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“Karen’s in the DogHouse!”
Kind, Fair & Effective Dog Training

01442 247374             07929 167397

www.karensinthedoghouse.co.uk

FREE Child Dog Bite 
Prevention Workshops
Sponsored by

 

Oil & Gas Boiler 
Annual Service, 
Breakdown Repair 
& Commission 
 Fully Qualified 
 Large range of spares in stock 
 Literally thousands of happy customers 
 Many years experience 
 Friendly, reliable service you can trust 

from a local business 
 Competitive rates 
 £5 million public liability insurance 

 

 

Dunstable 01582 660597 
Mobile 07786 936134 
www.griffin-heating.co.uk 



FROM THE VICAR

Dear Friends,
I read this the other day and thought it
was so edifying(!) I thought I’d share it
with you. 
A Mr. Kevin Carlyon, who calls himself
the High Priest of the covenant of Earth
Magic, used to be in the papers a lot
undoubtedly because some of his bizarre
exploits. On one occasion he exorcised a
Ford Capri in Eastbourne because it had
the registration number ARK 666Y. As
Kevin explained to the Eastbourne
Gazette, “The mark of the beast is 666,
and without our expert help there could
have been a few problems. It is a nasty,
evil little piece of work but we feel we
have made it safe now.”  (Was he talking
about the car or the registration plate?
Sorry all you Capri owners!).  The owner
of the said Capri wasn't so worried about
the car being demonic, “I’m not really
convinced by it at all but the car's going in
for its MOT soon so we shall see.” 
“We are 100% serious in what we do,”
said Mr. Carlyon. “There are no devils or
demons involved, we are normal people.” 

I think it common knowledge I’m a bit of
a car fan but I have never been tempted to
have any car I’ve owned exorcised though
some have been the source of trouble. 
Many members of the clergy are fascinated
by transport of one sort or another, both
public and private. One priest who minis-
tered to a very conservative congregation,
said he loved trains, because they were the
only things that moved in his parish with-
out him having to push them! 
Another retired priest who loved to travel
long distances on a succession of local
buses, called his autobiography Keep me
Travelling, taking the words from the

hymn by Sydney Carter, “One more step
along the world I go”. He wrote that the
trains and buses nowadays were very dif-
ferent from when he was young. Then
they were owned by the state or the local
authority and run for the benefit of the
community, now they’re been privatized
and their only aim is to make money. 
He also included Christianity in the
notion of privitisation, arguing that up
until the 1950’s everybody pretty much
accepted that we were a Christian country
and everybody was expected to behave in
a Christian way and most people, church-
goers or not, would call themselves
Christian. Sunday was a day of rest and
people still had some sort of conscience. 
Apparently, those not keen on the church
thought church-goers were narrow-mind-
ed and judgmental and that the Bible was
full of historical stories which science had
proved to be untrue and that it was based
on antiquated customs and only a few old
fuddy-duddies attended!
Is that still true today? I hope not, certain-
ly not around here. We are continuing to
try to instill that sense of Jesus Christ and
His Gospel being for all people, no more
so than at this approaching season of
Christmas. 
All the tinsel and wrapping paper, the
food the drink and the trappings and trim-
mings which we all enjoy, will not com-
pensate for the fundamentally important
things, such as love, family and friends,
sickness and health, life, death and loss. 
Also, we cannot return to some golden age
past, because it probably never existed, so
trying to put the clock back just won’t
work. Instead we should be underpinning
everything we do with the message of the
Gospel, concentrating on building the
kingdom of God 'on earth, as it is in heav-
en' and relying on the fruits of the Holy
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www.beechwoodpark.com 

Independent excellence  
Day and flexi-boarding School 

for boys and girls aged 3 to 13 

OPEN MORNINGS  
2018 

9th February, 25th May, 19th October 
 

AL3 8AW,   01582 840333 
Just 10 minutes from Great Gaddesden 
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Spirit: love, joy, peace, patience, kindness,
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and
self-control.
God is constantly on the move, not static
or immoveable and we must change too,
in order to keep up with our Creator.
Treasuring the things that God has taught
us in the past, we must be ready to learn
and grow, to understand the unchanging
Gospel in new and deeper ways and to
express it in words and actions which will
speak to all  people here and now. 

One more step along the road I go,
One more step along the world I go.
From the old things to the new
Keep me travelling along with you.

I wish you all a very Happy Christmas,
I am yours in Christ,

John
John Russell

St John’s Vicarage
Pipers Hill, Great Gaddesden

HP1 3BY
e-mail:john_russell@live.co.uk

tel: 01442 214898
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The Fit-Hut is a small friendly Fitness Studio based in Potten Eend. We Specialise in Pilates, Yoga and
Personal Training!

Our aim : To bring the local community together through fitness, making fitness fun and versatile for any
age, level and lifestyle.

Everything we do is built around the people who come here. All of our amazing members have access to me, Jo
Regardsoe and my top team of coaches who specialise in one core skill – how to create happiness through exer-
cise and nutrition that lasts. Whether it's Pilates, Yoga, Group training or personal training. I know how to create
incredible health and great bodies.

If classes are your thing, we have a growing Core timetable with a mix of Yoga and Pilates, all of our classes are
aimed at mixed levels, both males and females that are looking to strengthen, tone, and improve flexibility and
improve posture. We come highly recommended and work closely with local Physio’s, Chriopractors and G.Ps to
ensure we provide the best possible programme designs for you.

Whatever your goal: We design a programme that’s right for you, weight-loss, Nutrition, recovering from injury
or just to feel more confident and energised. Work 1-1 or with your friends but most important of all, find a plan
you enjoy, and want to keep coming back for more!

We run classes mornings, afternoons and evenings, to suit all sched-
ules and busy lifestyles! Pay as you go or build your own personal
monthly membership.

Our philosophy is to help everyone that walks through our doors with a per-
sonal training plan to suit the individual rather than a one size fits all solu-
tion.

To see our latest timetable visit our website: www.regardsoe-
fitness.co.uk email:info@regardsoe-fitness.co.uk or better still call and
speak to me, Jo Regardsoe 07786 156653

Come visit us: The Fit-Hut, Unit 18 Binghams Park Farm, Potten End
Hill Rd HP1 3BN 

 
SOFT FURNISHING & UPHOLSTERY COURSEs 

WWW.MAGGILOUGHRAN.COM   INFO@MAGGILOUGHRAN.COM 

01442 252810 
Situated at Unit 2 Binghams Park Farm, Potten End Hill, Hertfordshire HP1 3BN 
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We Since writing last month’s column
we have all witnessed some very

moving and poignant reminders of the sac-
rifices paid by so many servicemen and
women in the last 100 years.  At Great
Gaddesden we rang with the bells half-
muffled for the remembrance service, and
later in the day at 12.30 we took the muf-
fles off and rang with the bells open to
mark the signing of the armistice at the end
of the First World War and to celebrate the
arrival of peace at last.

It was the intention of the CentralCouncil of Church Bell Ringers to hon-
our the 1,400 ringers from across the UK
who died during the First World War by
attempting to recruit a similar 1,400 new
bell ringers in their memory.   In the event
a total of 2,792 ringers were recruited –
very nearly double the original target.
Many new ringing bands were formed in
towers where ringing had not happened for
years or even decades.  Other recruits
joined existing bands, swelling dwindling
numbers and making those bands viable
into the future.  A great tribute to the
memories of those past ringers who died in
the carnage of WW1.

November is traditionally the month
when the Western District holds its

Annual Quarter Peal weekend, when any
district ringer is welcome to attempt to ring
a Quarter Peal.  A quarter peal on 8 bells
typically consists of 1,250 changes and
takes around 45 minutes to ring.  The
ringers don’t have any ‘music’ in front of
them – each ringer memorises a set of rules
and patterns which dictate how the bells
should be rung.  So when, for example, the
conductor starts off the quarter peal by
saying’Go Bob Minor’, the 6 ringers know

how to ring all the relevant notes without
any further information.  The conductor’s
job is to make sure he or she makes the
‘calls’ (which indicate a slight change to the
pattern) are made in the right place.

Quarter Peals require a great deal of
concentration from everyone –

experts and beginners alike and it is a great
credit to our Western District ringers that
of the 21 attempts, 16 were successful,- 10
on 6 bells and 6 on 8 bells.  In all 38 people
took part, so several people were involved
in more than one attempt, and I spoke to
one fellow ringer from another tower who
rang in 6 attempts over the weekend!
Novices benefit greatly from the generosity
of more experienced ringers in providing an
experienced and steady framework within
which the beginner can find their way.

Two successful quarter peal attempts
were made at Great Gaddesden.  The

first of 1440 changes was Surprise Minor in
2 methods in which Val Mills rang and
which was rung to celebrate the completion
of the new kitchen in the church.  The sec-
ond was 1260 changes of Bob Doubles.

We also need to congratulate Sally who
has taken on the challenge of ringing

the tenor – our heaviest bell at 10 cwt.  She
is ringing it really well, keeping a steady
rhythm which is often the very important
job of the tenor.  Well done Sally!!

All it remains for me to do is to send
you good wishes for the coming

Christmas season from all of us in the
tower.  Keep well, wrap up warm – and be
kind to yourselves! 

Great Gaddesden Bellringers - Sue Collyer
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Icknield Farm, Icknield Way, Tring, Herts HP23 4JX

VISITING, KENNELING, 
AND COLLECTING BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

Luxury heated accommodation for your dog
with a personal touch giving your dog the

extra attention they deserve.
All dogs are walked twice daily.

In association with Mrs. Doolittles pet sitters 

TEL: 01442 824856
www.spoilyourdog.co.uk

 

For enquiries (or) further information please contact us at: 
littlegaddesdenpreschool@aol.com 

07375 543288 / 07786 167417 

Follow us at 
@littlegaddesden
preschool 

• Open Monday to Friday, 8am to 3pm, for children aged 2 to 5 years  
• A variety of sessions available offering flexibility for parents accessing our 

provision. 
• Morning Sessions, Lunch Clubs and Full Days available 
• Term time only 
• Breakfast Club*  
• Holiday Fun Club for 3 to 8 year olds 
• 30 Hours Early Education Funding available for 3 &4 year olds 
• 15 Hours Early Education Funding available for 2, 3 &4 year olds 
 

*  (also available to children of Little Gaddesden Primary School) 

Where children 
achieve, grow 
and develop 
whilst being 

nurtured, 
learning 

through play 
and the outdoor 

environment. 
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For all types of commercial, retail and domestic electrical work







Scene Setting
Security Lighting
Fault finding inc. boilers
8 year NIC EIC Warranty

 Energy Saving Lighting

 Design and Installation

SM Row Electrical Engineer

tel: 01442 240515
mob: 07836 252567

email: steverow@sky.com
web: www.smrow.co.uk

Free

Estim
ates







Replacement fuseboards
Re-Wiring
Lighting and sockets
Inspection and PAT Testing

 Part P Registered

 TV/Telephone/Computer

Free

Estim
ates

Ian Johnson

All Aspects of
Landscaping and Fencing 

Patios Pathways Block Paving
Driveways Gates and Garden

Buildings 

07761 565714      01442 262502 

i n t e r i o r  d e s i g n e r

d e c o r a t i v e  s c h e m e s  

r o o m  p l a n n i n g  

f u r n i t u r e ,  s o f t  f u r n i s h i n g   
&  a c c e s s o r y  s o u r c i n g  

r o o m  d r e s s i n g  

BA I D  q u a l i f i e d  

f r e e  i n i t i a l  l o c a l  
c o n s u l t a t i o n s  

0 7 9 4 1  1 7 9 6 7 8  
0 1 5 8 2  9 3 7 0 3 5  

m a i l @ c a r o l i n e b a p t i s t a . c o m  
c a r o l i n e b a p t i s t a . c o m
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WILL KIMBERLEY
GARDEN SERVICES

01442 255784

Phone for a free no obligation written esti-
mate.
- High hedges a speciality
- Overgrown gardens cleared
- Fences erected and repaired
- Tree Lopping
- Fruit tree pruning
- Shrub trimming
- General garden tidy up’s

In fact any job in the garden!

ADVERTISING IN THE GREAT GADDESDEN
PARISH NEWSLETTER
One edition                                             Ten editions (annual)

Full page                           £12                                                        £100
Half page                            £9                                                        £75
Third page                          £6                                                        £50
Quarter page                      £5                                                         £45
Eighth page                        £3                                                         £25

For all advertising enquiries, please contact the editor, Mike Connell
01442 842981 Or e-mail   mike@mpconnell.co.uk

These rates unchanged for over 20 years

MARKWELL CARPENTRY

  
gjmarkwell@gmail.com 

07517424375 

!

!

!

Bespoke Design           Joiner/Carpenter 
Interior Solutions                   Free consultations 
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Toe-Tal Footcare
Treatments in your own home at a time to suit you
Covering all feet related conditions including:
thickened nails,corns,ingrown toenails,callus.

Keep your feet in good condition with  regular treatment
and be treated to a reliable prompt and courteous service

by a local qualified foot health professional.

To book your appointment please call :

Graham Spendlove MCFHP MAHFP
07799033974

Also offered to both men and women
is a fingernail trimming service.

PHOENIX FITNESS - PERSONAL TRAINER
GET FIT - GET HEALTHY

Make 2018 your fittest and healthiest year yet!
I offer personal training sessions in the comfort of your own home

No gym membership needed
No need to travel - Singles or Small Groups

I live in Gaddesden Row and have clients in the area from all levels
of training and goals - From First Timers to Old Timers!

Be Brave - Call me to discuss your individual programme
Take that First Step to making that Healthy New You

LIZZY HEARLE 07725 720997 Lizzyhearle3@gmail.com
THE OLD FORGE, GADDESDEN ROW HP2 6HS
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Lashes

by Jordan Scarlett
Throw away your mascara and treat
yourself to the wonderful world of 
very natural looking individual lash

extensions.
Four years’ experience but new in

Gaddesden Row.  I come to your home.
Last 3–4 weeks, regular infills offered at

a reduced price
New client discount

Facebook/Instagram –
@lashesbyjordanscarlett

Call to make an appointment or with
any questions

07814 970717

Walk and Talk
A short to medium length walk every Friday,

starting from the church at 9.00am
Tea, coffee and cake on our return about

10.15.  Please join us then
even if you can’t manage the walk.

Val Mills
Please contact Val for more details

07929 650664
regalreval@yahoo.co.uk

DEADLINE FOR THE NEXT
February  2019 ISSUE is

23rd January
anything after the deadline

CANNOT be included

CHURCH  FLOWERS

By the time you read this, Advent will have begun - a time of preparation and
reflection marked by simple green foliage and purple vestments and hangings.
However, the flower team will be working their magic to prepare for our Carol
Service on Sunday, December 16th, and of course to celebrate Christmas. 

If you would like to contribute to this years Christmas flowers, perhaps in mem-
ory of a loved one, please send your donation to me, at the address below, or
place it in the basket at the back of the church. Please sign our Flower
Remembrance Book, to be found alongside the basket, and use a Gift Aid enve-
lope if appropriate.

Thank you for your continued support.

Val Mills

Donations (cheques payable to:Great Gaddesden PCC) can be sent to 
13, Christchurch Rd, Hemel Hempstead, HP2 5BX
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There will be a Gift Service in aid of DENS (Dacorum Emergency Night Shelter) at Great Gaddesden 
Church on Dec 9th at 10.30 a.m.  

A talk will be given by a representative from DENS and an offertory will be taken to support their 
work. Also there will be an opportunity to donate gifts.  

 The Food Bank Christmas list will be available at the back of church or alternatively it can be viewed 
at www.dens.org.uk/get-involved/food-donations. Items can be left in Church from December 3rd 
onwards. Thank you. 

First Class ‘Postie’

Shirley, Carol and Frances would like to thank friends and neigh-
bours from South Dene and West Dene, Gaddesden Row, for their
kind donations for Lynsey the Post Lady who had a Special

Birthday recently.

The amount was £110.50.
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Farming
The winter crops have now been “put to
bed”. The oilseed rape north of Gaddesden
Row is looking strong and hopefully will
go through the winter able to survive the
depredations of wood pigeons. Both vari-
eties of wheat were drilled in good condi-
tions and they too look happy. Our ground
“cover crop” of mixed cereals and clover in
the field we call Long Robins, or just
Robins, will probably go towards our
Ecological focus Area, or EFA, which we
are required to provide every year. This is
normally one of the most productive fields
as on the farm, as it is close to the Home
Farm steading and for many generations,
when we had cattle, always received copi-
ous quantities of FYM (farmyard manure,
otherwise “muck”!).
We aim to sell, if not move all the remain-
der of the output from the 2018 harvest by
Christmas. As I mentioned last month, the
spring oats suffered from the weather con-
ditions in the spring and summer; they
yielded poorly and had a very low bushel
weight. By passing the oats through our old
pre-cleaner, with its reciprocating sieves,
strung on flexible battens of ash wood, with
its strong fan to remove dust and shrivelled
grain, we hope to be able to gain a premium
price, so “fingers crossed”!

Old Grain Store and Farmyard
The old grain store at the Home Farm was
built, I believe, in 1957. It has not been used
since the year 2000, and the internal struc-
tures of elevators, conveyors, dresser, walk-
ways and gantries, as well as the grain
reception pit had become unsafe. Over the
past few weeks we have been removing the
redundant equipment and structure and fill-
ing the pits and elevator sumps with hard-
core, ready for concreting. We have taken

down the old Rolled Barley Hopper, dating
from the time of the Barley Beef unit, as
well as the final redundant oil tank. This
grain handing system featured in the 1977
BBC film “Harvest at Great Gaddesden”.

High Park Wood
Over the past few years many people will
have read about the ash tree disease known
as “Chalara” or ash dieback. One of the
side effects is that the branches of mature
trees lose the elasticity for which ash is
renowned. This can mean that branches can
break off. High Park Wood has consider-
able public access via the footpaths, so we
are planning to go ahead with felling the
older ash, probably in the early part of next
year. We were granted a Felling Licence for
this work by the Forestry Commission
under our ten year management plan in
2012.

Puddingstones
Most people will know that Great
Gaddesden is a prime area for
Hertfordshire Puddingstones, indeed there
are some very large ones visible in the foun-
dations of the church and in the church-
yard. This conglomerate was formed in an
earlier period of global warming, when the
weathered pebbles from seaside beaches
became cemented bur a silica matrix into a
natural form of concrete. Puddingstone is
principally found in Hertfordshire and the
adjoining counties, and Normandy,
although I have seen some rather dull exam-
ples in the Arnold Arboretum in Boston
Massachusetts.  It is a very hard material
and well suited to the production of querns,
hand corn mills. Recent research has located
several Roman or pre-Roman quarries for
puddingstone and production areas for
querns in the parish. 

Gaddesden Estate NewsGaddesden Estate News

pto
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River improvements
Affinity Water, on behalf of the
Environment Agency, are undertaking
a project to restore chalk streams, a
very important habitat, in
Hertfordshire, including the River
Gade. They have already completed
work in Gadebridge Park. The basis of
the work proposed here is to by-pass
the sluice at Noke Mill to allow fish to
swim upstream, probably including
work to the bridge on Noke Mill

Lane; removing some of the weirs
between the lower bridge on the
Leighton Buzzard Road and re-grad-
ing the Broad Water between the two
Water End Bridges to return it to a
chalk stream with enough flow to
ensure  clean gravel bed.

Happy Christmas to one and all from
those of us on the Gaddesden Estate!

NGH

Great Gaddesden Church 100 Club
Congratulations to  our November winner

Mrs J Potton (Alice), Ticket no. 13
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Chairman: 
Vice-Chairman:
Members:

Clerk:   

01442 258773
01442 843751
01442 247272
01442 200779
07767 075490
01582 840059
01442 842498
07512 192188

Paul Harris                          
Andy Thompson
Janice Brown
Martin Lindley
Paul Sandford
Malcolm Stodell
Louise Wilson                     
Anne Nudd

(For all enquiries about the Parish Council and local matters.)
NOTE   NEW Council e-mail address is ggparishcouncil@gmail.com

The Parish CouncilThe Parish Council

Parish Council Website 
The Parish Council’s new website is now available 
at www.greatgaddesdenparishcouncil.org.uk

Parish Council meetings 2019
Great Gaddesden Parish Hall

2st January, 18th February, 18th March, 15th April
15th July, 16th September, 21st October, 18th November

Gaddesden Row Village Hall
20th May, 17th June

All meetings are on Mondays and commence at 8.00pm
unless otherwise noted

Venues subject to final confirmation - always check the current newsletter

Anything published in this newsletter does not necessarily reflect the views of the Parish Council

Please welcome Anne Nudd our new Parish Clerk 
and note her new phone number
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GREAT GADDESDEN PARISH HALL
Charitable Trust number 154154

Come and join us for your event.
A lovely modern venue, just 10 minutes from Hemel Hempstead and

Berkhamsted, along the Leighton Buzzard Road, with tables & chairs and
well-equipped kitchen. Lots of off-road parking for your guests and club

members.  
The hall is run by members of the community for the community and offers

great value for money. 

We invite you to upload photos of events that you held in the
hall, and click 'like' 

https://www.facebook.com/GreatGaddesdenParishHall
or contact Karen of 'Karens in the Dog House!' fame to dis-

cuss your needs.

The Best Service For All Your Travel Needs

MJ Executi ve Cars
Mercedes Chauffeur Service

Tel:   07831819969

enquiries@mjexecutivecars.co.uk

www.mjexecutivecars.co.uk

VIP     CORPORATE     PRIVATE



20

We do try to keep an up to date list
of birthdays.

If anyone wants to add names to ourlist or knows of people who have
moved away and could perhaps have
their names removed, please contact: 

The Editor
Mike Connell

mike@mpconnell.co.uk
Names are normally removed after the   per-
son becomes 18, but we can include ‘special’
birthdays for any age. 

BIRTHDAYS

DECEMBER
Ernie Clough-Sale        7th     11

Dylan Pethard              7th     14

Oliver Wilkinson        10th     15

Jack Green                   16th     11

JANUARY
Lilly Blake                     1st       9

Lucy Bolton                  5th     12

Lewis Manning             7th       3

Grace Drake                  9th     10

Olivia Riley                12th     11

Matthew Body            16th     18

George Hollick 17th      5

Alice Impey                 19th     11

Polly-Jane Body         25th     11
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  www.hawkkb.co.uk
01442 803303

Oaklands Farm, Bradden Lane, Gaddesden Row, HP2 6JB

Full Concept to Completion, Design & Installation Service

KITCHENS

We not only deal with luxury 
kitchen brands but we also 

offer our own bespoke, 
British handmade kitchens, 

meaning we can design 
exactly to your speci cation.

BATHROOMS

Designed with the highest 
quality, our range of 

bathroom collections are 
intended to complement 

a number of different 
styles, from timeless to 

contemporary.

Bathroom Design | Bathroom Installation | Attention to Detail 
Unbeatabel Quality | Dedicated Team | Kitchen Design  

Kitchen Installation | Project Management | Luxury Brands  
Design & Build | Fitted Wardrobes | Home Renovations

WARDROBES
Providing the complete design and installation of made to 

measure tted wardrobes.
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Courage & Peace
Our monthly value for November was
Courage followed by the value of Peace
in December. These are values that are
easily attributed to those who have
fought and those who have fallen in the
two World Wars, so that we and our
Children can live in relative Peace.
Throughout the start of November,
throughout the school we have been
remembering the 100th Anniversary of
the end of the first World War. Year 1 &
2 imagined the challenges faced by sol-
diers in the trenches, Years 3 & 4 worked
on Art activities and discovered war-time
songs, whilst years 5 & 6 composed some
beautiful prayers. 
On Friday the 9th November, school
started with Collective worship at the
War Memorial presided by Reverend
John Russell. This was followed by Mr
McCarthy from the Royal British Legion
visiting the school to talk about life 100
years ago.

Singing 
The School also played host to the
Gaddesden Singing Festival. It was lovely
to have the three Gaddesden village
schools including Little Gaddesden and
Gaddesden Row, coming together for
such a joyful event. We hope that this
may become an annual event. 
Our school has also been invited to join
the Aeolian Singers to perform at St.
John’s Church in Boxmoor on the 8th of
December.

Yoga
Children in Infant classes have started
yoga sessions – research has shown that

as well as relaxation, benefits for children
include an increase in confidence as well
as improving concentration.

Thank yous
On behalf of the Board of Governors, I
would like to thank our fabulous Friends
of Great Gaddesden School (FoGGs)
committee who work tirelessly to
fundraise for the school and for the ben-
efit of our children both from our com-
munity, as well as “corporate” sponsors.
I would like to thank the Boxmoor Trust
for their generous donation as a contri-
bution to the roofing window works.
The Boxmoor Trust was established in
1594 and offers small grant funds to be
used for capital projects by local not-
for-profit organisations.
I would also like to thank Tesco, who in
their six Hemel Hempstead stores have
included Great Gaddesden School in
their Bags of Help grant scheme for
November and December. Within every
shop, Tesco give customers a token for
them to place in one of the three appeals
held at that time. The appeal that gets
most tokens receives the largest donation
from Tesco – so if Tesco is your store
your token will make a difference! 
It is also opportune to  say a thank you
to Miss Ayres our EYFS teacher for her
years of service to the youngest in our
school, as she leaves us at the end of the
year to go travelling. We wish her all our
very best wishes and safe travels! 

As the Festive season approaches
Excitement fills the air in the classrooms
as we reach this part of the year.
December is one of those busy months

Great Gaddesden CofE (VA) SchoolGreat Gaddesden CofE (VA) School
For pupils aged 3-11

pto
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of the year with lots of activities going on
with that hint of Christmas getting near. 

The month will start with an Afternoon Tea
for past pupils (Yr 7 – Yr 9) on the 6th
December. 

Following on will be lots of rehearsals for
carol services, carol concerts, EYFS nativity
service as well as the annual pantomime trip,
all this on top of the regular curriculum!

Christmas is a time for family, with children
our prime focus. Great Gaddesden School,
to me, has always had a very family feel
about it through our children, staff, parents,
extended families as well as our local com-
munity within this idyllic setting. On behalf
of the school I would like to invite our
neighbours to join us at some of the
Christmas events we have coming up:

12th December 
9:15 EYFS Nativity Service – held in school

14:00 Carol Service – in St John the Baptist
Church

18:30 Carol Service – in St John the Baptist
Church

14th December 
15:30 -17:00 FoGGs Christmas Fair –
held in school

20th December 
14:00 Christingle Service – in St
John the Baptist Church

I would like to take the opportunity on
behalf of our Governors to wish all our
children, staff, parents and our wider com-
munity a very special Christmas and best
wishes for the New Year.

Andrzej Gaudyn
Chair of Governors

RODERICK WILSON
Fully Qualified

TREE SURGEON
and

FORESTRY CONTRACTOR

Little Gaddesden
Tel: (01442) 842716
Mobile: 077 689 37 138
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mystonefloor.com
• •Est 1995

Quorn Stone

LIMESTONE | MARBLE | PORCELAIN

Quorn Stone, Oakengrove Yard, Gaddesden Home Farm,
Hemel Hempstead, HP2 6EZ

www.mystonefloor.com

As a family business and direct importers of 
natural stone tiles for over 23 years, we invite 
you to visit our boutique showroom set in the 

grounds of Gaddesden Home Farm. 

Wed-Fri 9am to 5pm, Saturday 10am to 2pm, Sun-Tue closed

Prices From
£29m2 

inc VAT

10%* off your first order with this newsletter

*discount excludes special offers and Dijon Blend*
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Member of the National Association of Registered Dog Sitters
Mrs. Doolittles Experienced Animal Care

whilst on holiday, at work, or during illness in your home

Dogs nReptiles nCats n Pigs n Sheep n Birds of Prey nRabbits nGuinea Pigs
Goats n Hamsters nHorses n Poultry n Fish nFerrets

4   years of veterinary nursing experience Public Liability insured

Tel: 01442 822191 or 07967 019031
Beverley Cornthwaite

Icknield Farm, Icknield Way
Tring, Herts., HP23 4JX 

!  

!
Little Gaddesden B&B 

Comfortable village accommodation 

En-suite,TV, tea/coffee, fridge etc 

Perfect location 

!
6 & 7 Little Gaddesden 

Herts,  HP4 1PA 

01442 84227 

07721650724 

Nicky & Jon Bennett-Baggs 

nicky@bennett-baggs.com 
!

PETER D. HANNABY
Painter and Decorator

Interior and Exterior work
undertaken

For competitive quotations
please call

Mobile: 07765 250092
Home: 01442 288956

DEER LEAP
HORTICULTURE LTD.

Home Farm Works, 
Little Gaddesden, Herts.

Tel: 01442 842 511

We are your nearest Specialists 

for all Garden machinery. 

We also have a fully equipped Workshop for

Servicing and Repairs at reasonable charges.
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From Terry Douris - your County Councillor

School governors.    I was pleased to attend the Annual Hertfordshire School
Governors Conference in Stevenage in November. Part of the day was spent with
school governors who give so freely of their time networking together. The day
also included a wide range of seminars covering diverse subjects from community
engagement to financial planning. The day started with an interesting talk from
Paul Brooker, an Ofsted Inspector and concluded with an entertaining and
thought provoking 60 minutes from Phil Beadle, a remarkable teacher with a
unique teaching style designed to bring out the very best in every young person.

Museums     There are a number of museums in Hertfordshire and on Friday
16th November I was very pleased to be invited to present awards at the first
Hertfordshire Association of Museum Awards which recognises special achieve-
ments by our museums. Winners included British Schools Museum and
Lowewood Museum. On the subject of Museums, I wonder if you have yet visit-
ed the new St Albans Museum. This remarkable installation has been re-created
from the old town hall and magistrates court with many of the original features,
including the cells still in place and available to visit. As a clever recreation the
court room, complete with witness box and magistrates bench, is also open for
visitors as part of the café offering.

Herts Independent Living Service     Whilst you may not recognise the name I
am sure that you will know the service under the name of Meals on Wheels and as
part of Meals on Wheels week I joined one of the teams delivering to residents in
part of my county division. In the Dacorum area HILS deliver to 329 residents
with a hot meal daily. For some this may be the only physical interaction a person
may have during the day. Loneliness is a key feature this year as it can have a sig-
nificant impact on a person’s health and wellbeing. Hertfordshire has, through its
social prescribing initiative, Community Navigators who can help folks make
contact with others and groups who may be able to offer a friendly greeting and
an opportunity to become engaged in activities.

Hertfordshire County Council Peer review. This was conducted at the end of
October by officers of the Local Government Association with a leader from
another shire authority. It was a rigorous and demanding examination of what we
do and how we do it by our peers. We were very pleased that they concluded that
Hertfordshire is a strong and stable council with the capacity and confidence to
take the county into the future. 
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St. John the Baptist, Great Gaddesden 100 Club 
Would you like to join? 

 
In the 2017-2018 year our 100 Club raised over £600 towards general church 
expenses such as heating and lighting. There are still some numbers available for the 
2019 season with the subscription for one ticket, to be entered in the 12 monthly 
draws from January to December 2019, costing £15  
 
There is one cash prize of £35 to be won every month and the first draw in the 
2019 season will be at the beginning of January 2019 
 
If you would like to help us raise money in this way please use the form below. 
!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 
 
I would like to buy!!!!!!ticket/s (£15 per ticket) 
 
Name!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 
 
Address!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 
 
Tel:!!!!!!!!!!!!!!      email: !!!!!!!!!!!!!! 
 
I enclose cash/cheque for  £!!!!!!.  
Cheques payable to: Great Gaddesden PCC (100 Club) 
 
OR  
I have made a Bank Transfer for £!!!!.. 
Please use the reference ‘100 Club’ 
 
Bank Transfer details:  Ac Name:           Great Gaddesden PCC 
                                       Ac No:                00126780 
         Sort Code:          30-94-08 
  
Please return completed form by December 31st, to: 
Val Mills, 13, Christchurch Rd, Hemel Hempstead, HP2  5BX 
Any queries please contact Val on: 
Mob. 07929 650664,   or    email:  regalreval@yahoo.co.uk  Thank you for your support. 
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Ken Hodson
Local Computer Hardware and Software Repairs

Upgrades and Advice for Home and Business

Tel. 07974 156743 / 01582 794723
Email enquiries@Kenhodsoncomputerservices.co.uk

www.Kenhodsoncomputerservices.co.uk
Prevent children viewing inappropriate internet sites

No fix, no fee for all repairs - you have nothing to lose

Low hourly rate

Friendly training and instruction available in plain English

Upgrades of hardware and software carried out

Problems with Windows / Applications / Games / Internet /
Networks fixed

Most repairs carried out in your home, if not the computer will be
picked up from and delivered back to you

n

n

n

n

n

n

n

cont. from p 27
The High Sheriffs Justice Service      Every year in St Alban’s Cathedral and
Abbey, Matins is celebrated for the High Sheriffs Justice Service in the presence
of Her Majesty’s Judges in full robes. This is a solemn but uplifting occasion
and this year the focus of Susie Harvey, the High Sheriff, was very clearly on
modern slavery which is a scourge which can occur in different circumstances,
frequently covertly, in all parts of the world.

Member’s locality budget     Last year I was pleased to support Great
Gaddesden School with a £1,500 grant to support the development of its out-
door activity area. If you have a group that needs a little financial help with a
particular project, please do let me know.

If I can help with any aspect of Hertfordshire County Council, please do
not hesitate to contact me on 01442 402273 or by email at
terry.douris@hertfordshire.gov.uk 
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NETTLEDEN CHURCH

We wish to say a great thank you to everyone who supported us, helped, gave or
bought from our recent Jumble Sale.

We appreciate your time, company and hard work. It makes the morning.
The result was outstanding, clearing £1043.

Thanking you again
Jane Mann

Reg. Office: 46 Church End Redbourn St Albans Herts AL3 7DX

Concreting & Drainage
Painting & Decorating
Roofing 
Guttering Repairs
Leadwork & Glazing Repairs
Plumbing & Sanitary
Engineers

n

n

n

n

n

n

n

n

n

n

n

n

New Works
Extensions

Improvements
Refurbishment

Brickwork & Paving
Carpentry & Joinery

(BUILDERS) LTD(BUILDERS) LTD

01582 79259201582 792592

HALSEHALSEY

Great Gaddesden
Parish Church Contacts
Jo Connell (Churchwarden)

Brock House, St Margarets, Gt Gaddesden 
Hemel Hempstead HP1 3BZ

jo@mpconnell.co.uk

01442 842981

Gill Moore (Reader)
3 Widmore Cottages, Bradden Lane,

Gaddesden Row,
Hemel Hempstead HP2 6JB 

gillmoore@btinternet.com

01442 842054

Merlin Howells (Churchwarden)
Flat 217, Elizabeth House
Hemel Hempstead  HP2 5HH 

01442 265517

Heather Tisbury (Reader)
20 West Dene, Gaddesden Row
Hemel Hempstead HP2 6HU
tisbury@btinternet.com

01582 842807

Revd. John Russell (Vicar)
St. John’s Vicarage, Pipers Hill, Great

Gaddesden,
Hemel Hempstead HP1 3BY
john_russell@live.co.uk

01442 214898
Please contact the Vicar for Baptisms,
Confirmations, Weddings or Funerals
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Church Duty Rotas 
Sidesmen Reader    Intercessions

Dec   2 Sydney Spencer-Wilson Jude Burfot Heather Tisbury
Dec   9 Jo Connell Peter Diggle Peter Diggle
Dec  16 Anna Sladden/Jo Connell ----- -----
Dec  23 Mandy Davie Jo Connell Nick Halsey
Dec  24 Peter Diggle ----- -----
Dec  25 Peter Diggle Anna Sladden Peter Diggle
Jan    6 Jackie Abu-Rabie Clare Rudd Gill Moore
Jan   13 Michael Bayes Sharon Mitchell Heather Tisbury
Jan   20 Peter King Anne Diggle Peter King
Jan   27 Will Kirk Val Mills Nick Halsey
Feb   3 Nick Halsey Nick Halsey Peter King
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