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“Karen’s in the DogHouse!”
Kind, Fair & Effective Dog Training

01442 247374             07929 167397

www.karensinthedoghouse.co.uk

FREE Child Dog Bite 
Prevention Workshops
Sponsored by

 

Oil & Gas Boiler 
Annual Service, 
Breakdown Repair 
& Commission 
 Fully Qualified 
 Large range of spares in stock 
 Literally thousands of happy customers 
 Many years experience 
 Friendly, reliable service you can trust 

from a local business 
 Competitive rates 
 £5 million public liability insurance 

 

 

Dunstable 01582 660597 
Mobile 07786 936134 
www.griffin-heating.co.uk 



FROM THE VICAR

Dear Friends,
As I write this, (Friday 27th July), the
school summer holidays have barely begun
and we are in the middle of heatwave; by
the time you read this, the schools will be
on the point of return for a new academic
year, many will have come back from
Summer breaks and as the season of
Autumn beckons, perhaps we shall be over-
whelmed with rain!
(There is, ironically, a thunder storm start-
ing this moment!) 

The weather is literally the hot topic of the
moment, speculation abounds as to where
it’s all leading. There was a map broadcast
on one of the television news bulletins
showing the central part of the northern
hemisphere bright red, as the heat scorches
across that part of the world, which hap-
pens to include us. There have been forest
fires from America to Japan and most
recently, a devasting fire on the Greek
mainland which tragically, has cost many
lives, homes and livelihoods.

One of the great miracles of Jesus’s ministry
was his apparent ability to control the ele-
ments; he calmed storms most notably, he
could reduce rough seas to dead calm and it
begs the question why we don’t ask God
more often for a change in the weather in
our prayers? 
On Rogation Sunday, which falls towards
the end of April, we always pray for good
weather for farmers and all who provide
our food, that the crops may yield plenty
enough for all to  eat. 
Why not therefore when we face adverse
weather of any kind, do we not put our-
selves into God’s hands and recognise the
power that he wields over his creation? 
Some may argue that God should intervene
when there is any kind of suffering, without

our prompting if he truly loves us, but there
is much about the  Grace of God and God’s
ways, which remain a mystery; we don’t
understand but we want answers even
though none seem forthcoming.
So it all comes down to a matter of faith
which must play the greater part in our
relationship with God and we have to trust
in his infinite wisdom. Faith is a gift  of
God, that is hard won and easily lost.
1976 was the last time we had such extreme
weather, it was the driest summer in 200
years  will it be exceeded this year? We shall
see. Curiously, the answer to prayer in 1976
came in the form of Denis Howell the then
Labour Minister for Sport who was
appointed Minister for the Drought. 
I quote from a contemporary report, 
‘Mr Howell was charged by the Prime
Minister with the task of persuading the
nation to use less water – and was even
ordered by No. 10 to do a rain dance on
behalf of the nation. The appointment pro-
voked much public mirth, but in true
Brummie style, the Lozells-born MP
responded by inviting reporters to his then
Moseley home where he revealed the solu-
tion to water rationing was sharing the bath
with his wife!
As luck or design would have it, Mr Howell
succeeded in getting the heavens to open
within a few days of his appointment. And,
as the heavy rainfall continued, he soon
became known as the Minister for Floods.
The future Lord Howell, who also served
the Government as the Minister of Sport,
modestly greeted his new-found success as
Mr Rainmaker with the comment: “It’s just
a knack I have.”

Perhaps Denis Howell was an answer to
prayer? Whatever the truth, it would do us
no harm to be a little less shy in approach-
ing God in our prayers; to ask for what
might seem to be impossible, or trivial,
whether it be a change in the weather, our
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personal circumstances or some situation in
the world which may seem intractable. 
God, I believe, wants us to be open to him
and to have trust in him and to respond to
him as freely as the closest person we
know.

I am yours in Christ,

PS: Within hours of my writing this, the
heavens opened!

John
John Russell

St John’s Vicarage
Pipers Hill, Great Gaddesden

HP1 3BY
e-mail:john_russell@live.co.uk

tel: 01442 214898

CREAM TEAS & CAKES 
      

Dates for 2018 
 

Sunday 13th May 
Sunday 17th June  

(in conjunction with the Benningfield weekend) 

Sunday 15th July 
Sunday 12th August 

Sunday 9th September 
 

Times:  2.30 – 4.30 pm 
 
 

Come and joint us in the Church at Great Gaddesden 

All Welcome – We would love to see you 
 

RETURN OF HOME and GARDEN SALE 
Sunday 9th September

Las
t ch
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e 
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MARKWELL CARPENTRY

  
gjmarkwell@gmail.com 

07517424375 

!

!

!

Bespoke Design           Joiner/Carpenter 
Interior Solutions                   Free consultations 
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ADVERTISING IN THE GREAT GADDESDEN
PARISH NEWSLETTER
One edition                                             Ten editions (annual)

Full page                           £12                                                        £100
Half page                            £9                                                        £75
Third page                          £6                                                        £50
Quarter page                      £5                                                         £45
Eighth page                        £3                                                         £25

For all advertising enquiries, please contact the editor, Mike Connell
01442 842981 Or e-mail   mike@mpconnell.co.uk

These rates unchanged for over 20 years

The Fit-Hut is a small friendly Fitness Studio based in Potten Eend. We Specialise in Pilates, Yoga and
Personal Training!

Our aim : To bring the local community together through fitness, making fitness fun and versatile for any
age, level and lifestyle.

Everything we do is built around the people who come here. All of our amazing members have access to me, Jo
Regardsoe and my top team of coaches who specialise in one core skill – how to create happiness through exer-
cise and nutrition that lasts. Whether it's Pilates, Yoga, Group training or personal training. I know how to create
incredible health and great bodies.

If classes are your thing, we have a growing Core timetable with a mix of Yoga and Pilates, all of our classes are
aimed at mixed levels, both males and females that are looking to strengthen, tone, and improve flexibility and
improve posture. We come highly recommended and work closely with local Physio’s, Chriopractors and G.Ps to
ensure we provide the best possible programme designs for you.

Whatever your goal: We design a programme that’s right for you, weight-loss, Nutrition, recovering from injury
or just to feel more confident and energised. Work 1-1 or with your friends but most important of all, find a plan
you enjoy, and want to keep coming back for more!

We run classes mornings, afternoons and evenings, to suit all sched-
ules and busy lifestyles! Pay as you go or build your own personal
monthly membership.

Our philosophy is to help everyone that walks through our doors with a per-
sonal training plan to suit the individual rather than a one size fits all solu-
tion.

To see our latest timetable visit our website: www.regardsoe-
fitness.co.uk email:info@regardsoe-fitness.co.uk or better still call and
speak to me, Jo Regardsoe 07786 156653

Come visit us: The Fit-Hut, Unit 18 Binghams Park Farm, Potten End
Hill Rd HP1 3BN 
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www.beechwoodpark.com 

Independent excellence  
Day and flexi-boarding School 

for boys and girls aged 3 to 13 

OPEN MORNINGS  
2018 

9th February, 25th May, 19th October 
 

AL3 8AW,   01582 840333 
Just 10 minutes from Great Gaddesden 
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Great Gaddesden Bellringers - Sue Collyer

The long hot summer has seen many of us
enjoying eating alfresco barbeques, holi-

daying by staycations, never having to wear a
jumper on a walk and sitting in the shade
reading a book in the garden rather than toil-
ing away,  but for others the heat has been
overpowering and draining and we have
needed to retreat indoors for cool and com-
fort.  Unfortunately, contrary to most peo-
ple’s expectations, church towers are not cool
in the hot weather.  The stonework absorbs
the heat like a storage radiator – and contin-
ues to give out heat until the weather
changes.  So we ringers experience very cold
towers in winter and baking hot towers in
summer!

Bells and the frames they hang from also
vary in their ability to tolerate extremes

of temperature and weather, and during July
we became aware that our bells were behav-
ing differently and - for the less experienced
of us – they were becoming more difficult to
ring.  This arose primarily because our bells
hang in a wooden frame and when the weath-
er is hot, the wood dries out and the frame
has a tendency to move more which meant
we had to work harder to ring the bells
smoothly and accurately.  An inspection of
the bells indicated that some remedial work
was needed.  At the risk of losing some of my
readers I will attempt to describe the prob-
lem……. In the tower the bell hangs from a
wooden headstock which is attached via a
gudgeon plate to the bearing on which the
bell swings. The bolts holding the gudgeon
plate to the headstock had become rusted in
place, and with the shrinkage of the wooden
headstock with the heat, the gudgeon plate
was not tight and so was moving.  The risk
from this is that the movement would put too
much strain on the bearing pin, which if it
breaks could cause the bell to fall.  Advice
from a fellow bell expert from Apsley End, a
thorough greasing of various bits and liberal
application of WD40 allowed the relevant

bolts to be tightened and as ever are very
grateful for the willingness with which fellow
ringers come to our aid when called on.
Although we had to cancel ringing for one
Sunday service, I can now report that the
work has been done and the bells are ringing
more easily.   (Thanks due to Val for the
technical details and an interesting visit up to
the offending bell so that I could understand
the work which had been done.)

There has been mention in the National
press recently of an international initia-

tive to engage communities and countries
across the world in ringing church, military
and other bells in unison on Armistice Day
this year to mark the 100th anniversary of the
end of the First World War.  Across the UK
many thousands of bell ringers are intending
to join this very special commemoration, and
there is a drive to recruit 1400 new bell
ringers in time to ring on November 11under
the banner of ‘Ringing Remembers’.  1400 is
the number of bell ringers who lost their lives
during the Great War, many of whose names
are recorded on boards and plaques hanging
in ringing chambers in their home towers.

Keen listeners to Radio 4 will have heard
mention of ‘Ringing Remembers’ on the

Archers, as the Ambridge Ringers have
recruited Harrison to learn to ring by
November 11th.  Will he manage it???

At the end of the war, it was noted that on
November 11th 1914 the bells which

rang out to announce the end of the war were
not rung particularly well – too many ringers
had been killed in the war, but older ringers,
former ringers and some women stepped up
to the task and did the best they could!  We
will be ringing the bells of Great Gaddesden
on Armistice Day and reminding ourselves
and those in the locality of the importance of
the day and we will also be ringing the best
we can.
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Icknield Farm, Icknield Way, Tring, Herts HP23 4JX

VISITING, KENNELING, 
AND COLLECTING BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

Luxury heated accommodation for your dog
with a personal touch giving your dog the

extra attention they deserve.
All dogs are walked twice daily.

In association with Mrs. Doolittles pet sitters 

TEL: 01442 824856
www.spoilyourdog.co.uk

 

For enquiries (or) further information please contact us at: 
littlegaddesdenpreschool@aol.com 

07375 543288 / 07786 167417 

Follow us at 
@littlegaddesden
preschool 

• Open Monday to Friday, 8am to 3pm, for children aged 2 to 5 years  
• A variety of sessions available offering flexibility for parents accessing our 

provision. 
• Morning Sessions, Lunch Clubs and Full Days available 
• Term time only 
• Breakfast Club*  
• Holiday Fun Club for 3 to 8 year olds 
• 30 Hours Early Education Funding available for 3 &4 year olds 
• 15 Hours Early Education Funding available for 2, 3 &4 year olds 
 

*  (also available to children of Little Gaddesden Primary School) 

Where children 
achieve, grow 
and develop 
whilst being 

nurtured, 
learning 

through play 
and the outdoor 

environment. 



11

For all types of commercial, retail and domestic electrical work







Scene Setting
Security Lighting
Fault finding inc. boilers
8 year NIC EIC Warranty

 Energy Saving Lighting

 Design and Installation

SM Row Electrical Engineer

tel: 01442 240515
mob: 07836 252567

email: steverow@sky.com
web: www.smrow.co.uk

Free

Estim
ates







Replacement fuseboards
Re-Wiring
Lighting and sockets
Inspection and PAT Testing

 Part P Registered

 TV/Telephone/Computer

Free

Estim
ates

Ian Johnson

All Aspects of
Landscaping and Fencing 

Patios Pathways Block Paving
Driveways Gates and Garden

Buildings 

07761 565714      01442 262502 

i n t e r i o r  d e s i g n e r

d e c o r a t i v e  s c h e m e s  

r o o m  p l a n n i n g  

f u r n i t u r e ,  s o f t  f u r n i s h i n g   
&  a c c e s s o r y  s o u r c i n g  

r o o m  d r e s s i n g  

BA I D  q u a l i f i e d  

f r e e  i n i t i a l  l o c a l  
c o n s u l t a t i o n s  

0 7 9 4 1  1 7 9 6 7 8  
0 1 5 8 2  9 3 7 0 3 5  

m a i l @ c a r o l i n e b a p t i s t a . c o m  
c a r o l i n e b a p t i s t a . c o m

!

!"#$%&&'(#&)*)&&+!,&-$./&,0120#1

3456786996:;
8<345=4>7?75@4A4=B637=8CA6@45=

DEFGH7IFDJKE
"#$#%%&!'()(*+&#)!,(#)&%-

"(&.&!,(#)&%-/!'$#.0#!1#)#%2&%-
'03*+#)!,(#)&%-!4$(0#53
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Toe-Tal Footcare
Treatments in your own home at a time to suit you

Covering all feet related conditions including:
thickened nails,corns,ingrown toenails,callus.

Keep your feet in good condition with  regular treatment
and be treated to a reliable prompt and courteous service

by a local qualified foot health professional.

To book your appointment please call :

Graham Spendlove MCFHP MAHFP
07799033974

Also offered to both men and women
is a fingernail trimming service.

PHOENIX FITNESS - PERSONAL TRAINER
GET FIT - GET HEALTHY

Make 2018 your fittest and healthiest year yet!
I offer personal training sessions in the comfort of your own home

No gym membership needed
No need to travel - Singles or Small Groups

I live in Gaddesden Row and have clients in the area from all levels
of training and goals - From First Timers to Old Timers!

Be Brave - Call me to discuss your individual programme
Take that First Step to making that Healthy New You

LIZZY HEARLE 07725 720997 Lizzyhearle3@gmail.com
THE OLD FORGE, GADDESDEN ROW HP2 6HS



14

DENS Harvest Shopping List 2018 

�������
Milk (long life)
Fruit juice (1L long life)
Jam
Rice
Vegetables (tinned)
Sponge Puddings
Potatoes (tinned or instant mash)
Tinned cold meat (ham/corned beef)
Tinned hot meat
Fruit (tinned)
Rice pudding (tinned)
Custard
Coffee
Cereal bars
Chocolate
Biscuits
Squash
Tomatoes (tinned)
Cooking sauces (pasta & curry)
Sugar
Tomato Soup

������	�
�����������	����	���
10p carrier bags for food parcels
Strong black bags
Washing powder
Dishwasher liquid tablets
Rinse Aid
Toilet cleaner
Antibacterial cleaning spray
Air freshener
Floor cleaner
J-cloths
Washing up liquid
Antibacterial liquid soap/bar soap
Toothpaste
Mens' deodorants
Toilet rolls
Shower gel
Kitchen roll
Tin foil + clingfilm
Dishwasher salt
Nappies (sizes 5-6)
Mens' socks & underwear
�

-�������#����������+����
����������#�����#������������	������,01�����2����3������������
The �lms3�,	)��������	�������
	��4����������������������������

�������	�����5����2�����6��#����
3� 	�	����3��������������	��� 7�8���
*����	)����	�9�7���T����887�7��:;:������������<�	���������
	��4���4��

+++4,01�4���4��� �#	���)�1�6���:=�>��

��	��	����	�������������������������	����	����	���	����	���� !"9���
����$

At the moment we have good supplies of Baked Beans, Tea, Pasta and Cereal

Donation List for Harvest Festival
at Great Gaddesden Parish Church - 7th October



15

RUBY
It is with deep sadness we share the passing of Ruby.

Ruby was a very special dog. A friend of everyone who met her.....a popu-
lar member of Great Gaddesden Church especially with the younger con-
gregation who regularly dragged her around the grounds, after the service. 

Ruby loved meeting her doggie friends on Friday’s Walk and Talk, and
delighted in the bonus of a swim in the Gade.  

It’s hard to forget a dog that gave us so much to remember. 
Her family will miss her terribly as many of you will.

Kitty and Ruby sleeping through a sermon??

Great Gaddesden Parish Church 100 Club

The winner for August is  Sue Collyer, No,36
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SOFT FURNISHING & UPHOLSTERY COURSEs 

WWW.MAGGILOUGHRAN.COM   INFO@MAGGILOUGHRAN.COM 

01442 252810 
Situated at Unit 2 Binghams Park Farm, Potten End Hill, Hertfordshire HP1 3BN 

 

Reg. Office: 46 Church End Redbourn St Albans Herts AL3 7DX

Concreting & Drainage
Painting & Decorating
Roofing 
Guttering Repairs
Leadwork & Glazing Repairs
Plumbing & Sanitary
Engineers

n

n

n

n

n

n

n

n

n

n

n

n

New Works
Extensions

Improvements
Refurbishment

Brickwork & Paving
Carpentry & Joinery

(BUILDERS) LTD(BUILDERS) LTD

01582 79259201582 792592

HALSEHALSEY

FIELD TO RENT
Approx 1.2 acres
Great Gaddesden
07954 600233
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Chairman: 
Vice-Chairman:
Members:

Clerk:   

01442 258773
01442 843751
01442 247272
01442 200779
07767 075490
01582 840059
01442 842498
07512 192188

Paul Harris                          
Andy Thompson
Janice Brown
Martin Lindley
Paul Sandford
Malcolm Stodell
Louise Wilson                     
Anne Nudd

(For all enquiries about the Parish Council and local matters.)
NOTE   NEW Council e-mail address is ggparishcouncil@gmail.com

The Parish CouncilThe Parish Council

Parish Council Website 
The Parish Council’s new website is now available 

at www.greatgaddesdenparishcouncil.org.uk

Parish Council meetings 2018
Great Gaddesden Parish Hall

17th September,  15th October,  19th November

All meetings are on Mondays and commence at 8.00pm
unless otherwise noted

Venues subject to final confirmation - always check the current newsletter

Anything published in this newsletter does not necessarily reflect the views of the Parish Council

Please welcome Anne Nudd our new Parish Clerk 
and note her new phone number
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SaSSat SatSat 88tthh SeSSepSept SeptSept 
enteenentrieentrentrientries entriesentries 9.3entries 9entries 9.entries 9.30entries 9.30--11 11111 

Refreshments,  auction 
and raffle.

IN VILLAGE HALL



19



20

GREAT GADDESDEN PARISH HALL
Charitable Trust number 154154

Come and join us for your event.
A lovely modern venue, just 10 minutes from Hemel Hempstead and

Berkhamsted, along the Leighton Buzzard Road, with tables & chairs and
well-equipped kitchen. Lots of off-road parking for your guests and club

members.  
The hall is run by members of the community for the community and offers

great value for money. 

We invite you to upload photos of events that you held in the
hall, and click 'like' 

https://www.facebook.com/GreatGaddesdenParishHall
or contact Karen of 'Karens in the Dog House!' fame to dis-

cuss your needs.

The Best Service For All Your Travel Needs

MJ Executi ve Cars
Mercedes Chauffeur Service

Tel:   07831819969

enquiries@mjexecutivecars.co.uk

www.mjexecutivecars.co.uk

VIP     CORPORATE     PRIVATE
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We do try to keep an up to date list
of birthdays.

If anyone wants to add names to our
list or knows of people who have

moved away and could perhaps have
their names removed, please contact: 

The Editor
Mike Connell

mike@mpconnell.co.uk
Names are normally removed after the   per-
son becomes 18, but we can include ‘special’
birthdays for any age. 

BIRTHDAYS SEPTEMBER

Barnaby Bear                 1st     14

Grace Sealey                  6th       8

Hayden Jeffreys            7th     12

Fenella Makepeace        7th     11 

Hannah Burfot           11th       8

Rosie Halsey                14th       3

Clara Wilkinson         19th     18 

James Clapperton       21st     15 

Max Manning             22nd       5

Josh Williamson         22nd     16 

Evangeline Riley         28th     12

DEADLINE FOR THE NEXT
October  2018 ISSUE is

19th September
anything after the deadline

CANNOT be included

Walk and Talk
A short to medium length walk every Friday,

starting from the church at 9.00am
Tea, coffee and cake on our return about

10.15.  Please join us then
even if you can’t manage the walk.

Val Mills
Please contact Val for more details

07929 650664
regalreval@yahoo.co.uk
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  www.hawkkb.co.uk
01442 803303

Oaklands Farm, Bradden Lane, Gaddesden Row, HP2 6JB

Full Concept to Completion, Design & Installation Service

KITCHENS

We not only deal with luxury 
kitchen brands but we also 

offer our own bespoke, 
British handmade kitchens, 

meaning we can design 
exactly to your speci cation.

BATHROOMS

Designed with the highest 
quality, our range of 

bathroom collections are 
intended to complement 

a number of different 
styles, from timeless to 

contemporary.

Bathroom Design | Bathroom Installation | Attention to Detail 
Unbeatabel Quality | Dedicated Team | Kitchen Design  

Kitchen Installation | Project Management | Luxury Brands  
Design & Build | Fitted Wardrobes | Home Renovations

WARDROBES
Providing the complete design and installation of made to 

measure tted wardrobes.
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“Working together, we develop the
self-belief to conquer new challenges
and achieve excellence in a happy, safe
and caring environment.
We inspire one another to be the best
that we can be, providing the children
of Great Gaddesden School with the
Christian Values to be confident,
respectful and successful citizens of the
future”

I always feel that the words of our
school vision have particular resonance
at the time of year when we say good-
bye to our Year 6 pupils. These are
young people who are respectful and
respected members of our school com-
munity. They move on to new schools
and communities, and we trust that
their experience at Great Gaddesden
School will help them to flourish as
they embark on new adventures. 
At our Leavers’ Service we lit a candle
for each secondary school that the chil-
dren are going to, and we will light the
candles again at the beginning of the
Autumn Term to show that we are
thinking of Alex, Andrew, Caden,
Eleanor, Immy, Harrison, Jak, Lilly,
Simeon and Sonny. We wish them hap-
piness and success. They will always be
welcome at our School and we hope
that they will keep in touch. 

“The Piper” School Production
The end of year production for Key
Stage 2 children was an extravaganza of
singing, dancing and acting. The chil-
dren performed a wonderful version of
the Pied Piper of Hamlin. All the chil-

dren in Year 5&6 had a speaking part,
and several sang solos or performed
dances.  It really was wonderful enter-
tainment for the many family members
who came to watch the afternoon and
evening performances. Special thanks
to Mrs Wickens, Mrs Simpkins, Mrs
Dill and Mrs Waites who had directed
the production with great professional-
ism. I always think that the school
plays are a wonderful celebration of
small schools, as every child’s voice is
heard and every child has an important
part to play.

VIP Visitors
We were very proud to welcome the
Mayor of Dacorum to our school in
July. The School Council took our
special visitors on a tour of the school,
and the children in all classes enjoyed
talking about their learning and their
experience of Great Gaddesden School.
We are proud of our School and are
always glad to welcome visitors. 

Roof Repairs
Looking after a school with buildings
that are 60 (and even 160!) years old
brings challenges when trying to pro-
vide 21st century education.  A recent
roof survey confirmed that the 60 year
old flat roof was at the end of its ser-
viceable life, and therefore we will be
undertaking essential roofing work
over the summer holidays. Such capital
projects are only possible with the
financial support of the Diocese of St
Albans, and the Governors are very
grateful for the award of specific grant

Great Gaddesden CofE (VA) SchoolGreat Gaddesden CofE (VA) School
For pupils aged 3-11
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funding for this project.
We always work closely with contractors
to minimise disruption for the school’s
neighbours. I would like to thank you for
your understanding during this project.

New School Year
As we say goodbye to our Year 6 pupils
in July, we warmly welcome new pupils
and their families to the school in
September. It is the start of an exciting

journey and we hope that Great
Gaddesden School will be part of their
journey to becoming ‘confident, respect-
ful and successful citizens of the future.’ 

With very warm wishes,

Alison Wilkinson, Chair of Governors
awilkinson@greatgaddesden.herts.sch.uk

The Mayor of Dacorum, Councillor Rosie Sutton with members of the School Council
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Gaddesden Estate NewsGaddesden Estate News
Harvest
What a strange season this has been;
we had a very cold, late spring, fol-
lowed by the “Beast from the East”
and then suddenly we went into one
of the hottest and driest summers that
many people can remember.
We cut the oilseed rape at Hawbush
Farm on 24th and 25th July.
Then back to the weather! Thankfully
for most people and all gardeners the
weather at last broke in August. We
got back to harvesting the biscuit
wheat variety “Barrell”, on
Whitehouse and Upperwood Farms,
around 4th  August, but the wet
weather following it has meant that
we didn’t begin cutting the feed wheat
“JB Diego” until 19th August and fin-
ished on 21st.
Even so this is still timely, though the
crop has stood in the field for several
weeks ready for harvest. We can thank
heaven that we did not suffer any dev-
astating hail or thunderstorms, and we
are now on track for a normal year,
where we begin cereal harvest in the
middle of the month.
The oilseed rape yield was down to 3
tonnes/hectare (about 24 cwt/acre).
Our old pre-cleaner came into its
own, enabling us to send a good clean
sample to the crushers. The seeds were
small, but the oil content was high,
compensating somewhat for the lower
production.
The Barrell wheat yielded under 9
t/ha, slightly disappointing, though
we were pleased that the Diego came
off at around 10 t/ha (80 cwt/ac).
However, while wheat prices remain

buoyant, and though yield is often
said to be the critical factor, one is
always pleased with a good price!
The final crop to be harvested will be
the oats, though this crop is unlikely
to make the deadline for the
September Newsletter. Due to the rel-
atively high moisture content of the
Diego wheat, some time will have to
be spent bucketing dry wheat from a
drying store to the buffer store No 4,
to make room for the oats.
Other work continues during harvest
time, on days we cannot cut. Fencing
work is in progress on some of the
horse paddocks at Bridens Camp and
Mill Hill Farm and in due course at
Marsh Farm, ready for new clients.
We are in the process of sowing
“cover crops” on the land designated
for 2019 spring cropping, so the
ground is not bare throughout the
winter, and by the time you read this
we should have drilled and rolled next
year’s oilseed rape north of
Gaddesden Row.
Our old grain store was last used in
the year 2000 and we have at last been
working on the removal of the redun-
dant elevators and conveyors, as well
as the tip-weigh and dresser, which we
should be able to sell. We also demol-
ished the rusty old rolled barley hop-
per, which dates from our long
defunct Barley Beef Unit, which
ceased in the 1980s.
Using our farm contractors tracked
excavator, we have graded and cam-
bered the farm drives, and a bonus of
the hot sun has, we hope, hardened
the surface, so that we can reduce our
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perennial pothole problems.

Forestry
There is little to report, other than
that the majority of the trees we
planted in Big Wood in the early
spring seem to have survived the
drought. We will be able to see better
in the winter, when most of the annu-
al vegetation will have died down. 

Cottages
Unusually we will have three residen-
tial properties, in different parts of the
estate, becoming available over the
next few weeks. They all need a cer-
tain amount of refurbishment and
where appropriate work to comply
with the Energy Performance
Certificates (EPC). Please contact the
Estate Office with any expressions of
interest.

Carpenters’ Shop
It is a very long time since the late
Alan Lowdon, our last estate carpen-
ter, retired. The Victorian carpenters’
shop in the former Timber Yard was
used as a mess room and farm meeting
room for many years and then by the
shoot as a lunch room. We discovered
problems with the valley gutters and
so we have re-roofed the building so
that it can have a useful future.

Litter
Following our Big Pick-Up earlier
this year it is disappointing to see our
country lanes, particularly Red Lion
Lane again littered with cans, plastic
bottles, fast food packets &c!

Park and Ride
We sadly had to cancel the July Park
and Ride, due to the very hard going,
but August’s is still in place, and of
course we hope for a good turn out
for the September Charity Ride on
30th. 
Many of you will remember Derek
Christopher, who founded not only
our summer Park & Rides but the
Ride itself. It seemed fitting to organ-
ise a Ride-related award in his memo-
ry. As such we are offering a prize for
the most sponsorship raised for the
RDA (Gaddesden Place Riding for the
Disabled Centre (Regd Charity no.
1140330)) by a rider taking part in this
September event.  We are asking par-
ticipants to consider getting extra
sponsorship with the aim of doubling
what is currently donated to the
RDA. Fancy dress is optional (though
we'll also have a little something for
the best-dressed rider).
If you would like to take part in the
Charity Ride, bookings as usual
through Equo www.equoevents.co.uk. 
The September Charity Ride raises
much needed funds for the Gaddesden
Place Riding for the Disabled and the
British Horse Society who very kind-
ly help run our Park and Ride days
throughout the year.  If you would
like to donate or volunteer for either
of these good causes, please visit their
websites for further details,
http://www.gaddesdenplacerda.org.uk
/ and http://www.bhs.org.uk/get-
involved/donate.  

NGH
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Member of the National Association of Registered Dog Sitters
Mrs. Doolittles Experienced Animal Care

whilst on holiday, at work, or during illness in your home

Dogs nReptiles nCats n Pigs n Sheep n Birds of Prey nRabbits nGuinea Pigs
Goats n Hamsters nHorses n Poultry n Fish nFerrets

4   years of veterinary nursing experience Public Liability insured

Tel: 01442 822191 or 07967 019031
Beverley Cornthwaite

Icknield Farm, Icknield Way
Tring, Herts., HP23 4JX 

!  

!
Little Gaddesden B&B 

Comfortable village accommodation 

En-suite,TV, tea/coffee, fridge etc 

Perfect location 

!
6 & 7 Little Gaddesden 

Herts,  HP4 1PA 

01442 84227 

07721650724 

Nicky & Jon Bennett-Baggs 

nicky@bennett-baggs.com 
!

PETER D. HANNABY
Painter and Decorator

Interior and Exterior work
undertaken

For competitive quotations
please call

Mobile: 07765 250092
Home: 01442 288956

DEER LEAP
HORTICULTURE LTD.

Home Farm Works, 
Little Gaddesden, Herts.

Tel: 01442 842 511

We are your nearest Specialists 

for all Garden machinery. 

We also have a fully equipped Workshop for

Servicing and Repairs at reasonable charges.
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From Terry Douris - your County Councillor

In my role as the Hertfordshire County Council Cabinet member for Education
Libraries and Localism to recognise National Libraries Week last October I under-
took to visit all our 46 public libraries across the county and 7 days and around 700
miles later I was pleased to report that I had completed the challenge. It was only after
completing this that I was reminded that in fact we have one additional library so on
31st July I went to Prison.

The library in question is situation in the Education facility at The Mount Prison in
Bovingdon. This is a Category C prison with approximately 1,000 men there at any
one time. Never having been inside a prison before, I had no real idea what to expect
but in fact it is little different in layout style and content from any public library.
There is a very wide range of books and publications available with current releases,
novels, special interest books and magazines all set out exactly as one might expect in
a public library. When I visited there were men talking with each other or perhaps just
sitting quietly reading a book or magazine. The staff do endeavour to provide some
items in other languages to acknowledge the multi-cultural nature of the prisoners.

The library is operated by the County Council under an annual Service Level
Agreement with the Prison Service and is staffed by 5 part-time County Council
librarians working on a rota basis and these are supported by a number of prisoners,
who act as orderlies - assisting in answering questions and generally looking after the
place.

It is a place where prisoners can go to read, collect a book to read in their cell or to
study and improve. For many men they will have had troubled up-bringing, and some
will struggle to read or write. The Prison and the Library service works with the
Shannon Trust to provide Peer to Peer support to help with reading and writing.
Because it is part of the HCC library service books can be obtained from our central
stores to enable men to follow a particular interest which could range from tree
surgery to interior design.

One of the challenges which the library will face going forward is the relentless move
to on-line publications and this can present a problem as access to the internet is not
permitted.

It is coincidental that while I was there the link officer from the Open University was
also there for his regular meeting with the senior librarian. Only very recently 2 men
graduated from the OU with degrees and the presentation was made by the Chief
Governor. Within the same block is an extensive education facility when men can
improve their education and ultimately their life chances once released.

Although I have talked of the library and education aspects the library facility plays
an important part in helping to maintain the morale and family relationships and one



RODERICK WILSON
Fully Qualified

TREE SURGEON
and

FORESTRY CONTRACTOR

Little Gaddesden
Tel: (01442) 842716

Mobile: 077 689 37 138

Great Gaddesden
Parish Church Contacts
Jo Connell (Churchwarden)

Brock House, St Margarets, Gt Gaddesden 
Hemel Hempstead HP1 3BZ

jo@mpconnell.co.uk

01442 842981

Gill Moore (Reader)
3 Widmore Cottages, Bradden Lane,

Gaddesden Row,
Hemel Hempstead HP2 6JB 

gillmoore@btinternet.com

01442 842054

Merlin Howells (Churchwarden)
Flat 217, Elizabeth House

Hemel Hempstead  HP2 5HH 

01442 265517

Heather Tisbury (Reader)
20 West Dene, Gaddesden Row
Hemel Hempstead HP2 6HU

tisbury@btinternet.com
01582 842807

Revd. John Russell (Vicar)
St. John’s Vicarage, Pipers Hill, Great

Gaddesden,
Hemel Hempstead HP1 3BY

john_russell@live.co.uk
01442 214898

Please contact the Vicar for Baptisms,
Confirmations, Weddings or Funerals
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activity which has now been running for some years is ‘Storybook Dads’ in which a
prisoner can read and record a book onto a CD. The CD is then edited for any errors
and sent to his family. In this way his children can hear the voice of their father and he
will feel that he has communicated with them. Our library staff are very excited to be
working on a new project which is absolutely under wraps.

So, what did I learn? There are some men who are there as a result of a moment of
madness or another illegal activity. Inevitably some will re-offend but for some the
library provides a stepping stone to achieve when they are ultimately released.

If I can help with any aspect of Dacorum Borough Council or Hertfordshire County
Council, please do not hesitate to contact me on 01442 402273 or by email at
terry.douris@hertfordshire.gov.uk 
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WILL KIMBERLEY
GARDEN SERVICES

01442 255784

Phone for a free no obligation written esti-
mate.
- High hedges a speciality
- Overgrown gardens cleared
- Fences erected and repaired
- Tree Lopping
- Fruit tree pruning
- Shrub trimming
- General garden tidy up’s

In fact any job in the garden!

Ken Hodson
Local Computer Hardware and Software Repairs

Upgrades and Advice for Home and Business

Tel. 07974 156743 / 01582 794723
Email enquiries@Kenhodsoncomputerservices.co.uk

www.Kenhodsoncomputerservices.co.uk
Prevent children viewing inappropriate internet sites

No fix, no fee for all repairs - you have nothing to lose

Low hourly rate

Friendly training and instruction available in plain English

Upgrades of hardware and software carried out

Problems with Windows / Applications / Games / Internet /
Networks fixed

Most repairs carried out in your home, if not the computer will be
picked up from and delivered back to you

n

n

n

n

n

n

n
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Church Duty Rotas 
Sidesmen Reader    Intercessions

Sep    2 Peter Diggle Merlin Howells Heather Tisbury
Sep   9 Will Kirk Jude Burfot Heather Tisbury
Sep  16 Jo Connell Peter Diggle Peter Diggle
Sep  23 Jo Connell Jo Connell Peter Diggle
Oct   7 Anna Sladden Clare Rudd Nick Halsey


