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                     GREAT GADDESDEN PARISH COUNCIL  

 
 

Minutes of the Great Gaddesden & Gaddesden Row Allotment Meeting 
Monday 30th April 2018 

At Great Gaddesden Parish Hall 

At 7.30 pm 
PRESENT 

 

Councillors: 

Paul Harris (Chair) 

Andy Thompson (Vice Chair) 
Malcolm Stodell 

Martin Lindley 
Janice Brown 

 
Also in attendance: 

Parish Clerk  

 
12 members of the public for first part of meeting (Gaddesden Row Site) 

4 members of the public for second part of meeting (Great Gaddesden Site)   
 

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

Councillors: 
Louise Wilson 

Paul Sandford 
 

2. GADDESDEN ROW ALLOTMENT SITE - PARISH COUNCIL UPDATE 
 

Vacant plots currently available 

The Parish Clerk advised that there were currently 9 plots not being worked; 8 of those had people 
waiting to take them on and one was vacant. 

There are 4 grassed over plots at the entrance to the site not currently being worked on and it was 

agreed to leave these unless there was a waiting list and no other spare plots were available to offer in 

which case they would be dug over and rotovated ready to use. 
The plot used for bonfires would remain for this use and not rotovated. 

  

Payment of invoices 
The annual charge remains at £13.50 per plot and invoices would be sent out for 2018 in November. 

Anyone taking on an overgrown plot and clearing it themselves would not be charged any fees for the 
remainder of the year in which they took on the plot. 

It was noted that the size and the consequent productivity of the individual plots at the Gaddesden 

Row site varied significantly but all plots were charged at the same annual rent. 
  

Clearance of overgrown plots  
The Parish Clerk advised that there were 9 overgrown plots on the site which would need clearing 

and rotovating before being taken on by a waiting list of people. Quotes were being obtained for this 
work and also enquiries had been made about using Dacorum Borough Council’s Community Services 

Team to carry out the work although there were problems with arranging this due to the lack of toilet 

facilities at the site. Once the plots had been cleared the Parish Clerk would advise the 5 people on 
the waiting list. 

One plot which was not so overgrown had been taken on by a local resident recently. 



2 

 

 
3. GRASS/HEDGE MAINTENANCE PROGRAMME 

The cutting of the grass areas/hedges at the site is currently carried out by an allotment holder and 
they have been advised to ensure that they submit invoices to the Parish Council for the costs incurred 

in carrying out this work which is much appreciated by all. 
   

4. GENERAL DISCUSSION TO INCLUDE SUGGESTIONS FOR FUTURE   

INVESTMENT IDEAS  
 

Gaddesden Row Community Orchard 

There was a discussion about future management and administration of the Orchard including possible 

ideas for selling the eating and cooking apples this season and avoiding the fruit going to waste. In the 

past the Gaddesden Row Community Orchard Working Group had organised Apple Picking Days but 
the apples then need to be pressed and this would have to be organised and would be time consuming. 

One option discussed was for the apples to be sold to individuals/businesses for them to then press and 
sell on as apple juice. 

Councillor Stodell suggested that Rundells could be approached to enquire whether they would be 
interested in buying some apples – this should be carried out in June/July. 

 

It was agreed that the Orchard is for all the community to use and pick fruit from and that this should be 
advertised in the Parish Newsletter and possibly by installing a sign at the site advising passers-by. 

It was also suggested that a bench in memory of Jim Parkes should be purchased by the Parish Council 
and sited in the Orchard. 

   

Noticeboards 
It was agreed that the Allotment Noticeboard needed replacing 

 
Allotment Gates 

It was agreed that the large gate needed preservative paint applied to it and that a self-closing mechanism 
should be applied to the small gate. 

    

Toilet facilities 
There was a general discussion on the advantages and disadvantages of installing toilet facilities on the site 

either in the form of portaloos or compost toilets. It was agreed that there would be both emptying 

and/or maintenance costs involved and the Parish Council would need to discuss this further; one idea 

was for any sales of apples/apple juice being used to partly finance this. Other points for consideration 
would be the siting of the facilities (ideally in a secluded part of the site) and access arrangements which 

would be discussed at a future Parish Council meeting. 

 
Allotment Committee/ Website Forum  

The idea for a separate Allotment committee was discussed as well as having a forum available for 
allotmenteers to use on the Parish Council website (this would require a dedicated administrator to 

manage posts etc.). 

 
Repairs 

The taps on the waterstands had all been changed by Alan Emmerson and those attending were 
reminded that any repairs carried out by allotment holders to taps etc. should be invoiced to the Parish 

Council to arrange for reimbursement. 
  

Parish Footpaths Noticeboard 

Councillor Harris advised that funding had been obtained to partially fund the purchase of noticeboards 
for the parish displaying details of the public footpaths and points of interest and one of these boards will 

be sited on the public footpath next to the allotment site at Gaddesden Row. 
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Fallen Tree 

It was reported that a large tree and fallen down recently but Councillor Harris advised that this was 
privately owned and was the owners responsibility. 

 
5. GREAT GADDESDEN ALLOTMENT SITE - PARISH COUNCIL UPDATE 

 

Vacant plots currently available 
The Parish Clerk advised that there were currently 3 ½ plots not being worked; there was one person 

waiting to take one of these plots on which was currently not able to be worked on as it was very 

overgrown. 

 

Payment of invoices 
As with the Gaddesden Row site, the annual charge remains at £13.50 per plot and invoices would be 

sent out for 2018 in November. Anyone taking on an overgrown plot and clearing it themselves would 
not be charged any fees for the remainder of the year in which they took on the plot. 

 
Clearance of overgrown plots 

The Parish Clerk advised that once a quote had been agreed by the Parish Council and the clearance 

work had been carried out at Gaddesden Row, the additional work needed to clear the 3 overgrown 
plots at Great Gaddesden could be agreed and carried out. 

  
6. GRASS/HEDGE MAINTENANCE PROGRAMME 

Grass and hedge cutting is carried out on a monthly basis between April & October by Jeremy Pearson 

who then invoices the Parish Council. It was felt that the grass needs to be cut between some plots in 
addition to the paths and the Parish Clerk suggested that she met with one of the allotment holders to 

identify which areas and then requests that Jeremy Pearson carries out this additional work. 
  

 
7. GENERAL DISCUSSION TO INCLUDE SUGGESTIONS FOR FUTURE   

INVESTMENT IDEAS  

 
Allotment Signage/Noticeboard 

The installation of a sign outside the allotments and a noticeboard on the site was discussed but it 

was felt that neither were required but that advertising in the Parish Newsletter would be a good 

idea. 
 

Cultivation of Plots 

The current arrangements are that annual invoices are sent out in November and it was suggested 
that, in the case of any plots becoming overgrown, letters should be sent by the Parish Council to 

the relevant allotment holder reminding them that it is a condition of their allotment agreement that 
the plots should be maintained. If after 3 reminders, the plot had still not been tidied then the 

allotment holder should be given notice of the termination of their agreement. 

   
Request to keep Chickens 

Earlier on in the year, a request had been made by an allotment holder to keep chickens at the 
Great Gaddesden site and all allotment holders had been asked for their views. The majority of the 

comments received had objected to the request and therefore the Parish Council had unanimously 
voted to turn down the request.  

  

Great Gaddesden School 
The school have taken up the kind offer made by a Great Gaddesden allotment holder to have the 

use of half of one of her allotment plots. 
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Toilet facilities 
It was agreed by those allotment holders attending that there was no need to install toilet facilities at 

the Great Gaddesden site. 
  

Identification of plots 

Two allotment holders offered to work with the Parish Council in identifying the plots clearly by 
installing individually numbered wooden posts for each plot. 

 

 

8. ANY OTHER BUSINESS 

 
It was generally agreed that an allotment meeting should be held each April to update on all points 

relating to both of the allotment sites and give the opportunity to discuss future ideas.  
 

 
9. Date of next meeting: To be discussed 

 


