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“Karen’s in the DogHouse!”
Kind, Fair & Effective Dog Training

01442 247374             07929 167397

www.karensinthedoghouse.co.uk

FREE Child Dog Bite 
Prevention Workshops
Sponsored by

 

Oil & Gas Boiler 
Annual Service, 
Breakdown Repair 
& Commission 
 Fully Qualified 
 Large range of spares in stock 
 Literally thousands of happy customers 
 Many years experience 
 Friendly, reliable service you can trust 

from a local business 
 Competitive rates 
 £5 million public liability insurance 

 

 

Dunstable 01582 660597 
Mobile 07786 936134 
www.griffin-heating.co.uk 



FROM THE VICAR

Dear Friends,

In May I was at the Royal Albert Hall, at
a concert in aid of Combat Stress, a chari-
ty which as the name suggests, helps vet-
erans with mental health issues. The con-
cert was put on by an organisation called
‘The Really Big Chorus’, they are
Britain’s largest choral society.
Approximately 1500 people turned up to
sing a concert on one rehearsal!  It was
one of the many events to mark the 100th
anniversary of the cessation of hostilities
in 1918 and every piece of music chosen
had an association with war.
The second half of the concert was given
over to the choral work by Karl Jenkins
entitled, ‘The Armed Man’. It was just
before the piece began, when I suddenly
thought about the Holy Trinity! (The
Holy Trinity, Father, Son and Holy
Spirit; the heart of Christian theology
which is all about relationship, love and
unity) 

So back to the concert…If you’ve ever
played in an orchestra or sung in a choir,
you’ll know how you can experience that
fantastic sense of unity. It was as the sec-
ond half of the concert was about to get
under way, that the thought came to me.
The leader of the orchestra, the conductor
and the soloist all appeared  and received
their light ripple of applause. Then in the
silence that followed, the choir, that mas-
sive choir, received the signal from the
conductor to stand; and suddenly there
was something like a huge, instantaneous
Mexican wave, a massive rush of energy,
which seemed to come at you. It almost
literally took your breath away and

before they’d even sung a note, there was
an enormous round of applause, it was so
incredibly  powerful and yet not a note
had been sung! Very soon that enormous
space, which is the Royal Albert Hall was
filled with sound and yes, at times,  it was
a truly holy sound, a Mass for Peace,
‘The Armed Man’

It’s interesting that whenever we enter a
holy place, a church or a cathedral, or
chapel or worship place of another reli-
gion, we tend to hush our voices and
keep generally quiet and still as a sign of
respect. 

In the book of the prophet Ezekiel in the
Old Testament, the writer describes the
Temple in Jerusalem,  as  a pretty noisy
place; 'Seraphs were in attendance’, call-
ing to each other, we read, but he doesn't
say how many Seraphs. However, works
of art based on this vision, usually por-
tray three seraphs, but it might be a
whole throng of them flying about, and
singing, for all we know. It does make me
wonder why we should conceive our
invisible God as something amorphous,
immoveable mass, demanding silence.
Silence has its place, but surely God is
full of movement, dynamism and indeed,
lots of noise and excitement too? Maybe
the image of these Seraphs might have
inspired the notion of God  in three
Persons but one God, in unity? 

How can we relate to that? That feeling
of unity in playing music with others or
singing, brings a sense of unity to the
whole group yet the individual members
retain their individual personalities, but
there are plenty of other times when it
can happen, we can feel absolutely free as
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an individual,  yet completely at one with
the people around us. it could be  at a
football or rugby  match or watching a
tennis tournament.
My experiences are more around singing
in a choir or playing in an orchestra; you
still retain your individual voice, and yet
are swept up into a corporate experience
in which you feel that you are all per-
forming as one unit. The professional
dancers in Strictly Come Dancing, seem
as one in some of their routines, yet they
keep their individual personalities, I
would imagine, it’s similar.

Some people have tried to explain the
doctrine of the Trinity in terms of dance,
to describe God as dancing, indeed there
is the hymn, 'Lord of the Dance' and
even a theological term meaning 'the
dance of God'; all three persons of the
Trinity relating to each other in a totally
harmonious fluid way. 
C. S. Lewis, in his book Mere
Christianity, actually describes the
Trinity as a 'dance', saying, 'God is not a
static thing ... but a dynamic, pulsating
activity, a life, almost ... a kind of dance.' 

Whatever your experience; we call God
in the creation around us, God the
Father, The Creator of all that exists. 

We call God in the life and teaching, the
death and resurrection of Jesus, the Son,
the Redeemer of the world… 
We call God active in our hearts and
minds, inspiring us to say and do things
we could not have done on our own,
God the Holy Spirit.

Three persons, one God. Yet surely the
truth is that God is infinite, so beyond
our capability to describe in mere human
words, that to do so is almost a waste of
time. 
So my advice is don’t get too hung up on
theories about something we’ll never
fully understand. One thing we do
know, the message of the Trinity remains
clear it is one of relationship, of love, of
unity, something to which each of us
should aspire in all our relationships, and
our lives as whole, with maybe a little
more dancing?
I am yours in Christ

John
John Russell

St John’s Vicarage
Pipers Hill, Great Gaddesden

HP1 3BY
e-mail:john_russell@live.co.uk

tel: 01442 214898



5

MARKWELL CARPENTRY

  
gjmarkwell@gmail.com 

07517424375 

!

!

!

Bespoke Design           Joiner/Carpenter 
Interior Solutions                   Free consultations 
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ADVERTISING IN THE GREAT GADDESDEN
PARISH NEWSLETTER
One edition                                             Ten editions (annual)

Full page                           £12                                                        £100
Half page                            £9                                                        £75
Third page                          £6                                                        £50
Quarter page                      £5                                                         £45
Eighth page                        £3                                                         £25

For all advertising enquiries, please contact the editor, Mike Connell
01442 842981 Or e-mail   mike@mpconnell.co.uk

These rates unchanged for over 20 years

The Fit-Hut is a small friendly Fitness Studio based in Potten Eend. We Specialise in Pilates, Yoga and
Personal Training!

Our aim : To bring the local community together through fitness, making fitness fun and versatile for any
age, level and lifestyle.

Everything we do is built around the people who come here. All of our amazing members have access to me, Jo
Regardsoe and my top team of coaches who specialise in one core skill – how to create happiness through exer-
cise and nutrition that lasts. Whether it's Pilates, Yoga, Group training or personal training. I know how to create
incredible health and great bodies.

If classes are your thing, we have a growing Core timetable with a mix of Yoga and Pilates, all of our classes are
aimed at mixed levels, both males and females that are looking to strengthen, tone, and improve flexibility and
improve posture. We come highly recommended and work closely with local Physio’s, Chriopractors and G.Ps to
ensure we provide the best possible programme designs for you.

Whatever your goal: We design a programme that’s right for you, weight-loss, Nutrition, recovering from injury
or just to feel more confident and energised. Work 1-1 or with your friends but most important of all, find a plan
you enjoy, and want to keep coming back for more!

We run classes mornings, afternoons and evenings, to suit all sched-
ules and busy lifestyles! Pay as you go or build your own personal
monthly membership.

Our philosophy is to help everyone that walks through our doors with a per-
sonal training plan to suit the individual rather than a one size fits all solu-
tion.

To see our latest timetable visit our website: www.regardsoe-
fitness.co.uk email:info@regardsoe-fitness.co.uk or better still call and
speak to me, Jo Regardsoe 07786 156653

Come visit us: The Fit-Hut, Unit 18 Binghams Park Farm, Potten End
Hill Rd HP1 3BN 
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www.beechwoodpark.com 

Independent excellence  
Day and flexi-boarding School 

for boys and girls aged 3 to 13 

OPEN MORNINGS  
2018 

9th February, 25th May, 19th October 
 

AL3 8AW,   01582 840333 
Just 10 minutes from Great Gaddesden 
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CREAM TEAS & CAKES 
      

Dates for 2018 
 

Sunday 13th May 
Sunday 17th June  

(in conjunction with the Benningfield weekend) 

Sunday 15th July 
Sunday 12th August 

Sunday 9th September 
 

Times:  2.30 – 4.30 pm 
 
 

Come and joint us in the Church at Great Gaddesden 

All Welcome – We would love to see you 
 

St. John the Baptist, Great Gaddesden 
Home and Garden Sale 

Sunday, July 15th 

(along side Cream Teas) 
Please leave any donations for the sale, 

at the back of the church AFTER JUNE 17th 
Any questions, please contact Val on: 

 07929 650664 or email regalreval@yahoo.co.uk 
Thanks  
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Great Gaddesden Bellringers - Sue Collyer

June has been a lovely month weather-wise and it has been a joy to turn out for
ringing on a sunny Sunday morning and to
watch the hedgerow plants and trees matur-
ing into their summer colours.  The frothy
white cow parsley has given way to hem-
lock, hogweed and wild carrot to beautify
our roadsides, and on the weekend of the
16th and 17th June a  Flower Festival was
held in the church to coincide with a cele-
bration of the life and work of Gordon
Beningfield.  There were 31 themed displays
which very beautifully illustrated the wild
fields and meadows around us which
Gordon Beningfield so enjoyed and which
inspired his wonderful paintings, and there
was an interesting talk from his close friend
and fellow artist Dennis Furnell.  

There were other activities taking place
over the weekend as well – walks thor-

ough the local area, cream teas, and on both
Saturday and Sunday the church tower was
open for people to go up (for a small fund-
raising fee!).  In all 100 visitors climbed the
32 steps up to the ringing chamber, then the
45 steps up past the bell chamber onto the
roof. Visitors came from America and from
Belgium as well as more locally and the view
from the top of the tower is well worth the
climb. Public access to the roof is not often
available –precautions need to be taken to
ensure that anyone who goes up can do so
safely, and also that the fabric of the church
and the roof is not damaged in any way – so
barriers were erected, matting was laid to
allow the roof to be walked on, a safety rope
was fixed to provide a handrail on the steps,
and the bell ropes were pulled up safely out
of reach in the ringing chamber.  

John Moore has been a bell ringer formany years and to him falls the job of

‘steeple-keeper’ - observant ones amongst
you might be mystified by this job descrip-
tion when our church tower very obviously
has no steeple, but such are the mysteries of
bell ringing!  So John is responsible for any-
thing bell-related - stays, ropes, garter holes,
pulleys and boxes to name but a few strange
bits and bobs and he labours to keep the
bells moving easily and smoothly, checking
to make sure that nuts are adequately tight,
that relevant tolerances are not exceeded and
wielding a grease gun where required.   He
is also responsible for anything that happens
in the bell chamber, in the ringing chamber
and in the tower which includes (among
many other issues) dealing with the clock
mechanism, invading wildlife, leaks, light fit-
tings, decoration, and safety issues – and at
the Open Tower event ensuring it all went
off without mishap.

Recently, as steeple keeper, John disman-
tled an old cupboard which was taking

up a lot of space in the ringing chamber and
which was no longer needed.  Sounds easy?
The dismantling wasn’t too hard, but the
door was being ‘recycled’ and so needed to
be removed intact – but it was too big to get
down the tower steps. So the ‘bell hatch’
came into its own.  This hatch can be found
under the carpet in the ringing chamber and
is there so that any bell (or in this case any
old door!) can be lowered down to the
ground for maintenance. With the help of 2
strong ringers the operation was satisfactori-
ly completed!

We are exceedingly grateful to John for
all the hard work he does on a very

regular basis often on his own in the dark
and the cold of the bell chamber, and for all
the many skills he uses to keep the bells
ringing. 
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Icknield Farm, Icknield Way, Tring, Herts HP23 4JX

VISITING, KENNELING, 
AND COLLECTING BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

Luxury heated accommodation for your dog
with a personal touch giving your dog the

extra attention they deserve.
All dogs are walked twice daily.

In association with Mrs. Doolittles pet sitters 

TEL: 01442 824856
www.spoilyourdog.co.uk

 

For enquiries (or) further information please contact us at: 
littlegaddesdenpreschool@aol.com 

07375 543288 / 07786 167417 

Follow us at 
@littlegaddesden
preschool 

• Open Monday to Friday, 8am to 3pm, for children aged 2 to 5 years  
• A variety of sessions available offering flexibility for parents accessing our 

provision. 
• Morning Sessions, Lunch Clubs and Full Days available 
• Term time only 
• Breakfast Club*  
• Holiday Fun Club for 3 to 8 year olds 
• 30 Hours Early Education Funding available for 3 &4 year olds 
• 15 Hours Early Education Funding available for 2, 3 &4 year olds 
 

*  (also available to children of Little Gaddesden Primary School) 

Where children 
achieve, grow 
and develop 
whilst being 

nurtured, 
learning 

through play 
and the outdoor 

environment. 
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For all types of commercial, retail and domestic electrical work







Scene Setting
Security Lighting
Fault finding inc. boilers
8 year NIC EIC Warranty

 Energy Saving Lighting

 Design and Installation

SM Row Electrical Engineer

tel: 01442 240515
mob: 07836 252567

email: steverow@sky.com
web: www.smrow.co.uk

Free

Estim
ates







Replacement fuseboards
Re-Wiring
Lighting and sockets
Inspection and PAT Testing

 Part P Registered

 TV/Telephone/Computer

Free

Estim
ates

Ian Johnson

All Aspects of
Landscaping and Fencing 

Patios Pathways Block Paving
Driveways Gates and Garden

Buildings 

07761 565714      01442 262502 

i n t e r i o r  d e s i g n e r

d e c o r a t i v e  s c h e m e s  

r o o m  p l a n n i n g  

f u r n i t u r e ,  s o f t  f u r n i s h i n g   
&  a c c e s s o r y  s o u r c i n g  

r o o m  d r e s s i n g  

BA I D  q u a l i f i e d  

f r e e  i n i t i a l  l o c a l  
c o n s u l t a t i o n s  

0 7 9 4 1  1 7 9 6 7 8  
0 1 5 8 2  9 3 7 0 3 5  

m a i l @ c a r o l i n e b a p t i s t a . c o m  
c a r o l i n e b a p t i s t a . c o m

!

!"#$%&&'(#&)*)&&+!,&-$./&,0120#1

3456786996:;
8<345=4>7?75@4A4=B637=8CA6@45=

DEFGH7IFDJKE
"#$#%%&!'()(*+&#)!,(#)&%-

"(&.&!,(#)&%-/!'$#.0#!1#)#%2&%-
'03*+#)!,(#)&%-!4$(0#53
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Toe-Tal Footcare
Treatments in your own home at a time to suit you
Covering all feet related conditions including:
thickened nails,corns,ingrown toenails,callus.

Keep your feet in good condition with  regular treatment
and be treated to a reliable prompt and courteous service

by a local qualified foot health professional.

To book your appointment please call :

Graham Spendlove MCFHP MAHFP
07799033974

Also offered to both men and women
is a fingernail trimming service.

PHOENIX FITNESS - PERSONAL TRAINER
GET FIT - GET HEALTHY

Make 2018 your fittest and healthiest year yet!
I offer personal training sessions in the comfort of your own home

No gym membership needed
No need to travel - Singles or Small Groups

I live in Gaddesden Row and have clients in the area from all levels
of training and goals - From First Timers to Old Timers!

Be Brave - Call me to discuss your individual programme
Take that First Step to making that Healthy New You

LIZZY HEARLE 07725 720997 phoenixfitness3@gmail.com
THE OLD FORGE, GADDESDEN ROW HP2 6HU



14

The Myeloma UK garden

A Message from Peter King

The Myeloma UK garden at the Chelsea Flower Show was highly successful in
terms of raising awareness, thanks to the extensive broadcasting as well as the
many who actually visited the garden and spoke to the Myeloma staff there.  It
was all very uplifting

Following the Show there has been an unprecedented high level of contact
through the Myeloma Website.

Another very positive outcome is that Myeloma UK has now been invited to
join the Parliamentary All Party Group working on Blood cancers.

Finally the good news is that thanks to the support I have had for my crowd
funding, the Garden will now have a permanent home at the Hospice of St
Francis on Shootersway in Berkhamsted. In fact some of it is already there but
it will be August before it is finally planted. 

I do appreciate all the support I have received. I know Gill and my brother
Graham would have been thrilled.

A video filmed on the final build and press day is available on
https://vimeo.com/272044543

Password:  press

The video is a good reflection on how it was. Hopefully with the Garden at the
Hospice the hope and inspiration will continue.
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St. John the Baptist, Great Gaddesden 
100 Club 

We are extremely fortunate in having the financial support of the Friends of 
Great Gaddesden Church to maintain the fabric of our beautiful church for 
future generations, but, like many churches, we continue to find it increasingly 
difficult to raise sufficient money to cover the everyday running costs such as 
heating, lighting, insurance, Diocesan fees etc.  
Our 100 Club is one way to raise funds towards these expenses. 
In  2017-2018 it raised over £600.  
Thanks to everyone who bought a ticket/tickets.  
 
The lucky winners for 2017-18 were: 
Aug  ’17 43  Gill Moore    Feb ’18  1  Trevor Beale   
Sept  ‘17 33  Vicky Waite  March ’18 83  Rebecca Moore  
Oct ‘17 19  Adam Griffin  April    ’18 17 Lanying Burley 
Nov ‘17 28  Vicky Frew  May    ’18 40  Sydney Spencer-Wilson 
Dec ‘17 18  Adam Griffin  June ’18 27  Jackie Abu-Rabie 
Jan ‘18 16  Lanying Burley  July ’18   TBA 

 
In order to bring the 100 Club accounts (currently running August – July) into 
line with the church’s accounts (January – December)  I will be asking current 
members to renew their number/numbers from August 2018 to run through 
to December 2019 for a cost of £20.00 per number 
 
New members may also join from August 2018 for the same discounted price 
- £20.00 per number, please see application form below. 

We continue to have one prize of £35 each month.  
All numbers to be purchased BEFORE July 31, 2018 

 
Thank you in anticipation of your support. 
 Val Mills 
……………………………………………………………………………………… 
 

St. John the Baptist, Great Gaddesden 
100 Club  

Application/ renewal form for August 2018 – December 2019 
 
I would like to buy!!!!!!ticket/s (£20.00 per ticket) 
 
Name!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!* My current no/s!!!!!! 
 
Address!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!. 
 
Tel:!!!!!!!!!!!!!!      email: !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!.. 
 
I enclose *cash/cheque for  £!!!  Cheques payable to: Great Gaddesden PCC (100 Club)              
Or * I have made a bank transfer for £!!!!! 
Sort Code: 30-94-08;  Ac.No. 00126780;  Ac name: Great Gaddesden PCC (100 Club) 
Please be sure to include the 100Club reference 
 
Completed forms should be returned to; 
Val Mills, 13, Christchurch Rd, Hemel Hempstead, HP2  5BX 
(07929 650664,  regalreval@yahoo.co.uk) 
 
*Delete as necessary 
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SOFT FURNISHING & UPHOLSTERY COURSEs 

WWW.MAGGILOUGHRAN.COM   INFO@MAGGILOUGHRAN.COM 

01442 252810 
Situated at Unit 2 Binghams Park Farm, Potten End Hill, Hertfordshire HP1 3BN 

 
Walk and Talk

A short to medium length walk every Friday,
starting from the church at 9.00am

Tea, coffee and cake on our return about
10.15.  Please join us then

even if you can’t manage the walk.
Val Mills

Please contact Val for more details
07929 650664

regalreval@yahoo.co.uk

DEADLINE FOR THE NEXT
September  2018 ISSUE is

22nd August
anything after the deadline

CANNOT be included

Reg. Office: 46 Church End Redbourn St Albans Herts AL3 7DX

Concreting & Drainage
Painting & Decorating
Roofing 
Guttering Repairs
Leadwork & Glazing Repairs
Plumbing & Sanitary
Engineers

n

n

n

n

n

n

n

n

n

n

n

n

New Works
Extensions

Improvements
Refurbishment

Brickwork & Paving
Carpentry & Joinery

(BUILDERS) LTD(BUILDERS) LTD

01582 79259201582 792592

HALSEHALSEY
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Chairman: 
Vice-Chairman:
Members:

Clerk:   

01442 258773
01442 843751
01442 247272
01442 200779
07767 075490
01582 840059
01442 842498
07538 719376

Paul Harris                          
Andy Thompson
Janice Brown
Martin Lindley
Paul Sandford
Malcolm Stodell
Louise Wilson                     
Mandy Kirk

(For all enquiries about the Parish Council and local matters.)
NOTE   NEW Council e-mail address is ggparishcouncil@gmail.com

The Parish CouncilThe Parish Council

Parish Council Website 
The Parish Council’s new website is now available 
at www.greatgaddesdenparishcouncil.org.uk

Parish Council meetings 2018
Great Gaddesden Parish Hall

16th July,  
17th September,  15th October,  19th November

All meetings are on Mondays and commence at 8.00pm
unless otherwise noted

Venues subject to final confirmation - always check the current newsletter

Anything published in this newsletter does not necessarily reflect the views of the Parish Council
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GREAT GADDESDEN PARISH HALL
Charitable Trust number 154154

Come and join us for your event.
A lovely modern venue, just 10 minutes from Hemel Hempstead and

Berkhamsted, along the Leighton Buzzard Road, with tables & chairs and
well-equipped kitchen. Lots of off-road parking for your guests and club

members.  
The hall is run by members of the community for the community and offers

great value for money. 

We invite you to upload photos of events that you held in the
hall, and click 'like' 

https://www.facebook.com/GreatGaddesdenParishHall
or contact Karen of 'Karens in the Dog House!' fame to dis-

cuss your needs.

The Best Service For All Your Travel Needs

MJ Executi ve Cars
Mercedes Chauffeur Service

Tel:   07831819969

enquiries@mjexecutivecars.co.uk

www.mjexecutivecars.co.uk

VIP     CORPORATE     PRIVATE
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We do try to keep an up to date list
of birthdays.

If anyone wants to add names to ourlist or knows of people who have
moved away and could perhaps have
their names removed, please contact: 

The Editor
Mike Connell

mike@mpconnell.co.uk
Names are normally removed after the   per-
son becomes 18, but we can include ‘special’
birthdays for any age. 

BIRTHDAYS JULY

Fallon Makepeace          1st       8  

Charlie Robertson       4th     15  

Amanda Bayliss            6th     15 

Jamie Williams            12th       9  

Laurence Steward      14th     15 

Harrison Field             16th     11  

Luke Hill                      19th     18 

Lachlan McIntosh      19th     10 

Charlie Price               22nd     10  

Jake Hill                       29th     15 

AUGUST 
Isabella Bailey               2nd     11 
Abigail Fitzgerald        6th       8
Abigail Timlett             6th       8 
Olivia-Poppy Rudd      8th       9 
Scarlett Cheeseman    9th       5
Simeon Bishi               12th     11 
Lexi Spencer                12th       9 
Emily Drake                13th       8 
Matthew Green          15th       9
Ethan Andrews           17th     13
Scarlett Baker              21st     16  
Daniel Brooks              21st     13 
Kaia Hall                      23rd     10 
Sienna Norton            25th     12  
Rowan Pethard           31st     10 
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  www.hawkkb.co.uk
01442 803303

Oaklands Farm, Bradden Lane, Gaddesden Row, HP2 6JB

Full Concept to Completion, Design & Installation Service

KITCHENS

We not only deal with luxury 
kitchen brands but we also 

offer our own bespoke, 
British handmade kitchens, 

meaning we can design 
exactly to your speci cation.

BATHROOMS

Designed with the highest 
quality, our range of 

bathroom collections are 
intended to complement 

a number of different 
styles, from timeless to 

contemporary.

Bathroom Design | Bathroom Installation | Attention to Detail 
Unbeatabel Quality | Dedicated Team | Kitchen Design  

Kitchen Installation | Project Management | Luxury Brands  
Design & Build | Fitted Wardrobes | Home Renovations

WARDROBES
Providing the complete design and installation of made to 

measure tted wardrobes.
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I would like to begin by welcoming a
new member to the Great Gaddesden
School family. Congratulations to our
head of P.E.  Mrs. Todiresei who gave
birth to a beautiful baby girl earlier this
month!

We held Sports Day early this year due
to Mrs. Todiresei heading off on mater-
nity leave. This was a competitive event
between the four houses and the children
did brilliantly, with the eventual victors
being Beech wearing their house colours
of yellow. Well done Beech.

Over the weekend of 16th and 17th June
the children of Great Gaddesden School
contributed to the exhibition which took
place at the local church. This exhibition
was to commemorate the 20th anniver-
sary of Gordon Beningfield, a local artist.
Gordon had a love for nature and this
was clearly reflected in the subject mate-
rial that the children had chosen to por-
tray in their work.

The children have taken part in some
fantastic activities and school trips this
month. A week before the Royal
Wedding, year 1 headed off to Windsor
Castle as part of their Castles project.
They spent the day learning about the
Castle and even went inside St George’s
Chapel. Year 2 attended a singing festival
at St. John’s Church in Boxmoor. The
children discovered new music, learnt a
new song, prepared it and then per-
formed ‘My Body’ to their parents at the
end of the day. Year 1 and 2 combined
attended an Olympic event at Sportspace
where the team achieved 3rd Place. Well

done years 1 and 2!

Years 4 and 5 joined with Gaddesden
Row to participate in a WOOFYT
workshop. Wooden One Octave Organ
For Young Technologists if you hadn’t
guessed already! The children were given
the opportunity to link their scientific
knowledge with technology to create and
play a wooden one octave organ. This
was thoroughly enjoyed by all. Years 5
and 6 spent the day at the Amavarati
Monastery. The children had the oppor-
tunity to join in with meal ceremonies,
meditation sessions and learn about the
Buddhist beliefs.

If you have not visited our school before,
there is a Summer Fair being held by the
village on Sunday 1st July  between  1pm
and 4pm in the church yard and the
school playground. Please feel free to
pop along, show your support and see
what you can win at one of the many
stalls!

For any prospective parents, if you
would like to enquire about future spaces
at the school or would like to be shown
our fantastic facilities please contact our
head teacher, Mrs.Wickens on 01442
255734 who would be delighted to meet
you.
www.greatgaddesden.herts.sch.uk

Have a great summer!
Robert Doe

Parent Governor

Great Gaddesden CofE (VA) SchoolGreat Gaddesden CofE (VA) School
For pupils aged 3-11
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Gaddesden Estate NewsGaddesden Estate News
Tough Mudder
As many will know, Tough Mudder
Ltd will be holding their inaugural
London North Event on the estate on
the weekend of 7th and 8th July.

Those who have been following the
planning application process will know
that Tough Mudder’s original applica-
tion was withdrawn and their subse-
quent application is still under review.
For this year, the event and course
have been revised such that planning
permission is no longer necessary.

We expect it to be a busy weekend in
and around the parish but are confi-
dent that measures are in place to min-
imise any disruption to local residents.
All public footpaths and bridleways
will be open as always, and we are sure
there will be some interesting things to
see for those who happen to be pass-
ing! 

There is more information contained
in the separate notice in this magazine,
together with contact details
(local.community@toughmudder.com)
to answer any queries that may arise.  

Farming
All the crops are looking reasonable at
present, though we shall soon need
some rain. The wheat is just finishing
flowering and the late sown spring oats
are looking remarkably happy. The
stems of the oilseed rape are rather
short, probably stunted by a combina-
tion of the infamous “Beast from the
East” and very heavy pigeon pressure.
We continue to battle with various

grass weeds, in particular black-grass,
which is very difficult to control.
Walkers on the footpaths may have
noticed that, as in former years, we
have sprayed off patches of wheat to
kill bad patches of black-grass infesta-
tion. We calculate that the loss of crop
is of less moment than the risk of the
weed spreading. 

In a few weeks we will be hosting the
annual farm walk organised by the
Redbourn and District Agricultural
Competitions Association, the same
group who run the annual Ploughing
Match in September and the Hay,
Root and Corn show. This involves a
tractor and trailer ride around the farm
and ends with a barbecue or hog-roast.

The farm walk always precedes harvest
which is the next big thing on the
farmers’ horizon. By the time I sit
down to write the next news from the
estate, the rape will have been com-
bined and sold, hopefully all the wheat
will have been cut too and maybe the
oats as well. If we decide to grow rape
again, this will hopefully have been
drilled by the third week in August.  

Residential Properties and
Commercial Units
Annual maintenance and minor
improvements continue as usual on the
houses and cottages. Mill Hill Farm
Cottage has been completely refur-
bished and the traditional farm build-
ings stabilised.  All dwellings are now
occupied, with one exception prior to
another extensive refurbishment.
The office units are now either fully let
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Ken Hodson
Local Computer Hardware and Software Repairs

Upgrades and Advice for Home and Business

Tel. 07974 156743 / 01582 794723
Email enquiries@Kenhodsoncomputerservices.co.uk

www.Kenhodsoncomputerservices.co.uk
Prevent children viewing inappropriate internet sites

No fix, no fee for all repairs - you have nothing to lose

Low hourly rate

Friendly training and instruction available in plain English

Upgrades of hardware and software carried out

Problems with Windows / Applications / Games / Internet /
Networks fixed

Most repairs carried out in your home, if not the computer will be
picked up from and delivered back to you

n

n

n

n

n

n

n

or with leases in the process of com-
pletion. We are pleased to welcome to
the Home Farm and Whitehouse Farm
Business Centres: 168 Security, Quorn
Stone, B 360 Ltd and Building Services
Management Ltd.

Gaddesden Estate Ride and “Park
and Ride” Events.
Membership of the Ride renews in
June and applications come into the
Farm Office on several days a week.
We did not have a “Park and Ride” in
June, due to other estate commit-
ments, and the next two will be held
on Sundays 29th July and 26th
August. The Charity Ride takes place
on the last Sunday of September, 30th,
to conclude the season. As usual appli-
cations are made through the Equo
Website

Derek Christopher
It is with great sadness that we record
the passing of Derek Christopher in
his eighty ninth year. He had been
involved with the estate for nearly
fifty years in many roles, but princi-
pally as Manager of the Upperwood
Farm Stud, the concept of which he
initiated and then developed laying the
foundation to the thriving business it
is today. He managed all the horse
enterprises on the estate, as well as
being involved with estate manage-
ment and farming matters. His memo-
rial service at Great Gaddesden
Church was packed as was the Party,
as he called it, afterwards at the
Bridgewater Arms. We all miss him.
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Whole School Zoo Trip
We re-launched the second part of our
whole school topic ‘Living & Growing’
in the first week of this half term, with  a
fantastic visit to Whipsnade Zoo. The
children were fabulously behaved, loving
every minute of the day and the weather
was kind to us too! The children were
really able to immerse themselves in their
science learning, bringing to life their
study of habitats in particular. It really is
very special for the whole school to share
an experience like this and this is one of
the advantages only a small school such
as ours can offer. 

Early Years Garden/Outdoor
Classroom
The development of Early Years outdoor
provision has been a key priority on our
school development plan this year and
we are delighted with the progress that
has been made in creating the best possi-
ble environment for active and exciting
learning. We are really lucky to have
such dedicated and passionate staff mem-
bers and families, some of whom gave up
a day of their Bank Holiday recently to
help maintain the garden in preparation
for the installation of new bespoke
equipment. We now have a tidy, well-
organised and well-resourced outdoor
classroom which will continue to
enhance the inspirational learning oppor-
tunities that we offer here at Gaddesden
Row JMI School.

Mini Olympics
By the end of term, all classes will have
had an opportunity to participate in
Mini-Olympics activities, organised by
the Dacorum Sports Network, which we
subscribe to. These are exciting and
engaging opportunities for children to

visit a sporting venue and apply their
sports skills in a safe and supportive
environment and mix with children from
other schools in a friendly yet competi-
tive way. One class have already taken
part in theirs and as always, represented
our school beautifully, demonstrating all
our school values!

Parents’ Breakfast meeting –
Homework
We recently invited our parents to attend
a breakfast forum with the senior leader-
ship team. We feel it is really vital that
we work together in the best interests of
our children and the views and opinions
of all should be used to help shape the
way we move forward as a school. We
were delighted with the parent turnout
and enjoyed an honest and productive
meeting discussing the subject of
Homework. The children also participat-
ed in a Big Conversation activity this
week to share their thoughts and feelings
too and we will be taking account of all
these views in preparation for the
Autumn Term.

If you would like to come and see what a
‘Hidden Gem’  Gaddesden Row JMI
School is, we do have spaces in some year
groups and would be delighted to show
potential new families around our lovely
school. Please make an appointment via
the school office. 01582 840376 Please
also look at our website which is updated
regularly:
http://www.gaddesdenrow.herts.sch.uk
or follow us on twitter
GR@gaddesdenrowjmi

Best wishes              
Mrs Clare Talbot  

Headteacher

Gaddesden Row JMI School
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Member of the National Association of Registered Dog Sitters
Mrs. Doolittles Experienced Animal Care

whilst on holiday, at work, or during illness in your home

Dogs nReptiles nCats n Pigs n Sheep n Birds of Prey nRabbits nGuinea Pigs
Goats n Hamsters nHorses n Poultry n Fish nFerrets

4   years of veterinary nursing experience Public Liability insured

Tel: 01442 822191 or 07967 019031
Beverley Cornthwaite

Icknield Farm, Icknield Way
Tring, Herts., HP23 4JX 

!  

!
Little Gaddesden B&B 

Comfortable village accommodation 

En-suite,TV, tea/coffee, fridge etc 

Perfect location 

!
6 & 7 Little Gaddesden 

Herts,  HP4 1PA 

01442 84227 

07721650724 

Nicky & Jon Bennett-Baggs 

nicky@bennett-baggs.com 
!

PETER D. HANNABY
Painter and Decorator

Interior and Exterior work
undertaken

For competitive quotations
please call

Mobile: 07765 250092
Home: 01442 288956

DEER LEAP
HORTICULTURE LTD.

Home Farm Works, 
Little Gaddesden, Herts.

Tel: 01442 842 511

We are your nearest Specialists 

for all Garden machinery. 

We also have a fully equipped Workshop for

Servicing and Repairs at reasonable charges.
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From Terry Douris - your County Councillor

I had rather hoped that I would have written the final chapter in the Water End
Bridge story but I have received a number of enquires over what is seen as slow
progress – and it is, but I have challenged Highways officers and am advised that
because the bridge is listed the bricks have to be bonded with lime mortar and as part
of this process they can only lay a couple of rows at a time and then have to wait for
the mortar ‘cure’. I am also told that the workers when they are on site but not visible
are at their compound where they clean the bricks ready to be re-instated.

On the subject of the weight limit, I have had some comments about the signage. A
lot of the signs are some way away from the area in other authorities with the inten-
tion of diverting traffic long before it comes anywhere near the bridge and the local
area.

I am advised that the works are scheduled to be completed by 6th July after which the
now dirty red and white bins will be removed.

With the better weather you will have seen a number of road closures whilst the
Highways contractors undertake a great deal of road repairs and maintenance. As I
have frequently remarked it is a huge job across the county but the Council does
assess all the roads on a regular basis.

Can I alert you to scams? Spam emails, ‘suspicious activity’ alerts from your bank,
cold calling; unfortunately, these scams and fraud seem to have become part of our
daily lives. Last year, Citizens Advice found that almost three quarters of people sur-
veyed had been targeted by a scam in the previous two years (2015-17). Only last
week I was aware of a firm which had £30,000 transferred into its bank account ‘by
mistake’ and the sender then asked for it to be returned. Fortunately, the firm was
alert and contacted its bank immediately but if it had returned the money it would
then have found the original deposit was fraudulent.

Scams Awareness Month, being supported by Hertfordshire County Council, aims to
raise awareness and take a stand against the crimes and predatory practices which
affect millions of people. The Chartered Trading Standards Institute (CTSI) has
teamed up with Citizens Advice and the Consumer Protection Partnership (CPP) to
ensure trading standards services can raise awareness of scams across the country. 

This year’s campaign, ‘Don’t miss a trick, be scam aware’, will continue to focus on
those frequently targeted for scams. Working with trading standards, Citizens Advice
have identified four groups most likely to be targeted by scams: young people (18-24),
life established (40s-60s), over 70s and the socially isolated. (pto)



RODERICK WILSON
Fully Qualified

TREE SURGEON
and

FORESTRY CONTRACTOR

Little Gaddesden
Tel: (01442) 842716
Mobile: 077 689 37 138

Great Gaddesden
Parish Church Contacts
Jo Connell (Churchwarden)

Brock House, St Margarets, Gt Gaddesden 
Hemel Hempstead HP1 3BZ

jo@mpconnell.co.uk

01442 842981

Gill Moore (Reader)
3 Widmore Cottages, Bradden Lane,

Gaddesden Row,
Hemel Hempstead HP2 6JB 

gillmoore@btinternet.com

01442 842054

Merlin Howells (Churchwarden)
Flat 217, Elizabeth House
Hemel Hempstead  HP2 5HH 

01442 265517

Heather Tisbury (Reader)
20 West Dene, Gaddesden Row
Hemel Hempstead HP2 6HU
tisbury@btinternet.com

01582 842807

Revd. John Russell (Vicar)
St. John’s Vicarage, Pipers Hill, Great

Gaddesden,
Hemel Hempstead HP1 3BY
john_russell@live.co.uk

01442 214898
Please contact the Vicar for Baptisms,
Confirmations, Weddings or Funerals
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Scams can leave lasting financial and psychological distress on the victims, and often
come with a stigma which leaves victims embarrassed and unwilling to report the
crime. It’s a wretched statistic that only about 5-15% of scams are reported. 

Finally the Members Locality Budget fund is now open for bids. Last year I was able
to support the school and I do try and share it out equally across my county division
so if you have a project that you feel a small injection of money would help do please
get in touch.

Don’t forget you can always contact me on 01442 402273 or by email at
terry.douris@hertfordshire.gov.uk 
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Church Duty Rotas 

Sidesmen Reader    Intercessions

July   1 Will Kirk Peter King Heather Tisbury

July   8 Peter Diggle Peter King Peter Diggle

July  15 Jo Connell Clare Rudd Nick Halsey

July  22 Anna Sladden Anna Sladden Peter King

July  29 Mandy Davie Sharon Mitchell Gill Moore

Aug   5 Peter Diggle Anne Diggle Gill Moore

Aug  12 Peter King Val Mills Peter King

Aug  19 Michael Bayes Peter King Peter King

Aug  26 Jackie Abu-Rabie Nick Halsey Nick Halsey

Sep    2 TBC Merlin Howells Heather Tisbury

WILL KIMBERLEY
GARDEN SERVICES

01442 255784

Phone for a free no obligation written esti-
mate.
- High hedges a speciality
- Overgrown gardens cleared
- Fences erected and repaired
- Tree Lopping
- Fruit tree pruning
- Shrub trimming
- General garden tidy up’s

In fact any job in the garden!
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