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“Karen’s in the DogHouse!”
Kind, Fair & Effective Dog Training

01442 247374             07929 167397

www.karensinthedoghouse.co.uk

FREE Child Dog Bite 
Prevention Workshops
Sponsored by

 

Oil & Gas Boiler 
Annual Service, 
Breakdown Repair 
& Commission 
 Fully Qualified 
 Large range of spares in stock 
 Literally thousands of happy customers 
 Many years experience 
 Friendly, reliable service you can trust 

from a local business 
 Competitive rates 
 £5 million public liability insurance 

 

 

Dunstable 01582 660597 
Mobile 07786 936134 
www.griffin-heating.co.uk 



FROM THE VICAR
Dear Friends,

What might you consider to be a no brainer in
your life, where there’s just a simple choice to
make? In other words, what are the things
you hold as your basic principles for living? I
doubt when it comes to it there are very
many.

In our complicated, mesmerising wealthy
world, we have huge choice. You can’t go into
a coffee shop these days without being pre-
sented with a bewildering array of choices.
What’s your favourite? Latte, Skinny latte,
Americana, Cappuccino Mocha? Never mind
where the actual beans come from!... 
Things would be so much simpler and easier if
they just served Coffee - perhaps! 
With choice has come sophistication; a few
years ago, you to had specify if you wanted a
heater in your new car and pay extra for the
privilege, then it was air conditioning, now
you may have your quilted seats not just heat-
ed or cooled, but they may massage you as
well!

The promise of choice extends to so many
areas of our lives. What to wear, what not to
wear, what to eat, what not to eat, where to go
to school, where to work, live or take our
leisure. What holidays do we take?  Which
utility company do we use? Where do we
shop? Which bank do we trust? Such is the
proliferation of choice that a whole industry
has grown up to help us navigate the many
choices we have to make. We can compare and
contrast the market, find out the going rate
and get the best deal. But, then again, which
comparison website should we choose to
begin with?? Argggh!!

Life is certainly not simple in the twenty-first
century and far from making things easier, too
much choice can in fact cause us anxiety and
blight our lives with the constant question,
‘What if?’ Consumer choice is heralded as the
way to attain happiness, but is that really true? 

The prophet Jeremiah presents us with a sim-
ple choice - do we trust in God or not? It’s
quite straightforward according to the
prophet. If you put all your trust in human
powers you will be like a shrub in the desert,
that will  become desperate for nourishment
and shade, but if you put your trust in God,
you will be like a tree planted by water whose
leaves will stay green, bearing fruit to the end
of the ages. He sees the choice as a very easy
one; do we want to flourish or not? Do we
want life or death? 

Similarly, the Psalms often call us to consider
our choices. If we choose to ‘delight in the
Law of the Lord’, we will be happy; if we
choose to ignore the Law of the Lord, we will
perish. Again, the choice is actually very sim-
ple. 

In his first letter to the Corinthians in chapter
15, St Paul also presents us with a simple
choice, a stark choice. Do you believe that
Christ was raised from the dead? Or not? This
question lies at the very heart of our faith. It
provokes us to give a ‘yes’ or ‘no’ answer.
There cannot be any ‘ifs’, ‘buts’ or ‘maybes’. 
God has already chosen us, he’s put his cards
on the table…Set out his stall.  And we are
offered his promise of life for all eternity; so
the choice is there before us and it ought to be
a no brainer.

But what does that eternal life look like? With
it all be plain sailing? No more worries or
cares? Is this easy path? I mean Jesus
said, ‘Come to me, all you that are weary and
are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give
you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn
from me; for I am gentle and humble in heart,
and you will find rest for your souls. For my
yoke is easy, and my burden is light.’ (Matthew
11:28-30).
It is in comparison with the alternative, but
God’s Kingdom is strange topsy-turvey king-
dom - at least in the eyes of the world and at
the very least offers some discomfort. 
In the Kingdom of God, the world is turned
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 Beechwood Park School 

Independent excellence  
for girls & boys from 3 to 13 

 

Day & exi-boarding 

OPEN MORNINGS 2019 
15th February, 24th May, 18th October 

 

www.beechwoodpark.com 
01582 840333 
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upside down, expected human choices are sub-
verted and we are invited to enter into a new
way of looking at the world and a new way of
navigating life. The poor, Jesus tells the down-
trodden people of First Century Palestine, will
inherit the kingdom of God, the hungry will
be filled, and those who weep will laugh. They
are the ones who will now be called ‘happy’ or
blessed.

For us, choosing Christ opens up possibilities
for everyone whose lives have been dimin-
ished: the downcast, the dejected, the dispos-
sessed. All those who have been denied choice
by human powers and dominions will find lib-
erty in the blessings of God. The trouble is we
are the wealthy of the world, we are blessed
with the power to choose whatever we like,
pretty much.

In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus tells his lis-
teners that effectively those who control their
lives (i.e. the Roman Empire and corrupt local

rulers), will be brought low, the well-fed will
be hungry, and those who laugh will come to
mourn and weep. This message is easy to take
literally and out of context, but nevertheless, if
we wealthy and privileged of today, choose to
follow the way of Life in all its fullness then
opportunities and ways in which we can share
the material things we enjoy will be presented
and then we can really play our part in God’s
Kingdom.

I am yours in Christ,
John

John Russell
St John’s Vicarage

Pipers Hill, Great Gaddesden
HP1 3BY

e-mail:john_russell@live.co.uk
tel: 01442 214898

Easter Lilies
Easter Sunday is on April 21st this year and we will be decorating the church on Saturday
April 20th. In recent years, many of the lilies used in our Easter flower arrangements have
been sponsored by people in memory of loved ones and if you would like to contribute to
this year’s flowers please send your donation to Val Mills at the address below, or place it
in the basket provided at the back of the church.  Please use a Gift Aid envelope if appro-
priate, and sign our flower book.

Thank you.Val Mills
Donations / Cheques (payable to Great Gaddesden PCC) should be sent to:- 
13, Christchurch Road, Hemel Hempstead, HP2 5BX

Great Gaddesden Parish Church Contacts
Jo Connell (Churchwarden) 01442 842981

Brock House, St Margarets, Gt Gaddesden  HP1 3BZ  jo@mpconnell.co.uk

Gill Moore (Reader)   01442 842054
3 Widmore Cottages, Bradden Lane, Gaddesden Row, HP2 6JB gillmoore@btinternet.com

Merlin Howells (Churchwarden) 01442 265517
Flat 217, Elizabeth House Hemel Hempstead  HP2 5HH 

Heather Tisbury (Reader)   01582 842807
20 West Dene, Gaddesden Row HP2 6HU tisbury@btinternet.com

Revd. John Russell (Vicar) 01442 214898
St. John’s Vicarage, Pipers Hill, Great Gaddesden, HP1 3BY  john_russell@live.co.uk
Please contact the Vicar for Baptisms, Confirmations, Weddings or Funerals
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SOFT FURNISHING & UPHOLSTERY COURSEs 

WWW.MAGGILOUGHRAN.COM   INFO@MAGGILOUGHRAN.COM 

01442 252810 
Situated at Unit 2 Binghams Park Farm, Potten End Hill, Hertfordshire HP1 3BN 

 

FIND THE BEST FITNESS PROGRAMME FOR YOU
TO ENJOY & FEEL GOOD 

Pilates Classes for Total Beginners to Advanced Mornings & Evenings, weekdays & weekends, for both males
& females available now. Grab one of our 6 week courses from just £48! For our latest timetable visit our website
Ladies Only Challenge Programme. This is our most popular ladies-only fat-loss training programme.  A maxi-
mum 10 per group.  It is specifically for women who don’t just want to get into shape but strong too.  Look & feel
amazing in just 6 weeks with our introduction programme. Suitable for all levels.
Men Only Challenge Programme  A programme that separates the Men from the Boys - This programme is for
men that have a bit of weight to lose and want to replace it with strong lean muscle.
Personal Training and Nutrition - for a more bespoke personal option we offer 1-2-1 & small group coach-
ing and nutrition plans for weight-loss, health managemet, women’s health and performance sports.

For more details please visit: www.regardsoe-fitness.co.uk
e-mail : info@regardsoe-fitness.co.uk  Tel : 07786 156 653

“I can’t recommend Jo and her team enough” - Virginia Burden-Cooper, local resident
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This past month we have been very
aware of our reduced numbers in the

tower – particularly since Val, our tower
captain, has not been ringing for several
weeks and so, until she returns, we have
been very dependent on visiting ringers to
be able to ring all 6 bells, and sometimes
our efforts to ring to the best of our inex-
perienced ability have fallen short of perfect
ringing.  On Sundays we do concentrate on
simpler rounds and call changes in order to
get our striking as good as possible, and on
Wednesdays (when we have sufficient visi-
tors) we concentrate on developing our
skills and techniques, and several of us ring
in other towers in order to broaden our
experience and  ring on different bells.

In last month’s Parish Newsletter therewas an advert to try to drum up some
new ringers., but to date this has not pro-
duced any response.  There must be some-
one out there who has always wanted to
ring?  If it’s you and you are a bit hesitant
about what is involved, please get in touch
(Val’s telephone number is 07929 650664),
or drop by on a Wednesday evening when
we are ringing and see what happens.  You
can always give it a go and see if it is for
you.

Thinking about people who ring led me
to finding out any celebrities who ring

church bells – and indeed there are:

John Betjeman, English poet, writer andbroadcaster was a ringer, and indeed his
autobiography (written in blank verse) was
entitled “Summoned by Bells”.

Jo Brand, comedian and television presen-ter rang the bells at Benenden in Kent

when she was at school.  Her best friend’s
Dad was a vicar and he expected her to go
to church on Sunday.  Jo compromised by
learning to ring the bells instead, which she
described in a BBC TV interview as ‘being
great fun’.

Dame Norma Major, wife of former PM
John Major, was a ringer, as was the

writer, performer and entertainer, Frank
Muir.  Alan Titchmarsh, gardener and writ-
er also rang bells for many years.  He learnt
at the age of 10, ringing with his mother
and father (to this day there are many ring-
ing families with several generations ringing
together).  Being a gardener, Alan reminds
us that ‘campanology’ has the same root as
‘campanula’ a bell shaped flower which is
one of his favourites.

Perhaps one of the best known namesassociated with bell ringing is John
Bunyan, the English writer and Puritan
preacher, born in 1628 and author of
‘Pilgrim’s Progress’ who is said to have
‘taken much delight in ringing’.  After
struggling with his conscience, he gave up
ringing the bells, considering the activity to
be too frivolous and impious, but he con-
tinued to visit the tower to listen and
watch, gradually becoming more fearful
and worried that a bell would fall on his
head and kill him!

If you feel braver than John Bunyan, youwould be very welcome to join our
merry band of ringers in our tower, where
I can promise you that not a single bell has
ever fallen on anyone’s head (and where I
have never seen anyone’s feet leave the
floor either!)

Great Gaddesden Bellringers - Sue Collyer
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Icknield Farm, Icknield Way, Tring, Herts HP23 4JX

VISITING, KENNELING, 
AND COLLECTING BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

Luxury heated accommodation for your dog
with a personal touch giving your dog the

extra attention they deserve.
All dogs are walked twice daily.

In association with Mrs. Doolittles pet sitters 

TEL: 01442 824856
www.spoilyourdog.co.uk

 

For enquiries (or) further information please contact us at: 
littlegaddesdenpreschool@aol.com 

07375 543288 / 07786 167417 

Follow us at 
@littlegaddesden
preschool 

• Open Monday to Friday, 8am to 3pm, for children aged 2 to 5 years  
• A variety of sessions available offering flexibility for parents accessing our 

provision. 
• Morning Sessions, Lunch Clubs and Full Days available 
• Term time only 
• Breakfast Club*  
• Holiday Fun Club for 3 to 8 year olds 
• 30 Hours Early Education Funding available for 3 &4 year olds 
• 15 Hours Early Education Funding available for 2, 3 &4 year olds 
 

*  (also available to children of Little Gaddesden Primary School) 

Where children 
achieve, grow 
and develop 
whilst being 

nurtured, 
learning 

through play 
and the outdoor 

environment. 
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For all types of commercial, retail and domestic electrical work







Scene Setting
Security Lighting
Fault finding inc. boilers
8 year NIC EIC Warranty

 Energy Saving Lighting

 Design and Installation

SM Row Electrical Engineer

tel: 01442 240515
mob: 07836 252567

email: steverow@sky.com
web: www.smrow.co.uk

Free

Estim
ates







Replacement fuseboards
Re-Wiring
Lighting and sockets
Inspection and PAT Testing

 Part P Registered

 TV/Telephone/Computer

Free

Estim
ates
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WILL KIMBERLEY
GARDEN SERVICES

01442 255784

Phone for a free no obligation written esti-
mate.
- High hedges a speciality
- Overgrown gardens cleared
- Fences erected and repaired
- Tree Lopping
- Fruit tree pruning
- Shrub trimming
- General garden tidy up’s

In fact any job in the garden!

MARKWELL CARPENTRY

  
gjmarkwell@gmail.com 

07517424375 

!

!

!

Bespoke Design           Joiner/Carpenter 
Interior Solutions                   Free consultations 

Walk and Talk
A short to medium length walk every Friday,

starting from the church at 9.00am
Tea, coffee and cake on our return about

10.15.  Please join us then
even if you can’t manage the walk.

Val Mills
Please contact Val for more details

07929 650664
regalreval@yahoo.co.uk

Great Gaddesden Church 100 Club
Congratulations to Mrs J Potton (Alice) our February

winner  with  ticket No. 13
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Toe-Tal Footcare
Treatments in your own home at a time to suit you
Covering all feet related conditions including:
thickened nails,corns,ingrown toenails,callus.

Keep your feet in good condition with  regular treatment
and be treated to a reliable prompt and courteous service

by a local qualified foot health professional.

To book your appointment please call :

Graham Spendlove MCFHP MAHFP
07799033974

Also offered to both men and women
is a fingernail trimming service.
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Quiz Night

Gaddesden Row Village Hall

Saturday 27th April
Doors open 6.30 pm for 7.00 pm start

Fish and Chip Supper
Sausage  and Chips

Veggie Burger and Chips

Contact  Julie or Lynn 
On 01582841493

For details and book a table 

Tickets   £11

Up to 6 people per table

Bring your own drinks and nibbles
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Chairman: 
Vice-Chairman:
Members:

Clerk:   

01442 258773
01442 843751
01442 247272
01442 200779
07767 075490
01582 840059
01442 842498
07512 192188

Paul Harris                          
Andy Thompson
Janice Brown
Martin Lindley
Paul Sandford
Malcolm Stodell
Louise Wilson                     
Anne Nudd

(For all enquiries about the Parish Council and local matters.)
NOTE   NEW Council e-mail address is ggparishcouncil@gmail.com

The Parish CouncilThe Parish Council

Parish Council Website 
The Parish Council’s new website is now available 
at www.greatgaddesdenparishcouncil.org.uk

Parish Council meetings 2019
Great Gaddesden Parish Hall

18th March, 15th April, 15th July,
16th September, 21st October, 18th November

Gaddesden Row Village Hall
20th May, 17th June

All meetings are on Mondays and commence at 8.00pm
unless otherwise noted

Venues subject to final confirmation - always check the current newsletter

Anything published in this newsletter does not necessarily reflect the views of the Parish Council
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GREAT GADDESDEN PARISH HALL
Charitable Trust number 154154

Come and join us for your event.
A lovely modern venue, just 10 minutes from Hemel Hempstead and

Berkhamsted, along the Leighton Buzzard Road, with tables & chairs and
well-equipped kitchen. Lots of off-road parking for your guests and club

members.  
The hall is run by members of the community for the community and offers

great value for money. 

We invite you to upload photos of events that you held in the
hall, and click 'like' 

https://www.facebook.com/GreatGaddesdenParishHall
or contact Karen of 'Karens in the Dog House!' fame to dis-

cuss your needs.

The Best Service For All Your Travel Needs

MJ Executi ve Cars
Mercedes Chauffeur Service

Tel:   07831819969

enquiries@mjexecutivecars.co.uk

www.mjexecutivecars.co.uk

VIP     CORPORATE     PRIVATE
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We do try to keep an up to date list
of birthdays.

If anyone wants to add names to ourlist or knows of people who have
moved away and could perhaps have
their names removed, please contact: 

The Editor
Mike Connell

mike@mpconnell.co.uk
Names are normally removed after the   per-
son becomes 18, but we can include ‘special’
birthdays for any age. 

BIRTHDAYS - March

Cally O’Neill          3rd   13 

Lucy Chappell        4th   10 

Riley Florido          9th   10 

Seth Wickens          9th   13 

Ellie Gurney         18th   11  

Reece Burr            20th   17

Grace Lutt             21st   13

William Gardener24th   18 

Joseph Hollick      27th     5

Immy Wilkinson  29th   12

!

!"#$%&&'(#&)*)&&+!,&-$./&,0120#1

3456786996:;
8<345=4>7?75@4A4=B637=8CA6@45=

DEFGH7IFDJKE
"#$#%%&!'()(*+&#)!,(#)&%-

"(&.&!,(#)&%-/!'$#.0#!1#)#%2&%-
'03*+#)!,(#)&%-!4$(0#53

DEADLINE FOR THE NEXT
April  2019 ISSUE is

22nd March
anything after the deadline

CANNOT be included

Leighton
Plumbing & Heating
Oilfired boilers, service,
repairs and installations

Oftec registered
and insured

All other aspects of plumbing
and heating undertaken

01525 385250
0777 4567472

Leighton-plumbing@ntlworld.com
“Phasels”

Billington Road
Leighton Buzzard

LU7 9HH
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Full concept to completion, design and installation service

Oaklands Farm, Bradden Lane, Gaddesden Row, HP2 6JB
01442 803303

www.hawkkb.co.uk

SIX NEW KITCHEN DISPLAYS COMING TO OUR GADDESDEN ROW SHOWROOM

Come along to our open day on Saturday 23rd March to view the all new 
displays and sample food cooked by our home economist in our new ovens
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As a Governor at Great Gaddesden School I
attend meetings on education and oversee the
School Curriculum, helping to maintain our
excellent standards. I also get to share in the
many fun and exciting activities of the school. I
can recommend being a School Governor!

Our monthly value  is Ambition. We will all be
working to achieve our goals and celebrate
when others achieve theirs. One of my ambi-
tions is to join in with Disco Dough with our
youngest pupils!

We have welcomed a new teacher to Early
Years, Mrs Chloe Benson. Each week our
younger pupils base their work on a book,
making learning fun. Last week they were keen
to share their puppets, singing, writing and
number work based on The Three Little Pigs.

Miss Carty gave some of the Governors a talk
on IT teaching and development in the school.
We have updated the curriculum in line with
“Switched on Computing” units. We will have
more focus on coding as the children move
through key stage 2. All children at all levels do
coding. It is a useful skill and both boys and
girls enjoy it. We hope to introduce an after-
school Code Club in the near future.   Staff are
using Espresso as a cross curricular online
teaching tool, especially good for Computing
and Maths. We have introduced digital class
registers which will mean more teacher and
pupil time to spend on learning and fun in
school.

Chocolate Day, Year 5 and 6
Years 5&6 started their Ancient Maya topic
with a hot chocolate day. They made a Mayan
drink with cacao nibs, honey, vanilla and chilli.
Then they designed their own drink. They had
great fun experimenting and discussing the dif-
ferent drinks they made. Some were tastier than
others, but all were very chocolatey. The
chocolate gave them a lot of energy which
made the Knitting after school club very lively.
Aaron Wall in year 5 commented “My least

favourite flavour hot chocolate drink I tested
was chilli, because it made my mouth tingle. I
enjoyed creating my own hot chocolate drink
flavoured with honey, whipped cream, choco-
late sauce, marshmallows and cinnamon. It was
scrumptious!”

Chinese New Year
The Library is dominated by a splendid
Dragon to mark the Chinese New Year. This
fabulous beast was made by a whole school
effort, each class contributing. It is a great and
colourful creation made of paper plates and
cereal boxes. Cookery Club have made and
shared a Chinese meal which smelled delicious
and Hannah Burfot in year 3 confirmed it also
tasted delicious. 

Special Activities
Special activities this month have included a
Superhero drama workshop, a skipping chal-
lenge and NSPCC talks and workshops based
on their Speak Out. Stay Safe programme.
Two of our older children became Scientists for
the afternoon at Watford Hospital. They were
sponsored by the charity, Harvey’s Gang, who
help increase understanding of the work carried
out in blood laboratories, and one of the staff
will be returning to school to work with the
older children during our Science week. 

At the Year Two Athletics Festival our girls
were 7th place and our boys 11th place out of
36 schools. This is a great achievement for such
a small school. Well done to everyone who
took part. 

To date we have had one Snow Day and hope-
fully Spring is just around the corner. We have
Wow Forest School days planned, and are
looking forward to Easter with our much loved
Egg rolling competition. Our Easter church
service will be at 9am on Thursday 4th April.
Everyone is welcome to join us.

Gill Edwards, 
School Governor

Great Gaddesden CofE (VA) SchoolGreat Gaddesden CofE (VA) School
For pupils aged 3-11
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‘Gaddesden Live!’ music events to bring community together
A St Patrick’s Day Celebration featuring local ukulele group, Electric Ukes, will take place
on Saturday 16th March in Gaddesden Row village hall.  The event is the brainchild of neigh-
bours Katy Holder, Alex Holroyd and Emily Elfer who hope it will be the first of many live
music evenings in the space, organised under the name Gaddesden Live!.

Looking to bring the community together, the trio decided to launch Gaddesden Live! after
moving to the village and finding there were few opportunities for locals to socialise.  Katy
explained: “There is no longer a pub in Gaddesden Row where villagers can meet up. We hope
that utilising the village hall for music events will offer locals a new opportunity to get to know
each other.”  With many village halls closing across the UK and fewer than 10% of the country’s
10,000 community buildings being used to full capacity*, the neighbours also hope to promote
the hall as a venue and raise funds for the local groups that use it.

“The hall is a great space right on our doorstep which we’d love to see enjoyed more regular-
ly. There is also a Montessori school using the space and our long-term aim is to help add to
their facilities,” Katy added.  “We also know that local musicians, including Electric Ukes,
are always looking for new venues at which to perform, so we’re pleased to offer them a plat-
form.”

Tickets for the St Patrick’s Day Celebration, taking place from 7pm-11pm on Saturday
16th March cost £5 (under 12s go FREE). Guests are asked to bring their own alcoholic
beverages. For tickets and more information please email gaddesdenlive@gmail.com. 

* Source – Action with Communities in Rural England (ACRE).
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• •Est 1995
Quorn Stone

LIMESTONE | MARBLE | PORCELAIN

Quorn Stone, Oakengrove Yard, Gaddesden Home Farm,
Hemel Hempstead, HP2 6EZ

www.mystone�oor.com

As a family business and direct importers of 
natural stone tiles for over 23 years, we invite 
you to visit our boutique showroom set in the 

grounds of Gaddesden Home Farm.

Wed-Fri 9am to 5pm, Saturday by appointment, Sun-Tue closed

Prices From
£29m2 

inc VAT
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Member of the National Association of Registered Dog Sitters
Mrs. Doolittles Experienced Animal Care

whilst on holiday, at work, or during illness in your home

Dogs nReptiles nCats n Pigs n Sheep n Birds of Prey nRabbits nGuinea Pigs
Goats n Hamsters nHorses n Poultry n Fish nFerrets

4   years of veterinary nursing experience Public Liability insured

Tel: 01442 822191 or 07967 019031
Beverley Cornthwaite

Icknield Farm, Icknield Way
Tring, Herts., HP23 4JX 

!  

!
Little Gaddesden B&B 

Comfortable village accommodation 

En-suite,TV, tea/coffee, fridge etc 

Perfect location 

!
6 & 7 Little Gaddesden 

Herts,  HP4 1PA 

01442 84227 

07721650724 

Nicky & Jon Bennett-Baggs 

nicky@bennett-baggs.com 
!

PETER D. HANNABY
Painter and Decorator

Interior and Exterior work
undertaken

For competitive quotations
please call

Mobile: 07765 250092
Home: 01442 288956

DEER LEAP
HORTICULTURE LTD.

Home Farm Works, 
Little Gaddesden, Herts.

Tel: 01442 842 511

We are your nearest Specialists 

for all Garden machinery. 

We also have a fully equipped Workshop for

Servicing and Repairs at reasonable charges.
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Forestry
I begin this month with forestry, which
will be of interest to walkers in High Park
Wood and on the public footpath in the
Water Park Meadow. We will be thinning
the ash trees in the wood in accordance
with our Forestry Commission Felling
Licence granted in 2012 under our
Management Plan. This will reduce the
canopy cover in the wood by around 30%.
The contractors are aware of the public
footpaths and will erect warning notices
when forestry operations are taking place.
The extraction route will lead to a stacking
area adjoining the Ladies Mile (Nettleden
Road). Unless conditions are very dry,
there is bound to be some rutting where
the timber is extracted. 

We do have the ash disease known as
Chalara ash dieback  (Hymenoscyphus
fraxineus) on the estate, which can make
normally resilient ash branches go brittle
and break in high winds. This is a sec-
ondary reason for undertaking the work
now, due to the large number of rights of
way within and approaching the wood.
Readers may recall that we replanted one of
the compartments in Big Wood last year
principally with Douglas Fir and some oak.
Even with last year’s hot dry summer most
of the trees survived. There has been con-
siderable damage caused by deer playing
with the tree guards. We are in the process
of “beating-up” with transplants grown
from seed in the kitchen garden at The
Golden Parsonage.
It is possible that later this year we will be
selling some mature oak, from Big Wood,
for which there is a good demand at the
moment.

We continue the programme of deer man-
agement as set out in our management plan.

Up to now, we have been concentrating on
two woods in Flamstead parish, but now
are moving nearer the centre of the estate.

Farming
Our most precious resource is the soil.
Much thought has gone into the best way
of preserving and enhancing this to make it
as healthy and long lasting as possible. To
this end we ceased ploughing almost every-
where eighteen years ago, and moved to
minimum tillage, known as “min-till”. This
has a secondary advantage of releasing
much less carbon into the atmosphere. We
have investigated “no-till”, though this is
only applicable to suitable soils, and unlike-
ly to be practical here. Both methods are
reliant on the herbicide Glyphosate, usually
known as “Roundup”, about which there
has been some controversy! 

Winter crops have come through well,
though the woodpigeons have attacked the
oilseed rape badly in various places. Now,
with the beautiful weather at the time of
writing we are able to get on with the
spreading of phosphate and potash fertiliser
in solid form and liquid nitrogen. We
grazed some of our Winter cover crops
with a neighbour’s sheep and now all the
cover crops are receiving a dose of
glyphosate, preparatory for spring drilling.
This year we have split the spring area
between barley, hopefully for malting
(Beer!), and linseed.

Other livestock news includes the lovely
sight of spring lambs gambolling in the
grassland at the Golden Parsonage, and cat-
tle continue to graze Gaddesden Park.
Virtually all of the produce, wheat and
oats, from 2018 harvest has now been sold
and moved. (pto)

Gaddesden Estate News March
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Ken Hodson
Local Computer Hardware and Software Repairs

Upgrades and Advice for Home and Business

Tel. 07974 156743 / 01582 794723
Email enquiries@Kenhodsoncomputerservices.co.uk

www.Kenhodsoncomputerservices.co.uk
Prevent children viewing inappropriate internet sites

No fix, no fee for all repairs - you have nothing to lose

Low hourly rate

Friendly training and instruction available in plain English

Upgrades of hardware and software carried out

Problems with Windows / Applications / Games / Internet /
Networks fixed

Most repairs carried out in your home, if not the computer will be
picked up from and delivered back to you

n

n

n

n

n

n

n

RODERICK WILSON
Fully Qualified

TREE SURGEON
and

FORESTRY CONTRACTOR

Little Gaddesden
Tel: (01442) 842716
Mobile: 077 689 37 138
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Reg. Office: 46 Church End Redbourn St Albans Herts AL3 7DX

Concreting & Drainage
Painting & Decorating
Roofing 
Guttering Repairs
Leadwork & Glazing Repairs
Plumbing & Sanitary
Engineers

n

n

n

n

n

n

n

n

n

n

n

n

New Works
Extensions

Improvements
Refurbishment

Brickwork & Paving
Carpentry & Joinery

(BUILDERS) LTD(BUILDERS) LTD

01582 79259201582 792592

HALSEHALSEY

We have had a good go at hedge-cutting
this winter, within our Environmental
Stewardship parameters, as last year weath-
er conditions precluded much work on the
hedges. This operation has to finish by the
end of February, in order not to disturb
nesting birds.

Estate maintenance 
One of the banes of our lives is water!
Every winter we seem to have various win-
ter water leaks. This year we had a particu-
larly bad one at Whitehouse Farm.
We are as usual continuing the programme
of redecoration and cottage maintenance,
ensuring dwellings are up to EPC regula-
tions, and seeing where we can make
improvements, such as installing double
glazed windows.

We are planning to re-build a wall at
Gaddesden Place stables, which collapsed
some years ago as well as possibly begin-
ning a long programme of re-pointing the
former kitchen garden wall. Our next
major project will be the refurbishment of

the Golden Lodge, which we hope to begin
later this year.
We have been clearing redundant and long
disused structures in the Home Farm yard
such as old oil tanks, the rolled barley hop-
per (dating from the days of our “Barley
Beef” unit) and the slurry ramp which was
used to fill muck spreaders in the days of
the dairy herd. 

Horses and Ride
Due to the outbreak of Equine flu in
February, we closed the ride for a few
days, until racing resumed, well aware that
several businesses on the estate were
dependent on horses.
We are beginning our annual programme
of Ride and jump repairs, which will take
several weeks, as well as installing new
fencing in some of the grazing paddocks.
The monthly “Park and Ride” events will
take place as usual in the summer and the
dates for these are on the “Equo” website.

NGH
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Church Duty Rotas 
Sidesmen Reader    Intercessions

Mar   3 Anna Sladden Peter Diggle Heather Tisbury
Mar  10 Mandy Davie Jude Burfot Nick Halsey
Mar  17 Peter King Jo Connell Peter King
Mar  24 Jo Connell Merlin Howells Gill Moore
Mar  31 Peter King Anna Sladden Peter King
Apr   7 Michael bayes Sharon Mitchell Gill Moore
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