to DBC for the following applications: 
 
8.7.19      Ref: 4/01626/19/LBC & 4/01625/19/FUL 
Ragged Hall, Gaddesden Row HP2 6HJ 
Alterations to existing rear extension first floor ensuite bathroom.  Installation of new stove in the study 
(with associated flue) 
  
8.   FINANCE  
 
Monies Received  
Bank Interest June 2019                                      £5.85 
Allotment rents           £22.50  
Payment of Invoices  
Clerk's Salary – July       £624.00 
SLCC Annual Membership Renewal     £122.00 
Information Commissioner’s Office Data Protection Fee Renewal  £  40.00 
Clerk - expenses        £  45.97 
 
9.   LUTON AIRPORT EXPANSION PLANS 
 
There were no reports this month. 
 
10.   DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
 
The next Parish Meeting is scheduled to take place at Great Gaddesden Parish Hall at 
8.00 pm on Monday, 16th September 2019. 
 
The meeting closed at 9.40 pm. 
 


